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Supplemental Fig. S1. Assessment of the number of sperm to fertilize a significant number of oocytes. Sperms were pooled from several males, suspended in L-15 medium, stored in the refrigerator (4˚C), and used to fertilize 100-200 oocytes. The colour of circles indicates the same batch of the experiment using the same sperm. The same batch of oocytes from a single female was used for each series of experimental conditions on experimental day 1. Error bars indicate the standard deviation. **p<0.01; *P<0.05 (paired t-test).
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Supplemental Fig. S2. Effect of penicillin/streptomycin on the fertility of stored sperm. Pooled sperm from several males were stored in L-15 with/without penicillin/streptomycin (PS) at 4˚C for 4 days, and used to fertilize 100-200 oocytes. A Effect of PS. The same batch of oocytes from a single female was used for each pair of medium conditions. B Different numbers of sperm were stored in L-15 with PS. The colour of circles in each panel indicates the same batch of the experiment using the same sperm. The same batch of oocytes from a single female was used for a pair of randomly selected experiments. Error bars indicate the standard deviation.
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Supplemental Fig. S3. Effect of lactic acid on the stored sperm at 4˚C. Pooled sperm from several males were stored in in L-15 containing penicillin/streptomycin (PS), FBS, BSA with/without LA for 4 days, and used to fertilize 100-200 oocytes. The same batch of oocytes from a single female was used for each pair of medium conditions. Error bars indicate the standard deviation. *P<0.05 (paired t-test).
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Sperms: 6x10% 3x10% 1.5x 105 3x10% 3x10°
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Sperms: 7.5x 105 1.5

x 106 3x10% 6 x 108




