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Supplemental Note 1: Experimental Methods and Instructions
All procedures were approved by the Institutional Review Board at the lead author’s university. Additionally, a research permit was obtained from Kenya’s National Commission for Science, Technology, and Innovation. We conducted the study in Nairobi County because it represents an urban, sub-Saharan capital city with a well-documented prevalence of bribery and corruption (10, 32). 

Sample
For our main study, a clustered random sample of 1,403 households in Nairobi County, Kenya, was selected using a publicly available global dataset on gridded population density produced by NASA's Socio-Economic Data and Applications Center (SEDAC) and Columbia University's Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN). Interviews were conducted equally across weekdays and weekends to increase the chances that the sample included those who worked outside the home during weekdays. Enumerators verified that the resident who answered the door was at least 18 years old and a permanent member of the household. Demographic statistics of our sample are given in Table SN1.1:
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Vignette Experiment
After consenting to participate in the study, respondents answered general questions about bribery and corruption (see pre-test questions in Supplemental Note 2). Thereafter, respondents completed the vignette experiment, consisting of manipulated versions of six stories given in Table 1. These six scenarios as well as specific questions emerged from a series of focus groups and pilot studies conducted with citizens of Nairobi approximately six months prior to data collection.
As shown in Table 1 in the main text, each of the six scenarios could be validly framed in two of three fault conditions (citizen, official, or system). Citizen vs. official vs. system fault is one of our two manipulations. The second manipulation was whether the official requests the bribe or the citizen offers the bribe. This design results in 24 total scenarios, and the following table shows each scenario as it is nested in the combination of a vignette story category, the fault conditions, and whether the official requests (r) the bribe or the citizen offers (o) it. These 24 total scenarios are given in Table SN1.2:

Table SN1.2: Individual scenarios used for the vignette experiment
	
	
	
	Source of Problem

	
	
	
	a
	b
	c

	Vignette story category            
	Citizen
	Official
	System

	1
	Police: speeding ticket
	request
	a1r
	b1r
	

	
	
	offer
	a1o
	b1o
	

	2
	Police: road closure
	request
	
	b2r
	c2r

	
	
	offer
	
	b2o
	c2o

	3
	Police: Covid curfew
	request
	a3r
	
	c3r

	
	
	offer
	a3o
	
	c3o

	4
	Huduma Centre
	request
	a4r
	b4r
	

	
	
	offer
	a4o
	b4o
	

	5
	Hospital
	request
	
	b5r
	c5r

	
	
	offer
	
	b5o
	c5o

	6
	Unemployed teacher
	request
	a6r
	
	c6r

	
	
	offer
	a6o
	
	c6o



We wanted each participant to read and respond to a block of three vignettes, with the following restrictions: i) none of the six vignette story categories shown in Table 1 could be presented more than once; ii) all participants should read and respond to one, but not more than one, scenario involving the police. This resulted in 18 valid combinations of scenarios, as given in Table SN1.3. 



Table SN1.3: Valid combinations of scenarios, given our criteria
	ID
	Scenarios
	ID
	Scenarios

	1
	a1
	b4
	c5
	10
	a4
	b2
	c6

	2
	a1
	b4
	c6
	11
	a4
	b5
	c2

	3
	a1
	b5
	c6
	12
	a4
	b5
	c3

	4
	a3
	b4
	c5
	13
	a6
	b1
	c5

	5
	a3
	b4
	c6
	14
	a6
	b2
	c5

	6
	a3
	b5
	c6
	15
	a6
	b4
	c2

	7
	a4
	b1
	c5
	16
	a6
	b4
	c3

	8
	a4
	b1
	c6
	17
	a6
	b5
	c2

	9
	a4
	b2
	c5
	18
	a6
	b5
	c3



When we include the manipulation of an official requesting the bribe or a citizen offering it and then randomize the presentation ordering of the scenarios with each of the 18 sets, are 8 versions of each valid combination of scenarios. For example, for the first combination of scenarios in Table SN1.2 (a1, b4, c5), the following eight versions are possible: 
	a1r
	b4r
	c5r

	a1r
	b4r
	c5o

	a1r
	b4o
	c5r

	a1r
	b4o
	c5o

	a1o
	b4r
	c5r

	a1o
	b4r
	c5o

	a1o
	b4o
	c5r

	a1o
	b4o
	c5o



Thus, in all there are 18 x 8 = 144 valid combinations of scenarios. Each respondent was randomly assigned one of these 144 blocks, the ordering of the three scenarios within the selected block was randomized. The 144 valid blocks of scenarios are shown in Table SN1.4: 


Table SN1.4: 144 valid sets of scenarios assigned in the vignette experiment
	ID
	Scenarios
	ID
	Scenarios
	ID
	Scenarios
	ID
	Scenarios

