[bookmark: _Hlk117119274]Table 1. Comparison of basic clinical information between each group
	[bookmark: _Hlk101654888]Group
	Gender
	Age (y)

	
	Male
	Female
	

	Upper
	8
	5
	[bookmark: _Hlk131592804]2.26±1.05

	Middle
	18
	5
	[bookmark: _Hlk131592822]2.85±2.01

	Lower
	5
	2
	[bookmark: _Hlk131592834]2.45±0.09

	p
	0.561
	0.650



[bookmark: _Hlk117119297]Table 2. Comparison of examination results between groups at week 1 after injury
	Group
	the ratio of callus thickness to femur width (cm/cm）
	callus growth rate (cm/d)
	RI

	upper
	0.40±0.12
	0.08±0.03
	0.62±0.07

	middle
	0.31±0.12
	0.07±0.03
	0.63±0.12

	lower
	0.31±0.09
	0.07±0.02
	0.63±0.08

	F
	1.852
	0.951
	0.024

	p
	0.176
	0.399
	0.976



[bookmark: _Hlk117119321]Table 3. Comparison of examination results between groups at week 2 after injury
	Group
	the ratio of callus thickness to femur width (cm/cm）
	callus growth rate (cm/d)
	RI

	upper
	0.53±0.12
	0.03±0.02
	0.53±0.08

	middle
	0.45±0.16
	0.03±0.03
	0.53±0.10

	lower
	0.47±0.10
	0.03±0.02
	0.52±0.07

	F
	1.800
	0.007
	0.010

	p
	0.323
	0.993
	0.990


[bookmark: _Hlk117119364]Table 4. Comparison of examination results between groups at week 3 after injury
	Group
	the ratio of callus thickness to femur width (cm/cm）
	callus growth rate (cm/d)
	RI

	upper
	0.60±0.15
	0.01±0.01
	0.45±0.10

	middle
	0.52±0.18
	0.01±0.01
	0.47±0.09

	lower
	0.55±0.14
	0.01±0.02
	0.46±0.04

	F
	0.931
	0.017
	0.185

	p
	0.406
	0.983
	0.832



Table 5. Comparison of examination results between groups at week 4 after injury
	Group
	the ratio of callus thickness to femur width (cm/cm）
	callus growth rate (cm/d)
	RI

	upper
	0.67±0.15
	0.01±0.01a
	0.42±0.09

	middle
	0.55±0.20
	0.01±0.01b
	0.43±0.08

	lower
	0.60±0.15
	0.01±0.01
	0.43±0.02

	F
	1.463
	2.935
	0.017

	p
	0.249
	0.070
	0.983


a Compared with the middle section, ap < 0.05;
b Compared with the upper section, bp < 0.05. 

Table 6. Comparison of test results at different weeks after injury
	Group
	the ratio of callus thickness to femur width (cm/cm）
	callus growth rate (cm/d)
	RI

	Week 1
	0.34±0.12
	0.07±0.03
	0.64±0.09

	Week 2
	0.48±0.14a
	0.03±0.02
	0.53±0.09

	Week 3
	0.55±0.17b
	0.01±0.01d
	0.46±0.08f

	Week 4
	0.59±0.18c
	0.01±0.01e
	0.43±0.08g

	F
	15.187
	59.789
	36.806

	p
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001


a Compared with week 3, ap > 0.05;
b Compared with week 2, week 4, bp > 0.05;
c Compared with week 3, cp > 0.05;
d Compared with week 4, dp > 0.05;
e Compared with week 3, ep > 0.05;
f Compared with week 4, fp > 0.05;
g Compared with week 3, gp > 0.05;

