Table 1. Summary of literature review 
	Author

	Number of participants 
	Country
	COVID-19 status
	Findings relevant to anosmia/hyposmia

	Mao et al., 2020 (7)
	214

	Wuhan
	Positive
	· 11 out of 214 patients (5.1%) had hyposmia 
· 3 were severe cases, 8 not severe
· Finding was not significant (p=0.338)

	Vaira et al., 2020 (8)

	320

	Italy

	Positive
	· Estimated that chemosensory dysfunction is present in 19.4%
· No true statistical data due to state of health crisis in country

	Giacomelli et al., 2020 (9)

	59
	Italy
	Positive
	· 20 (33.9%) had at least one taste or olfactory disorder and 11 (18.6%) had both.
· 12 patients had the symptoms prior to hospitalization while 8 of them started experiencing the symptoms during the hospital stay. 
· Females reported these symptoms more frequently than males [ 10 out of 19 females (52.6%); 10 out of 40 males (25%); p=0.036]

	Lechien et al., 2020 (10)
	417
	12 European hospitals (Belgium, France, Italy, Spain)
	Positive
	· 357 patients (85.6%) had olfactory dysfunction.  
· Anosmia was present in 284 patients (79.6%) while hyposmia was present in 72 patients (20.4%). 
· Females were found to be more affected by anosmia or hyposmia than males. 
· 72.6% regained olfactory function within the first 8 days following disease resolution

	Bagheri et al., 2020 (11)
	10069
	Iran
	Uncertain -the study enrolled all with hyposmia/anosmia within 1-month (since the start of COVID-19 epidemic in Iran) No information provided if they were then tested
	· There was a surge of olfactory dysfunction coinciding with the COVID-19 epidemic in Iran
· The correlation between anosmia with the number of COVID-19 positive patients was significant (Spearman correlation coefficient 0.87; p < 0.001)
· The onset of anosmia was sudden in 76.24%
· 83.38% had decreased taste sensation in association with anosmia.

	Menni et al., 2020 (12)
	1 573 103
	United Kingdom
	Only 1702 tested, 579 were positive, 1123 negative
	· Loss of smell and taste was reported in 59% of the those tested positive and 18% of those tested negative (OR 6.59; 95% CI 5.25 to 8.27; p=1.9x10-59)
· Combination of loss of smell and taste, fever, persistent cough, fatigue, diarrhea, abdominal pain and loss of appetite is predictive of COVID-19 positive test with sensitivity 0.54, specificity 0.86



