Table 1. Colony inhabitation of Oecophylla smaragdina in different plant hosts
	
Sl. No.
	
Plant host species
	Family
	Presence of Oecophylla smaragdina

	
	
	
	December
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May

	1
	Citrus limon
	Rutaceae
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+

	2
	Nerium oleander
	Apocynaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	3
	Coccinia indica
	Cucurbitaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	4
	Ixora coccinea
	Rubiaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	5
	Pongamia pinnata
	Fabaceae
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-

	6
	Mangifera indica 
	Anacardiaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	7
	Haldina cordifolia
	Rubiaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	8
	Polyalthia longifolia
	Annonaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	9
	Thespesia populnea
	Malvaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	10
	Holoptelea integrifolia 
	Ulmaceae
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-

	11
	Azadirachta indica
	Meliaceae
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+

	12
	Cocos nucifera 
	Arecaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	13
	Couroupita guianensis
	Lecythidaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	14
	Ficus religiosa 
	Moraceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	15
	Psidium guajava
	Myrtaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	16
	Hibiscus rosa sinensis
	Malvaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	17
	Ficus benghalensis
	Moraceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	18
	Morinda citrifolia
	Rubiaceae
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	19
	Prosopis juliflora
	Fabaceae 
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	20
	Acacia nilotica
	Fabaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	21
	Manilkara zapota 
	Sapotaceae
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-

	22
	Ficus carica
	Moraceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	23
	Annona squamosa
	Annonaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	24
	Carica papaya 
	Caricaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	25
	Borassus flabellifer 
	Arecaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-

	26
	Madhuca longifolia
	Sapotaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	27
	Tamarindus indica
	Fabaceae
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+



+: Presence of Oecophylla smaragdina   ₋ :  Absence of Oecophylla smaragdina








[bookmark: _Hlk96614331]Table 2.  Abundance of Oecophylla smaragdina in different plant hosts

	Sl. No.
	
Plant host species

	Number of nests
	Mean number of nests per month±SD*

	
	
	December
	January


	February
	March
	April
	May
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk84761302][bookmark: _Hlk84454939]1
	Citrus limon @
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	48.00
	53.00
	74.00
	29.17±33.12

	2
	Pongamia pinnata #
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	44.00
	49.00
	0.00
	15.50±24.06

	3
	Mangifera indica @
	18.00
	22.00
	35.00
	41.00
	56.00
	84.00
	42.67±24.43

	4
	Azadirachta indica ¥
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	35.00
	45.00
	61.00
	23.50±27.05

	5
	Morinda citrifolia ∞
	0.00
	5.00
	6.00
	9.00
	12.00
	16.00
	8.00±5.62

	6
	Manilkara zapota ¥
	0.00
	15.00
	18.00
	24.00
	35.00
	0.00
	15.33±13.71

	7
	Hibiscus rosa sinensis ∞
	10.00
	12.00
	8.00
	16.00
	15.00
	16.00
	12.83±3.37

	Total number of nests
	28
	54
	67
	217
	265
	251
	


	
*Mean of two counts
Mean values followed by standard deviation
@ - Count of seven trees          # - Count of eleven trees    ∞ - Count of six trees/shrubs    ¥ - Count of nine trees 
	













Table 3. Correlation between abiotic factors and total number of nests of Oecophylla smaragdina
	 Months 
	Meterological Data 

	
	Total number of nests
	Max Temp(C0)
	Min
Temp (C0)
	Avg Temp (C0)
	Rainfall (mm)
	Rainy days
	Max wind speed (kmph)
	Avg gust (kmph)
	Avg wind speed (kmph)
	Cloud (%)
	UV Index
	RH (%)


	December
	28
	25
	18
	22
	87.5
	19
	13.3
	12.9
	9
	58
	5
	86

	January
	54
	27
	18
	24
	1.5
	5
	12.1
	9.8
	7
	32
	7
	71

	February
	67
	30
	18
	26
	14.9
	7
	15.4
	12.1
	8.9
	22
	6
	62

	March
	217
	33
	22
	29
	14.8
	4
	15.4
	12.4
	9.2
	15
	8
	52

	April
	265
	36
	24
	32
	62.1
	12
	15.7
	12.4
	9.4
	22
	8
	47

	May
	251
	37
	26
	33
	13.8
	9
	18
	15.7
	11.8
	15
	7
	46

	Pearson correlation (r)
	0.95**
	0.95**
	0.96**
	-0.10
	-0.22
	0.77
	0.54
	0.66
	-0.73
	0.80
	-0.92**




	**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).				
	*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).				