	1
	a1r
	b4r
	c5r
	37
	a3o
	b4r
	c6r
	73
	a4r
	b2r
	c6r
	109
	a6o
	b2r
	c5r

	2
	a1r
	b4r
	c5o
	38
	a3o
	b4r
	c6o
	74
	a4r
	b2r
	c6o
	110
	a6o
	b2r
	c5o

	3
	a1r
	b4o
	c5r
	39
	a3o
	b4o
	c6r
	75
	a4r
	b2o
	c6r
	111
	a6o
	b2o
	c5r

	4
	a1r
	b4o
	c5o
	40
	a3o
	b4o
	c6o
	76
	a4r
	b2o
	c6o
	112
	a6o
	b2o
	c5o

	5
	a1o
	b4r
	c5r
	41
	a3r
	b5r
	c6r
	77
	a4o
	b2r
	c6r
	113
	a6r
	b4r
	c2r

	6
	a1o
	b4r
	c5o
	42
	a3r
	b5r
	c6o
	78
	a4o
	b2r
	c6o
	114
	a6r
	b4r
	c2o

	7
	a1o
	b4o
	c5r
	43
	a3r
	b5r
	c6r
	79
	a4o
	b2o
	c6r
	115
	a6r
	b4o
	c2r

	8
	a1o
	b4o
	c5o
	44
	a3r
	b5r
	c6o
	80
	a4o
	b2o
	c6o
	116
	a6r
	b4o
	c2o

	9
	a1r
	b4r
	c6r
	45
	a3o
	b5o
	c6r
	81
	a4r
	b5r
	c2r
	117
	a6o
	b4r
	c2r

	10
	a1r
	b4r
	c6o
	46
	a3o
	b5o
	c6o
	82
	a4r
	b5r
	c2o
	118
	a6o
	b4r
	c2o

	11
	a1r
	b4o
	c6r
	47
	a3o
	b5o
	c6r
	83
	a4r
	b5r
	c2r
	119
	a6o
	b4o
	c2r

	12
	a1r
	b4o
	c6o
	48
	a3o
	b5o
	c6o
	84
	a4r
	b5r
	c2o
	120
	a6o
	b4o
	c2o

	13
	a1o
	b4r
	c6r
	49
	a4r
	b1r
	c5r
	85
	a4o
	b5o
	c2r
	121
	a6r
	b4r
	c3r

	14
	a1o
	b4r
	c6o
	50
	a4r
	b1r
	c5o
	86
	a4o
	b5o
	c2o
	122
	a6r
	b4r
	c3o

	15
	a1o
	b4o
	c6r
	51
	a4r
	b1o
	c5r
	87
	a4o
	b5o
	c2r
	123
	a6r
	b4o
	c3r

	16
	a1o
	b4o
	c6o
	52
	a4r
	b1o
	c5o
	88
	a4o
	b5o
	c2o
	124
	a6r
	b4o
	c3o

	17
	a1r
	b5r
	c6r
	53
	a4o
	b1r
	c5r
	89
	a4r
	b5r
	c3r
	125
	a6o
	b4r
	c3r

	18
	a1r
	b5r
	c6o
	54
	a4o
	b1r
	c5o
	90
	a4r
	b5r
	c3o
	126
	a6o
	b4r
	c3o

	19
	a1r
	b5r
	c6r
	55
	a4o
	b1o
	c5r
	91
	a4r
	b5r
	c3r
	127
	a6o
	b4o
	c3r

	20
	a1r
	b5r
	c6o
	56
	a4o
	b1o
	c5o
	92
	a4r
	b5r
	c3o
	128
	a6o
	b4o
	c3o

	21
	a1o
	b5o
	c6r
	57
	a4r
	b1r
	c6r
	93
	a4o
	b5o
	c3r
	129
	a6r
	b5r
	c2r

	22
	a1o
	b5o
	c6o
	58
	a4r
	b1r
	c6o
	94
	a4o
	b5o
	c3o
	130
	a6r
	b5r
	c2o

	23
	a1o
	b5o
	c6r
	59
	a4r
	b1o
	c6r
	95
	a4o
	b5o
	c3r
	131
	a6r
	b5r
	c2r

	24
	a1o
	b5o
	c6o
	60
	a4r
	b1o
	c6o
	96
	a4o
	b5o
	c3o
	132
	a6r
	b5r
	c2o

	25
	a3r
	b4r
	c5r
	61
	a4o
	b1r
	c6r
	97
	a6r
	b1r
	c5r
	133
	a6o
	b5o
	c2r

	26
	a3r
	b4r
	c5o
	62
	a4o
	b1r
	c6o
	98
	a6r
	b1r
	c5o
	134
	a6o
	b5o
	c2o

	27
	a3r
	b4o
	c5r
	63
	a4o
	b1o
	c6r
	99
	a6r
	b1o
	c5r
	135
	a6o
	b5o
	c2r

	28
	a3r
	b4o
	c5o
	64
	a4o
	b1o
	c6o
	100
	a6r
	b1o
	c5o
	136
	a6o
	b5o
	c2o

	29
	a3o
	b4r
	c5r
	65
	a4r
	b2r
	c5r
	101
	a6o
	b1r
	c5r
	137
	a6r
	b5r
	c3r

	30
	a3o
	b4r
	c5o
	66
	a4r
	b2r
	c5o
	102
	a6o
	b1r
	c5o
	138
	a6r
	b5r
	c3o

	31
	a3o
	b4o
	c5r
	67
	a4r
	b2o
	c5r
	103
	a6o
	b1o
	c5r
	139
	a6r
	b5r
	c3r

	32
	a3o
	b4o
	c5o
	68
	a4r
	b2o
	c5o
	104
	a6o
	b1o
	c5o
	140
	a6r
	b5r
	c3o

	33
	a3r
	b4r
	c6r
	69
	a4o
	b2r
	c5r
	105
	a6r
	b2r
	c5r
	141
	a6o
	b5o
	c3r

	34
	a3r
	b4r
	c6o
	70
	a4o
	b2r
	c5o
	106
	a6r
	b2r
	c5o
	142
	a6o
	b5o
	c3o

	35
	a3r
	b4o
	c6r
	71
	a4o
	b2o
	c5r
	107
	a6r
	b2o
	c5r
	143
	a6o
	b5o
	c3r

	36
	a3r
	b4o
	c6o
	72
	a4o
	b2o
	c5o
	108
	a6r
	b2o
	c5o
	144
	a6o
	b5o
	c3o





The high face validity of our scenarios raised the possibility that respondents might answer questions based on their own experiences rather than the details presented in our vignettes. During focus groups and pilot testing, we developed several strategies to prevent this. Participants were reminded to focus on the details of the specific scenario, rather than similar situations they might have encountered. Similarly, we included scenario-specific reminders of key details in the post-test questions, and interviewers routinely solicited feedback from respondents about key details of the vignette. The vignette instrument below shows text in brackets (e.g. [THE CITIZEN], [THE OFFICIAL], etc.) where the survey software provided scenario-specific details that reminded respondents about the specifics of the scenario under consideration. Additionally, at the end of each interview, interviewers scored respondents according to whether they were primarily answering questions based on our vignettes or their own personal experiences. Fewer than 5% of respondents were judged by interviewers to have answered based on their personal experience. After each scenario, participants responded to the post-test questions in the vignette experiment instrument provided in Supplemental Note 2. Thereafter, participants read the subsequent vignette (or had the vignette read to them by the interviewer, as needed). 

