
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Table S1. Search terms and their keywords used to formulate medical subject heading (MeSH) terms.

	Term 
	Key words
	MeSH terms

	Handwashing
	Handwashing
Hand hygiene
	("hand disinfection"[MeSH Terms] OR Handwashing[Text Word] OR  "hand hygiene"[MeSH Terms] OR hand hygiene[Text Word])

	Vaccination
	Vaccine
Vaccination
Immunization
	("vaccination"[MeSH Terms] OR vaccination[Text Word] OR "immunization"[MeSH Terms] OR immunization[Text Word])

	COVID-19
	COVID-19
SARS-CoV2
	("COVID-19"[All Fields] OR "COVID-19"[MeSH Terms] OR "SARS-CoV-2"[All Fields] OR "sars-cov-2"[MeSH Terms] OR "Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2"[All Fields])

	Prevention
	Prevention
Control
	("prevention and control"[Subheading] OR prevention[Text Word] OR "control groups"[MeSH Terms] OR control[Text Word]) 

	Policy
	Policy
	("policy"[MeSH Terms] OR policy[Text Word])

	Kenya
	Kenya
	("Kenya"[MeSH Terms] OR Kenya[Text Word])

	Uganda
	Uganda
	("Uganda"[MeSH Terms] OR Uganda[Text Word])

	Tanzania
	Tanzania
	("Tanzania"[MeSH Terms] OR Tanzania[Text Word])

	Abbreviations and acronyms: COVID-19, Coronavirus disease 2019; SARS-CoV2, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2; MeSH, Medical subject heading.
The keywords were derived from the research questions and were used to identify MeSH terms on PubMed database.








	Table S2. Search strategy used to identify the relevant papers published on PubMed database.

	Database 
	Date searched
	
	Search strategy

	 PubMed
	17/01/2022
	(((term 1) OR (term 2) AND (term 3) AND (term 4) AND (term 5)) AND ((term 6) OR (term 7) OR (term 8)))
	((("hand disinfection"[MeSH Terms] OR Handwashing[Text Word] OR  "hand hygiene"[MeSH Terms] OR hand hygiene[Text Word]) OR ("vaccination"[MeSH Terms] OR vaccination[Text Word] OR "immunization"[MeSH Terms] OR immunization[Text Word]) AND ("COVID-19"[All Fields] OR "COVID-19"[MeSH Terms] OR "SARS-CoV-2"[All Fields] OR "sars-cov-2"[MeSH Terms] OR "Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2"[All Fields]) AND ("prevention and control"[Subheading] OR prevention[Text Word] OR "control groups"[MeSH Terms] OR control[Text Word]) AND ("policy"[MeSH Terms] OR policy[Text Word])) AND (("Kenya"[MeSH Terms] OR Kenya[Text Word]) OR ("Uganda"[MeSH Terms] OR Uganda[Text Word]) OR ("Tanzania"[MeSH Terms] OR Tanzania[Text Word])))

	Abbreviations and acronyms: COVID-19, Coronavirus disease 2019; SARS-CoV2, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2; MeSH, Medical subject heading.
The search strategy was created by merging the keywords:  handwashing, vaccine, COVID-19, prevention, policy, Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania, which was later customized to suit various databases. 
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Table S1.   Search terms and their keywords used to formulate medical subject heading (MeSH) terms .  

Term   Key words  MeSH terms  

Handwashing  Handwashing   Hand hygiene  ("hand disinfection"[MeSH Terms] OR  Handwashing [Text Word]   OR    "hand  hygiene"[MeSH   Terms] OR hand hygiene[Text Word] )  

Vaccination  Vaccine   Vaccination   Immunization  ( "vaccination"[MeSH Terms] OR vaccination[Text Word]   OR "immunization"[MeSH  Terms] OR immunization[Text Word])  

COVID - 19  COVID - 19   SARS - CoV2  ("COVID - 19"[All Fields] OR  "COVID - 19"[MeSH Terms] OR "SARS - CoV - 2"[All  Fields] OR "sars - cov - 2"[MeSH Terms] OR "Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome  Coronavirus 2"[All Fields])  

Prevention  Prevention   Control  ("prevention and control"[Subheading] OR prevention[Text Word] OR "control  groups"[MeSH Terms] OR control[Text Word])   

Policy  Policy  ("policy"[MeSH Terms] OR policy[Text Word])  

Kenya  Kenya  ("Kenya"[MeSH Terms] OR Kenya[Text Word])  

Uganda  Uganda  ("Uganda"[MeSH Terms] OR Uganda[Text Word])  

Tanzania  Tanzania  ("Tanzania"[MeSH   Terms] OR Tanzania[Text Word])  

Abbreviations and acronyms:  COVID - 19, Coronavirus disease 2019; SARS - CoV2, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2;  MeSH, Medical subject heading .   The  keywords were deri ved from the research questions and wer e used to identify MeSH terms on PubMed database.      

