
SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE 1. Baseline characteristics of cases and comparisons among study subgroups	
	
	Proven SBI 
(n=4)
	Proven VI 
(n=41)
	NPI 
(n=33)
	p

	Age in years m (IQR)
	4 (1.4-6)
	4.1 (1.5-7)
	4.1 (1.8-7.9)
	0.736

	Male [no. (%)]
	3 (75)
	35 (85.4)
	24 (72.7)
	0.398

	Newborn screening [no. (%)]
	4 (100)
	38 (92.7)
	29 (87.9)
	0.627

	Genotype [no. (%)]
    SS
    SC
    S-thalassemia
	
4 (100)
0
0
	
34 (82.9)
5 (12.2)
2 (4.9)
	
29 (87.9)
0
4 (12.1)
	
0.182

	Parents’ origin [no. (%)]
    Africa
    America
    Other
	
4 (100)
0
0
	
14 (34.1)
26 (63.4)
2.4
	
15 (45.5)
18 (54.5)
0
	
0.116

	Complete vaccination status [no. (%)]
	4 (100)
	37 (90.2)
	28 (84.8)
	0.585

	Penicillin prophylaxis [no. (%)]
	4 (100)
	39 (97.5)
	32 (100)
	0.634

	Hydroxyurea [no. (%)]
	1 (25)
	22 (53.7)
	16 (48.5)
	0.330

	Vitamin D supplementation [no. (%)]
	4 (100)
	39 (95.1)
	33 (100)
	0.396

	Splenectomy [no. (%)]
	0
	4 (9.8)
	4 (12.1)
	0.743

	Central venous catheter [no. (%)]
	2 (50)
	4 (9.8)
	12 (36.4)
	0.011

	Hypertransfusional regimen [no. (%)]
	2 (50)
	2 (4.9)
	5 (15.2)
	0.020

	No. of previous hospital admissions m (IQR)
	3.5 (2-6.5)
	8 (3-11)
	6 (2-11)
	0.614
















NPI = no proven infection. m (IQR) = median (interquartile range). No. = number.
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Variables with significant differences (p value < 0.05) are highlighted in bold font.