Corrupt Exchange Opportunity
After the three vignettes, participants were offered 500 Kenyan Shillings (approximately US$4.50 at the time of the study) as a token of appreciation for completing the vignettes. 94% of respondents agreed to receive the gift and shared their phone numbers to receive payment of 500 Shillings through a mobile phone banking platform. Several days later, respondents received a call from a representative of the survey firm (who was also a confidant) who was responsible for sending payments. That representative offered the participant a corrupt collusion opportunity. Namely, the representative offered to instead send 700 Shillings but requested that the participant send 50 Shillings back to the representative’s private account. Participants in the control condition were told, “the company that runs this survey is big and won’t run out of funds.” Participants in the experimental group were told, “If the study runs out of funds, we just won’t pay some respondents in the future.”  We consider this is a relatively weak manipulation of perceived public costs because the focal respondent did not have a direct social relationship with these “future respondents,” and through the focal respondent’s own study participation they understood that the appreciation payment was only offered at the end of the interview such that unpaid future respondents would likely not have known that they missed out on a payment. In addition to measuring whether participants accepted the bribe, we also have a measure of whether participants who did accept the bribe cooperated held up their end of the agreement by returning the 50 Shillings to the survey company employee. 
Deception was avoided in two important ways. First, experiment enumerators were incentivized to act in their own best interest, as a corrupt official normally would; they kept returned proceeds from the 50 Shilling cooperation payments as a bonus on top of their normal compensation. Second, the study budget was set so that if every respondent accepted the corrupt opportunity funds would have been exhausted before the last few respondents had been paid. Practically speaking, this outcome was highly unlikely as it required 100% acceptance of the corrupt opportunity.
All participants who participated in the behavioral experiment that provided them an opportunity to engage in corruption received a debrief message designed to counteract the stimulus to engage in corruption. Respondents who became upset during the behavioral experiment were given an emergency debrief message immediately during the experiment’s phone call; this emergency debrief is in the behavioral experiment instrument in Supplemental Note 3 below. All other respondents involved in the behavioral experiment received the standard debrief message within one day of the completion of the behavior experiment via text message provided in the Supplemental Note 5 below. 
To ensure that the effects of the manipulation were not driven by the participants having previously discussed bribery, we also ran a control group of participants (N=295) who answered a phone survey about economic conditions in Kenya without reference to corruption 3-4 days before being offered the collusion opportunity. This ancillary survey is provided in Supplemental Note 4 below.


Estimation methods
The main models were estimated in OLS fixed-effect models with fixed-effects for the respondent, enumerator, scenario, and scenario order. Additional controls were included for respondent’s assessment of the price of the bribe in the vignette. Our manipulation of wither the bribe was offered by the citizen or requested by the official was also included. Models were also estimated using mixed-effect models (55) with independent (non-nested) random effects for respondent and scenario and fixed-effects for enumerator and scenario order. Both approaches provided results that were not substantively different from each other. Models were independently run in STATA and in R to further verify results. The indirect effects from the mediation tests were based upon models using the OLS fixed-effect approach. Given that non-parametric bootstrap draws can be problematic when data have a nested structure (i.e., multiple observations per respondents), the significance of the indirect effect was based upon the Monte Carlo simulation approach (42).
	The survey software used by enumerators captured the time taken to answer each question in the vignette experiment interview. Time stamps also captured total time taken in each of the three vignettes, including time required to read the vignette and answer post-test questions. A small percentage of observations recorded unusually short durations, either for a given question or for a full vignette (reading the vignette and answering all questions). The observations were dropped before estimating our models due to concerns that either the enumerator or the respondent had not given necessary attention to the instrument.
 


Supplemental Note 2: Vignette Experiment Instrument

“Ok, let’s start by openly stating some things we probably all understand. First, we all understand that a bribe is a payment that goes from one person to another person. Sometimes citizens can bribe each other, but we are interested in the fairly common situations that involve citizens and officials. Second, we all understand that bribes can arise for different reasons. Sometimes an official might lie or cheat to get a bribe. Other times, citizens might offer a bribe, like if they make a mistake and do not want to suffer the consequences. And sometimes the two sides will exchange a bribe to solve some problem that neither of these individuals caused, like if there is a shortage in something that people need.
We are going to first ask you some general questions about your opinion about different aspects of bribery overall. After that, we will read through three different short stories about common scenarios where bribes are paid. After those stories, we will ask you some questions to compare how you feel about the bribe in the specific scenario.
Ok, let’s start with some questions about bribery in general.”

