Appendix A: Participant Survey

Date _____________________                                                          Age _____________________
ID Letter__________________                                                         Sex:   Male       Female          Other         
Race/Ethnicity: Please circle one 

Hispanic 
Black/African American 
White 
Asian
American Indian/Alaska Native
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
Other __________________

Does your family qualify for free or reduced school meals/lunch?       Yes    No   
In order to help us better understand our focus group participants, please complete the following survey.
1) What grade are you in? 
 9th (Freshmen)
 10th (Sophomore)
 11th (Junior)
 12th (Senior)

2) What is the zip code of the home you live in? 
_______________________________
3) How many times have you heard gunshots in your neighborhood in the past one month? 
 0. I have not heard any gunshots in the past month. 
 1 or more times. How many times? __________
4) Please check which of the following apply to you. You can check more than one option.  
 I’ve touched or held a gun before. 
 I’ve fired a gun before (not including at a shooting range or for hunting or a sport). 
 Neither of the above apply to me. 
5) Have you ever been shot by a gun? 
 Yes
 No
6) Have you personally ever been threatened with a gun? 
 Yes
 No
7) During the past 12 months, on how many days did you carry a gun? (Do not count the days when you carried a gun only for hunting or for a sport, such as target shooting.) 
 0 days
 1 day
 2 or 3 days
 4 or 5 days
 6 or more days 
8) If you have carried a gun in the past 12 months, what was the reason? (Again, do not count the days when you carried a gun only for hunting or for a sport, such as target shooting.) 
 I didn’t carry a gun
 I needed protection 
 I was holding it for someone 
 To scare someone
 To get back at someone 
 Most of my friends carry guns
 It made me feel important 
 Other
9) Let’s suppose that you decided you needed a handgun for some reason and you didn’t already have one. How much trouble do you think it would be to get a gun? 
 Almost impossible
 A lot of trouble but it could be done 
 It would only be a little trouble 
 No trouble at all 
10) During the past 30 days, on how many days did you not go to school because you felt you would be unsafe at school or on your way to or from school? 
 0 days
 1 day
 2 or 3 days
 4 or 5 days
 6 or more days 
11) Have you personally ever seen other students with guns on school grounds? 
 Never
 Rarely
 Sometimes
 Often 
12) Do any of your friends or relatives have a gun? 
 Yes
 No
13) Have any of your relatives ever been shot by a gun? 
 Yes
a. If you checked yes, how many family members? _________
 No
14) Have any of your friends ever been shot by a gun? 
 Yes
a. If you checked yes, how many friends? _________
 No
15) Are there guns in your home? 
 Yes
If you checked yes: 
a. How many guns?  1    More than 1    Unsure
b. Is/are the gun(s) kept loaded?   Yes    No    Unsure
c. Do you know where the gun(s) is/are kept?   Yes    No    Unsure
 No
 Unsure
16) Have you ever been taught about gun safety? 
 Yes
a. If you checked yes, how were you taught? Who taught you? ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
 No
17) Has your doctor ever talked to you about gun safety? 
 Yes
 No
18) Are there specific things about gun safety that you want to learn more about? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

For the following questions, please rank how strongly you agree or disagree with each statement. 
19) Having a gun in the home does or would make me feel safer. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



20) Doctors should talk to teens about gun safety. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



21) People who have guns should use gunlocks. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



22) People should have the right to carry guns for protection. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



23) There should be stricter gun laws for background checks when buying a gun. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



24) Stricter gun laws will decrease gun related violence. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



25) Schools should have metal detectors for security purposes.  
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



26) I worry about being shot in my neighborhood. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



27) I worry about shootings at school. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree



28) Schools should routinely carry out active shooter drills. 
	1- Strongly disagree
	2- Disagree
	3- Not sure 
	4- Agree
	5- Strongly agree















Appendix B: Focus Group Introduction & Question Guide

Introduction
Thank you for taking the time to participate in our focus group today. We are interested in hearing your opinions about the important topics of gun violence and gun safety in your communities. This is a safe space where you can discuss your daily activities even if they are illegal and you are worried they might get you into trouble. All your opinions are welcome and everything you say will be confidential, unless we believe you are in danger of hurting yourselves or others. There are no right or wrong answers. We would like for this to be a discussion and hope to hear from everyone here. Since we are going to be recording, please speak up and respect each person’s turn as they speak. Additionally, you will notice a letter card in front of each person. Please state your letter before you speak, for example, “Person A” or “This is person A” and refer to others by their letter if you need to reference something they have said. This is to maintain confidentiality. We will not be telling anyone else what is discussed today. We also ask each of you not to repeat anything said in this room to anyone else. Some of these conversations might be triggering or make you upset so please feel free to leave the room if you need to. Lastly, please silence all cell phones or place them on vibrate. Thank you. 

If you have any questions or if something is not clear, please feel free to ask for clarification. 

Question Guide

Exposure to gun violence
· How do you feel about gun violence in our country? In your community? 
· Have you or people you know been exposed to gun violence in your community? If so, tell me more. 
· How do you feel when you hear or see stories about gun violence on the news? What is your source of information? 

Knowledge and attitudes towards gun safety efforts
· What do you think should be done about gun violence? Who do you think should enact these changes? 
· What should your school or community do to keep you safe from gun violence? 
· Have you noticed resources or other information about or education at school or in your community addressing gun safety? 
· Which types of information or resources work well and which do not?
· How can this information for you and other resources be improved? 

How to best counsel teens about gun safety
· Who do you think would be the best person or group of people to talk to you about gun safety? 
· Would you like your doctor to talk to you about gun safety? 
· Has your doctor or another healthcare worker ever talked to you about gun safety? 
· Has your family member ever talked to you about gun safety? 
· When should your doctor talk to you about gun safety? (for example, sick or urgent visits, routine, after injuries or trauma)
· How should doctors talk to you about gun safety? (for example, relate to recent news stories, discuss statistics about risk, or other approaches)
· What questions do you have about gun violence and gun safety that doctors can help answer?

