	Supplementary Table 1: Work Productivity and Activity Impairment (WPAI) scores
Patients’ ability to work/study/perform regular activities over the past 7 days


	
	All  
	FRDA
	Non-FRDA
	Unknown

	
	N
	Mean (%)
	SD 
(%)
	N
	Mean
(%)
	SD
(%)
	N	
	Mean
(%)
	SD
(%)
	N
	Mean
(%)
	SD
(%)

	Absenteeism
	11
	3.2
	7.9
	7
	3.6
	9.4
	0
	
	
	4
	2.6
	5.1

	Presenteeism
	11
	23.6
	18.6
	7
	21.4
	17.7
	0
	
	
	4
	27.5
	22.2

	% Overall work impairment
	11
	26
	19.7
	7
	24.3
	19
	0
	
	
	4
	29
	23.5

	% Activity impairment due to ataxia
	114
	58.3
	28.2
	50
	62
	26
	17
	67.1
	25.7
	47
	51.3
	30.2



FRDA: Friedreich’s ataxia














	Supplementary table 2: SF-36 scores for the ataxia population in Ireland


	Population
	All (n=125)
	FRDA (n=55)
	Non-FRDA (n=17)
	Unknown (n=53)

	SF 36 dimension
	Mean
	Median
	SD
	Range
	Mean
	Median
	SD
	Range
	Mean
	Median
	SD
	Range
	Mean
	Median
	SD
	Range

	PF
	17.5
	5
	22.2
	0-95
	11.6
	0
	18.8
	0-95
	12.1
	5
	12.8
	0-40
	25.3
	20
	25.5
	0-95

	RP
	37.4
	25
	40.2
	0-100
	36.8
	25
	38.1
	0-100
	25
	0
	36.4
	0-100
	42
	25
	43.2
	0-100

	RE
	65
	100
	42.7
	0-100
	69
	100
	42.5
	0-100
	60.8
	100
	47.5
	0-100
	62.2
	66.7
	41.9
	0-100

	Vitality
	45.1
	45
	21.6
	0-100
	43.9
	50
	22.8
	0-95
	40.6
	45
	18.6
	10-75
	47.8
	45
	21.2
	0-100

	MH
	66.5
	68
	18.8
	0-100
	66
	68
	20.4
	0-100
	67.1
	64
	17.8
	32-100
	66.9
	68
	17.8
	16-100

	SF
	59.2
	62.5
	29.6
	0-100
	63
	62.5
	28.1
	0-100
	57.4
	62.5
	36.7
	0-100
	55.9
	62.5
	28.8
	0-100

	Pain
	70
	70
	25.5
	0-100
	69.9
	70
	23.3
	20-100
	73.5
	70
	21
	22.5-100
	68.8
	70
	29.2
	0-100

	GH
	42.8
	45
	22.3
	0-100
	39.0
	40
	23.5
	5-85
	44.4
	50
	19.2
	15-90
	46.2
	45
	21.7
	5-100





FRDA: Friedreich’s ataxia
PF: physical functioning
RP: role limitations due to physical health problems
RE: role limitations due to emotional problems
MH: emotional well-being
SF: social functioning
GH: general health perceptions




	Supplementary table 3: Correlations between the 8 dimensions of SF-36 (n=125)

	
	PF
	RP
	RE
	Vitality
	MH
	SF
	Pain
	GH

	PF
	Pearson Correlation
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RP
	Pearson Correlation
	0.275**
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.002
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RE
	Pearson Correlation
	0.96
	0.485**
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.285
	0.000
	-
	
	
	
	
	

	Vitality
	Pearson Correlation
	0.343**
	0.382**
	0.385**
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	-
	
	
	
	

	MH
	Pearson Correlation
	0.019
	0.167
	0.350**
	0.621**
	1
	
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.837
	0.063
	0.000
	0.000
	-
	
	
	

	SF
	Pearson Correlation
	0.246**
	0.335**
	0.407**
	0.517**
	0.537**
	1
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.006
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	-
	
	

	Pain
	Pearson Correlation
	0.284**
	0.266**
	0.252**
	0.347**
	0.261*
	0.340**
	1
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.001
	0.003
	0.005
	0.000
	0.003
	0.000
	-
	

	GH
	Pearson Correlation
	0.308**
	0.185*
	0.212*
	0.561**
	0.292**
	0.363**
	0.408**
	1

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	0.000
	0.039
	0.017
	0.000
	0.001
	0.000
	0.000
	-

	**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

	*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).




PF: physical functioning
RP: role limitations due to physical health problems
RE: role limitations due to emotional problems
MH: emotional well-being
SF: social functioning
GH: general health perceptions













	Supplementary table 4: Univariate Analysis

	Domain
	Variable
	Sub-category
	P-value
	Coef

	PF
	Age
	
	0.834 
	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.017
	9.5

	
	Occupation
	
	p>0.05 ( for all categories)
	

	
	Living arrangement
	Living with others
	0.016
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	22.9

	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.18
	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.007
	-0.68

	RP
	Age
	
	0.905

	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.7

	

	
	Occupation
	Employed
	0.01
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	26.6

	
	Living arrangement
	Living in care
	0.017
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	33.9

	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.815

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.702

	

	RE
	Age
	
	0.26
	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.56
	

	
	Occupation
	Other
	0.002
	33.17

	
	Living arrangement
	Lives alone
	0.02
	19.73

	
	
	Lives in care
	0.017
	35.89

	
	
	Lives with relatives
	0.02
	16.19

	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.25

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.676

	

	Vitality
	Age
	
	0.967
	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.52
	

	
	Occupation
	Retired due to age
	0.02
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	19.13

	
	Living arrangement
	Lives alone
	0.017
	10.9

	
	
	Lives in care
	0.011
	19.6

	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.97

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.209

	

	MH
	Age
	
	0.473

	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.605
(
	

	
	Occupation
	Other
	0.020
	10.97


	
	
	Retired due to age
	0.005

	15.26


	
	
	Retired due to ataxia
	0.001

	9.43


	
	
	Student
	0.004
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	11.44


	
	Living arrangement
	Lives alone
	0.000

	16.88


	
	
	Lives in care
	0.008

	17.73


	
	
	Lives with partner
	0.000

	12.8


	
	
	Lives with relatives
	0.000

	13.47


	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.27

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.914

	

	SF
	Age
	
	0.288

	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.586

	

	
	Occupation
	Retired due to age
	0.041

	17.5


	
	
	Student
	0.027
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	13.6 

	
	Living arrangement
	Lives in care
	0.009
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	27.14


	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.049
	- 0.29


	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.53

	

	Pain
	Age
	
	0.037
	0.25


	
	Female gender
	
	0.95
	

	
	Occupation
	Employed
	0.001
	21.87

	
	
	Student
	0.000
(p>0.05 for all other 
categories)
	18.1


	
	Living arrangement
	Lives alone
	0.001

	18.01


	
	
	Lives in care
	0.037

	18.46


	
	
	Lives with relatives
	0.000
(p>0.05 for all other categories)
	15.49


	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.303

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.321

	

	General health
	Age
	
	0.69

	

	
	Female gender
	
	0.09

	

	
	Occupation
	Retired due to age
	0.049

	12.2


	
	
	Student
	0.006

	12.3


	
	Living arrangement
	Lives alone
	0.009

	12.5


	
	Age of first symptom
	
	0.754

	

	
	Duration of ataxia
	
	0.391

	




 