1. Pre-test questions 

Question Pre-1: Do you think bribery is more of a problem when:   					
A. A citizen offers a bribe
B. An official demands a bribe. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

[bookmark: _Hlk81389589]Question Pre-2: And do you think:				 	
A. Bribery is always unacceptable. 
B. Bribery is acceptable under some circumstances or situations. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-3: Besides whether a bribe is right or wrong, we sometimes talk about bribes as payments that are required for getting some things done. Yes? 
When citizens pay bribes, do you think of it as:			
A. More of an issue of right vs. wrong.  
B. More like paying for a service.	
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-4: What about when officials receive bribes? Do you think of it as:
A. More of an issue of right vs. wrong.
B. More like receiving a payment for providing a service.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-5: And do you think:		
A. It is ok for citizens to pay bribes when it helps them with their own personal problem.
B. It is not okay for citizens to pay bribes because it hurts other people and society. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-6: Do you think:
A. It is ok for officials to accept bribes if they are poorly paid.
B. It is not okay for officials to accept bribes because it hurts other people and society. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-7: When a bribe is paid, who has more of a say? 
A. The citizen
B. The official    	
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-8: And…
A. Paying a bribe is not a problem if the price is low enough.
B. Paying a bribe is always a problem, even if the price is low.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-9: When a bribe is paid:			
A. The citizen who pays normally benefits more. 
B. The official who receives the payment normally benefits more.   
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-10: When Kenyans find themselves in a situation where a bribe could be paid:  	
A. Most Kenyans try hard to avoid paying the bribe.
B. Bribes are so common, most Kenyans will pay it and move along  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-11: What about you? When you find yourself in a situation where a bribe could be paid, do you:  
A. I try hard to avoid paying the bribe.
B. Bribes are so common, I just pay it and move along.  
[bookmark: _Hlk82114970]1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-12: Next, let’s think about whether individuals make their own decisions about whether to pay bribes, or if they do not have a choice because it is part of the normal, expected system. Which of the following statements do you agree with more?  
A. Even though bribery is common, each individual is responsible for their own decision about whether or not to pay a bribe.
B. Individuals cannot be blamed for their decisions to pay bribes- it is so common they must do it. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-13: What about officials? 
A. Even though bribery is common, each official is responsible for their own decision about whether or not to accept a bribe.
B. Officials cannot be blamed for their decisions to accept bribes- it is so common they must do it.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-14:  When most citizens pay bribes, which statement do you think best describes how they feel? 
A. They feel frustrated because they don’t want to pay bribes.
B. They feel embarrassed or ashamed because they know paying bribes is wrong.
C. NEITHER: they neither feel frustrated or embarrassed/shamed
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
6. Most people do not feel frustrated or ashamed when they pay bribes. 
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Pre-15:  When most officials accept bribes, which statement do you think best describes how they feel?  
A. They feel frustrated because they don’t want to accept bribes.
B. They feel embarrassed or ashamed because they know accepting bribes is wrong.
C. NEITHER: they neither feel frustrated or embarrassed/shamed
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
6. Most officials do not feel frustrated or ashamed when they accept bribes. 
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse



2. Scenarios 

Now that we know your opinions about bribery overall, let’s look at some specific scenarios where bribes are paid. After each of these, we will again ask your opinion. We are particularly interested in whether the circumstances in each scenario make you think about bribery differently or not. There are no right or wrong answers to these questions, and it is really important that you give us your honest opinions.
Please answer the questions solely based on the information given in the story, even if some scenarios might seem familiar or you have experienced similar situations before. It’s really important to us that you base your answers on only the details that are given in the story.  


A. Scenarios where the official creates the problem (read the statements in italics before reading the scenario) 

1. In this scenario, a police officer lies about the driver driving too fast and then asks for a bribe to let him go: 

James is driving safely down the highway, under the speed limit and not causing any danger. There is a police roadblock and an officer waves at him to pull over. The police officer says, “Our speed gun down the road captured you going very fast and driving very dangerously. This is a serious offense. We can take you down to the station right now and impound your car. This fine will be 8,000 Ksh, or you can pay me 2,000 Ksh right here and be on your way.” 
James knows that he did nothing wrong, but he also knows that if he does not pay the bribe, he will either spend a lot of time arguing with the officer or he might even be taken to the station. James pays the bribe to the officer, and the officer tells James he is free to go.

2. In this scenario, a police officer lies about the driver driving too fast, and the driver offers a bribe to let him go:
 
James is driving safely down the highway, under the speed limit and not causing any danger. There is a police roadblock and an officer waves at him to pull over. The police officer says, “Our speed gun down the road captured you going very fast and driving very dangerously. This is a serious offense. We can take you down to the station right now, impound your car and the fine will be 8,000 Ksh. Let me see your license.”
James knows that he did nothing wrong, but he also knows that he could spend a lot of time arguing with the officer or he might even be taken to the station. James decides to offer the officer a bribe, and he hands the officer 2,000 Ksh with his license. The officer takes the bribe and tells James he is free to go.

3. In this scenario, a police officer waits at a section of closed road to catch drivers who go through. This is an abuse by the officer- instead of stopping them, he waits until they go through. The officer stops a driver and asks for a bribe to let him go:
 
A short section of the road is closed because it is damaged. A “road closed” sign is posted. A police officer abuses this situation- he waits on the other side of the closed section for any drivers who go around the sign. One day, Peter drives through the closed section of road. When he reaches the other side, the police officer pulls him over and says, “It is illegal to go through a road closure. I should give you a ticket, but if you give me 500 Ksh you can be on your way.”
Peter knows that the police abuse situations like this. But he also knows that if he does not pay the bribe, he could spend a lot of time arguing with the officer or he might even get a ticket. Peter pays the bribe to the officer, and the officer tells Peter he is free to go.
4. In this scenario, a police officer waits at a section of closed road to catch drivers who go through. This is an abuse by the officer- instead of stopping them, he waits until they go through. When he stops a driver, the driver offers a bribe to let him go: 

A short section of the road is closed because it is damaged. A “road closed” sign is posted. A police officer abuses this situation- he waits on the other side of the closed section for any drivers who go around the sign. One day, Peter drives through the closed section of road. When he reaches the other side, the police officer pulls him over and says, “It is illegal to go through a road closure. I should give you a ticket. Let me see your license.” 
Peter knows that the police abuse situations like this. But he also knows that if he could spend a lot of time arguing with the officer or he might even get a ticket. Peter decides to offer the officer a bribe, and he hands the officer 500 Ksh with his license. The officer takes the bribe and tells James he is free to go.

5. In this scenario, a nurse lies that it will take a long time to see the doctor, and the nurse asks for a bribe to help a sick woman see the doctor:

Paul has been very sick for the last week. He has pain in his chest and feels very weak. Paul goes to the casualty door at the public hospital. He goes to the reception and tells the nurse he is very sick and needs to see a doctor. The nurse says there is a very long wait because there are many sick patients and only a few doctors. The nurse is lying. There is no one else waiting, and the examination area is not busy. But he worries that the nurse can delay his mother’s examination. The nurse says, “If you give me a little something, maybe 300 Ksh, I can help you see the doctor sooner.” 
Paul knows the nurse is lying, but he also knows that if he does not pay the bribe the nurse might delay his examination. Paul pays the nurse the bribe. A few minutes later Paul is called in to see the doctor.

6. In this scenario, a nurse lies that it will take a long time to see the doctor, and a family member offers the nurse a bribe to help a sick woman see the doctor:

Paul has been very sick for the last week. He has pain in his chest and feels very weak. Paul goes to the casualty door at the public hospital. He goes to the reception and tells the nurse he is very sick and needs to see a doctor. The nurse says there is a very long wait because there are many sick patients and only a few doctors. The nurse is lying. There is no one else waiting, and the examination area is not busy. But he worries that the nurse can delay his examination. Even though Paul sees that no one else is waiting, he does not want delays for his examination. Paul says to the nurse, “Can I give you a little something to help us?” He gives the clerk 300 Ksh.
A few minutes later Paul is called in to see the doctor.

7. In this scenario, a clerk at Huduma Centre lies about delays in getting a birth certificate and asks a mother for a bribe to get it done:

Beatrice needs to get a copy of her daughter’s birth certificate to register her for school. She knows that the administration takes several months to provide the birth certificate, so she goes to the Huduma Centre many months ahead of time. Even though Beatrice is there months ahead of time, the clerk at Huduma Centre warns her, “There can be delays getting a birth certificate. If you give me 800 Ksh I can see that it gets done.” 
Beatrice knows that the clerk is lying, but she also knows that the clerk can disrupt her getting the birth certificate. Beatrice puts the bribe in the folder with her documents and gives it to the clerk. The clerk takes the folder with the cash and says, “We will have the birth certificate ready for you on time.”

8. In this scenario a clerk at Huduma Centre lies about delays in getting a birth certificate and the mother offers a bribe to get it done:

Beatrice needs to get a copy of her daughter’s birth certificate to register her for school. She knows that the administration takes several months to provide the birth certificate, so she goes to the Huduma Centre many months ahead of time. Even though Beatrice is there months ahead of time, the clerk at Huduma Centre warns her, “There can be delays getting a birth certificate.”
Beatrice knows that the clerk is lying, but she also knows that the clerk can disrupt her getting the birth certificate. Beatrice puts 800 Ksh in the folder with her documents and gives it to the clerk. The clerk takes the folder with the cash and says, “We will have the birth certificate ready for you on time.”


B. Scenarios where the citizen creates the problem (read the statements in italics before reading the scenario)

9. In this scenario, a mother waited too long to go to Huduma Centre to get a birth certificate needed to register her child in school. This problem is her fault. The clerk at Huduma Centre asks for a bribe to fix the problem:

Beatrice needs to get a copy of her daughter’s birth certificate to register her for school, but she waited too long to go to the Huduma Centre to get it. Beatrice knows that the normal procedure takes several months to get the birth certificate, but she can’t wait that long. Beatrice goes to the Huduma Centre and the clerk who assists her says, “If you give me 1,000 Ksh I can have it ready in one week.” 
Beatrice knows that she needs help fixing the problem she made, so she puts 1,000 Ksh in the folder with her documents and gives it to the clerk. The clerk takes the folder with the cash and says, “This will be ready for you in one week.” Beatrice thanks her and leaves, returning one week later to pick the birth certificate.

10. In this scenario, a mother waited too long to go to Huduma Centre to get a birth certificate needed to register her child in school. This problem is her fault. The mother offers a bribe to the clerk at Huduma Centre to fix the problem:

Beatrice needs to get a copy of her daughter’s birth certificate to register her for school, but she waited too long to go to the Huduma Centre to get it. Beatrice knows that the normal procedure takes several months to get the birth certificate, but she can’t wait that long. Beatrice goes to the Huduma Centre and she needs the clerks’ help to fix her problem. She says to the clerk, “Can I give you a little something to help me get this birth certificate faster? I cannot wait the normal period”. 
Beatrice puts 1,000 Ksh in the folder with her documents and gives it to the clerk. The clerk takes the folder with the cash and says, “I can have this ready for you in one week.” Beatrice thanks her and leaves, returning one week later to pick the birth certificate.

11. [bookmark: _Hlk96078116]In this scenario, a driver is driving very dangerously. The problem is his fault. He is caught by the police, and the police ask for a bribe to let him go:

James is driving dangerously fast down the highway, much over the speed limit. There is a police roadblock and an officer waves at him to pull over. The police officer says, “Our speed gun down the road captured you going very fast and driving very dangerously. This is a serious offense. We can take you down to the station right now and impound your car. This fine will be 8,000 Ksh, or you can pay me 2,000 Ksh right here and be on your way.” 
James knows that he broke the law, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. James pays the bribe to the officer, and the officer tells James he is free to go.

12. In this scenario, a driver is driving very dangerously. The problem is his fault. He is caught by the police, and the driver offers the police a bribe to let him go:
James is driving dangerously fast down the highway, much over the speed limit. There is a police roadblock and an officer waves at him to pull over. The police officer says, “Our speed gun down the road captured you going very fast and driving very dangerously. This is a serious offense. We can take you down to the station right now, impound your car, and the fine will be 8,000 Ksh. Let me see your license.” 
James knows that he broke the law, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. James decides offer the officer a bribe, and he hands the officer 2,000 Ksh with his license. The officer takes the bribe and tells James he is free to go.
13. In this scenario, a man stayed out past the Covid 19 curfew. The problem is his fault- he chose to stay at a friend’s house too long. He is caught by the police, and the police ask for a bribe to let him go:
Sammy went across the city to visit friends. He knew there is a 10pm curfew in the city because of COVID-19, but he was having a fun time and did not leave to start the trip home until it was too late. When he got off the bus close to his neighborhood, it was 10:15pm, and he was spotted by a couple of police officers. The police officers stopped him, and one officer said, “You are violating the COVID-19 curfew. We can take you to the station now, and the fine can be 10,000 Ksh, or you can pay us 1,000 Ksh right now and be one your way.”
Sammy knows that he broke the law, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. Sammy pays the bribe to the officer, and the officer tells Sammy he is free to go.

14. In this scenario, a man stayed out past the Covid 19 curfew. The problem is his fault- he chose to stay at a friend’s house too long. He is caught by the police, and the man offers the police a bribe to let him go:
 	Sammy went across the city to visit friends. He knew there is a 10pm curfew in the city because of COVID-19, but he was having a fun time and did not leave to start the trip home until it was too late. When he got off the bus close to his neighborhood, it was 10:15pm, and it was his fault he was late. He was spotted by a couple of police officers. The police officers stopped him, and one officer said, “You are violating the COVID-19 curfew. We can take you to the station now, and the fine can be 10,000 Ksh.”
Sammy knows that he broke the law, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. Sammy decides to offer the officer a bribe, and he hands the officer 1,000 Ksh. The officer takes the bribe and tells Sammy he is free to go.

15. In this scenario, a teacher becomes unemployed because she is very bad at her job. The problem is her fault. The administrator at another school asks for a bribe to get her a new job:
Rachel is a certified teacher who was fired from her last two teaching jobs because she is a very poor teacher. She learns about another school that is hiring teachers, and she goes there to enquire about the job. The administrator at the hiring school tells Rachel that for 10,000 Ksh she will make sure Rachel gets the job. 
Rachel knows that it is her fault that she is unemployed, and she suspects that if she does not pay the bribe she will not get the job. She agrees to pay the bribe to the administrator. She borrows the money from family and friends and gives it to the administrator.
In a few weeks’ time, Rachel receives a notice that she was hired for the job.

16. In this scenario, a teacher becomes unemployed because she is very bad at her job. The problem is her fault. The teacher offers a bribe to the administrator at another school to get a new job:
Rachel is a certified teacher who was fired from her last two teaching jobs because she is a very poor teacher. She learns about another school that is hiring teachers, and she goes there to enquire about the job. When she meets the administrator, Rachel offers her 10,000 Ksh to insure she gets the job. 
Rachel knows that it is her fault that she is unemployed, and she suspects that if she does not offer a bribe she will not get the job. The administrator agrees to this. Rachel borrows the money from family and friends and gives it to the administrator.
In a few weeks’ time, Rachel receives a notice that she was hired for the job.


C. Scenarios where neither the citizen nor the official creates the problem. The necessary services are lacking, and that creates a problem. (read the statements in italics before reading the scenario)

17. In this scenario, an overcrowded hospital results in long waits to see a doctor. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. But the nurse asks for a bribe to help the patient see the doctor faster:
Paul has been very sick for the last week. He has pain in his chest and feels very weak. Paul goes to the casualty door at the public hospital. He goes to the reception and tells the nurse he is very sick and needs to see a doctor. The nurse says there is a very long wait because there are many sick patients and only a few doctors. Paul looks around and sees this is true. The waiting room is full, and he also sees more patients waiting in the hallways in the treatment area The nurse says, “If you give me a little something, maybe 300 Ksh, I can help you see the doctor sooner.” 
Paul gives the money to the nurse and a few minutes later he is called in to see the doctor before the other patients in the waiting room.

18. In this scenario, an overcrowded hospital results in long waits to see a doctor. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. But a family member offers the nurse a bribe to help a sick woman see the doctor:
Paul has been very sick for the last week. He has pain in his chest and feels very weak. Paul goes to the casualty door at the public hospital. He goes to the reception and tells the nurse he is very sick and needs to see a doctor. The nurse says there is a very long wait because there are many sick patients and only a few doctors. Paul looks around and sees this is true. The waiting room is full, and he also sees more patients waiting in the hallways in the treatment area. Paul says to the nurse, “Can I give you a little something to help me?” He gives the nurse the 300 Ksh. 
The nurse takes the money, and a few minutes later Paul is called in to see the doctor before the other patients in the waiting room.

19. In this scenario, a teacher becomes unemployed only because there were no funds available to keep her school open. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor funding for schools. The administrator at another school asks for a bribe to give her the job:
Rachel is a certified teacher who was a very good quality teacher at a local school, but she is now unemployed because the school where she worked closed down because of budget problems. She learns about another school that is hiring teachers, and she goes there to enquire about the job. The administrator tells Rachel that for 10,000 Ksh she can ensure that Rachel will get the job. 
Rachel knows that her unemployment happened because of low funding for schools. But she also knows that if she does not pay the bribe she will be unemployed. She agrees to pay the bribe to the administrator. She borrows the money from family and friends and gives it to the administrator.
In a few weeks’ time, Rachel receives a notice that she was hired for the job.

20. In this scenario, a teacher becomes unemployed job only because there were no funds available to keep her school open. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor funding for schools. The teacher offers a bribe to the administrator at another school to get a new job:
Rachel is a certified teacher who was a very good teacher at a local school, but she is now unemployed because the school where she worked closed down because of budget problems. She learns about another school that is hiring teachers, and she goes there to enquire about the job. When she meets the administrator, Rachel offers her 10,000 Ksh to ensure she is hired for the job. 
Rachel knows that her unemployment happened because of low funding for schools. But she also suspects that if she does not offer a bribe she could be unemployed. The administrator agrees to this. Rachel borrows the money from family and friends and gives it to the administrator.
In a few weeks’ time, Rachel receives a notice that she was hired for the job.

21. In this scenario, a police officer directs drivers to go around a section of closed road. The road is closed because it is damaged. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. The officer asks for a bribe to let the driver go through: 
A short section of the road is closed because it is damaged. A “road closed” sign is posted. A lack of public funds for road construction creates these problems. A police officer is positioned just before the closure sign, directing drivers to find a different route. One day, Peter drives up to the road closure and tells the officer that his destination is just on the other side of the closure and asks to drive through the closure. The officer tells Peter, “The road is closed, but if you give me a little something, maybe 500 Ksh, I can let you go through.” 
Peter gives the money to the officer, and he drives through the damaged section of road. 

22. In this scenario, a police officer directs drivers to go around a section of closed road. The road is closed because it is damaged. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. The driver offers the officer a bribe to let him go through:  
A short section of the road is closed because it is damaged. A “road closed” sign is posted. A lack of public funds for road construction creates these problems. A police officer is positioned just before the closure sign, directing drivers to find a different route. One day, Peter drives up to the road closure and tells the officer that his destination is just on the other side of the closure and asks to drive through the closure. The officer tells Peter that the road is closed. Peter says to the officer, “If I give you a little something, maybe 500 Ksh, will you let me go through?” 
The officer takes the bribe and lets Peter drive through the damaged section of road. 

23. In this scenario, a man is out past the Covid 19 curfew because his bus home was delayed. The problem is not his fault, just the result of poor public services. He is caught by the police, and the police ask for a bribe to let him go:
Sammy took the bus across the city to visit friends. He knew there was a 10pm curfew in the city because of COVID-19, and he left their house with plenty of time to take the bus home before 10pm. However, the city busses were running late and then they got stuck in a traffic jam. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. When he got off the bus close to his neighborhood, it was 10:15pm, and he was spotted by a couple of police officers. The police officers stopped then, and one officer said, “You are violating the COVID-19 curfew. We can take you to the station now, and the fine can be 10,000 Ksh, or ou can pay us 1,000 Ksh right now and be one your way.”
Sammy knows that he broke the law, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. Sammy pays the bribe to the officer, and the officer tells Sammy he is free to go.

24. In this scenario, a man is out past the Covid 19 curfew because his bus home was delayed. The problem is not his fault, just the result of poor public services. He is caught by the police, and the man offers the police a bribe to let him go:
Sammy took the bus across the city to visit friends. He knew there was a 10pm curfew in the city because of COVID-19, and he left their house with plenty of time to take the bus home before 10pm. However, the city busses were running late and then they got stuck in a traffic jam. This is no one’s fault, just the result of poor public services. He was spotted by a couple of police officers. The police officers stopped him, and one officer said, “You are violating the COVID-19 curfew. We can take you to the station now, and the fine can be 10,000 Ksh.”
Sammy knows that it’s not his fault, but he does not want to suffer the consequences. Sammy decides to offer the officer a bribe, and he hands the officer 1,000 Ksh. The officer takes the bribe and tells Sammy he is free to go.



3. Post-test questions to be asked after reading each scenario 

The portions within the square brackets are replaced with scenario-specific text so that respondents get reminders of the details unique to each scenario. In this way, questions customized to keep the respondent thinking about the specific details of each scenario because we are trying to measure different opinions based on differences in the scenarios. 

Question Post-1: In this scenario, [THE CITIZEN] paid [AMOUNT] to [GET _____ DONE]. Which of the following statements would you agree with most?  

A. This is a LOW price for [GETTING ____ DONE]. 
B. This is a HIGH price for [GETTING ___ DONE]. 
C. It is a bribe. It does not make sense to say that the price is Low or High.  

1. Agree with A  
2. Agree with B  
3. Agree with C  

Question Post-2: In this scenario, do you think:    
A.  [THE CITIZEN] feels frustrated because they do not want to pay the bribe.  
B.  [THE CITIZEN] feels embarrassed or ashamed because they know paying bribes is wrong.
C.  Neither.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-3: What about the official?   
A. [THE OFFICIAL] feels frustrated because they do not want to accept the bribe. 
B. [THE OFFICIAL] feels embarrassed or ashamed because they know accepting bribes is wrong.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-4: [Scenario reminder] Do these circumstances…
A. make it more acceptable to pay the bribe.
B. not make it more acceptable to pay the bribe.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-5: Again, under the circumstances in the scenario, would you say:
A. [THE CITIZEN] who paid the bribe benefits more
B. [THE OFFICIAL] who received the bribe benefits more. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

[bookmark: _Hlk81389930]Question Post-6: With respect to [THE CITIZEN] in this scenario, the bribe is:
A. More of an issue of right vs. wrong.    
B. More like paying for a service.            
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-7: With respect to [THE OFFICIAL] in this scenario, the bribe is: 
A. More of an issue of right vs. wrong.   
B. More like receiving payment for providing a service.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post – 8: Still thinking about the same scenario, do you think:

A. [THE OFFICIAL] has more of a say -- they could make the citizen pay the bribe. 
B. [THE CITIZEN] has more of a say – they could have chosen to not pay the bribe. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse
	
Question Post-9: And do you think:  
A. It is ok for [THE CITIZEN] to pay the bribe because it helps them with their own personal problem.
B. [THE CITIZEN] should not have paid this bribe because it hurts other people and society.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-10: And do you think:
A. It is ok for [THE OFFICIAL] to accept the bribe if they are poorly paid.
B. It is not okay for [THE OFFICIAL] to accept the bribe because it hurts other people and society.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-11: Again, [SCENARIO REMINDER] If most Kenyans were in the EXACT SITUATION do you think:   
A. They would try hard to avoid paying the bribe.
B. Bribes are so common, they would pay it and move along.
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-12: And what about you?  
A. You would try hard to avoid paying the bribe. 
B. Bribes are so common, you would just pay it and move along.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-13: Next, let’s think about whether [THE CITIZEN] made their own decision about whether to pay the bribe, or if they did not have a choice because it is part of the normal, expected system. Which of the following statements do you agree with more?
A. Even though bribery is common, [THE CITIZEN] is responsible for his/her own decision to pay the bribe.
B. [THE CITIZEN] cannot be blamed for their decision to pay this bribe- it is so common he/she had to do it.  
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-14: What about [THE OFFICIAL]? 
A. Even though bribery is common, [THE OFFICIAL] is responsible for their own decision to accept the bribe.
B. [THE OFFICIAL] cannot be blamed for their decision to accept this bribe- it is so common he/she had to do it. 
1. Strongly agree with A
2. Somewhat agree with A
3. I am equal between A and B
4. Somewhat agree with B
5. Strongly agree with B
997. Don’t know
999. Refuse

Question Post-15: Finally, we want to know if you think anyone was harmed by the bribe in this scenario. On a scale of 1-5, where 1 is no harm and 5 is a lot of harm, how much harm do you think is done to:
A. [THE CITIZEN] who paid the bribe
B. Other individuals like [THE CITIZEN] who will be in the same situation in the future
C. [THE OFFICIAL] who accepted the bribe
D. Other officials like [THE OFFICIAL] who will be in the same situation in the future 
E. [THE INSTITUTION RELATED TO THE VIGNETTE: e.g. public safety on the roadways, the quality of education, the quality of public healthcare, ETC.] 




4. Collect cell phone number so thank you payment can be sent

“Thank you for your time and for helping us understand your opinions on bribery. As a token of our appreciation, we would like to offer you a “thank you” gift of 500 Kenyan Shillings. This token of our appreciation will be sent by mobile in the coming days. If you wish to receive it, you will need to share your mobile number with us. Do you want to do that?” 





Supplemental Note 3: Behavioral Experiment Instrument
The following two scripts are used to start the conversation with the respondent about the corrupt opportunity: 
1. The control condition, the company loses money, but no real harm:
“Hi, I am with ____ [name of survey administrator omitted at their request]. Do you remember answering our survey a few days ago? [Enumerator waits for their response and has a short conversation about the survey to be sure they are speaking with the actual respondent] Thank you again for your time. Remember that we agreed to send you 500 Ksh for answering our survey a few days ago. I am calling to manage your payment. Instead of the 500 Ksh, we can do a deal together. I can instead send you 700 Ksh. If I send you the 700, I’ll ask you to send 50 Ksh back to my private number. You can keep the extra 150 Ksh. The company that runs this survey is big and it won’t run out of funds. Do you want to do this with me, or do you just want the normal 500 Ksh payment? [If the respondent accepts the opportunity, the enumerator provides a private number where the 50 Ksh can be sent.]
2. The experimental condition, future respondents are financially harmed:
“Hi, I am with ____ [name of survey administrator omitted at their request]. Do you remember answering our survey a few days ago? [Enumerator waits for their response and has a short conversation about the survey to be sure they are speaking with the actual respondent.] Thank you again for your time. Remember that we agreed to send you 500 Ksh for answering our survey a few days ago. I am calling to manage your payment. Instead of the 500 Ksh, we can do a deal together. I can instead send you 700 Ksh. If I send you the 700, I’ll ask you to send 50 Ksh back to my private number. You can keep the extra 150 Ksh. If the study runs out of funds, we just won’t pay some respondents in the future. Do you want to do this with me, or do you just want the normal 500 Ksh payment? [If the respondent accepts the opportunity, the enumerator provides a private number where the 50 Ksh can be sent.]



Script for enumerator answers to respondent’s questions during the call:

1. If respondent signals this is unethical, then reply with:
“I understand. This is just an offer; you don’t have to do it. I can just send you the original 500 Ksh if you want. It’s up to you.”
2. If respondent signals they are worried about detection and punishment, then reply with:
“I wouldn’t be doing this if I was worried about that. If I thought we would get caught, I wouldn’t make the offer b/c I’d be risking my job.”
3. If respondent signals they do not understand the opportunity, then reply with:
“I’m offering us both a chance to take a little extra without the company knowing about it. Remember that we are supposed to send you 500 for participating in our study. I’m saying I can send you 700 instead, so you would get some extra. But I’m asking you to send a bit of that (50) back to me at this other number.”
4. If respondent signals this sound like it is part of the study, then reply with:
“Actually, you are correct! This is part of the study, as we are actually studying how the public reacts to an opportunity to engage in corruption. Thank you for your time. I will send you the agreed 500 Ksh.”
5. If the respondent asks what the enumerator will do if they do not send back the 50 Ksh:
“I can’t control what you do next. I’m asking you to cooperate with me, but I cannot come after you. I’ll send the 700, and then I hope you send me the 50. But you will have to decide.”
6. If respondent signals they do not trust the enumerator and they think this is some sort of scam, then reply with:
“No problem, I understand. You can’t be too careful. I’ll just send you the 500 Ksh. “
7. If the respondent is upset, you should use this emergency debrief message immediately during the phone call. If the respondent is upset, your job is to immediately calm them and reassure them that this corruption opportunity is just part of the study and that you understand they are anti-corruption. 
“Ma’am/sir, I understand that you are upset. Of course, this tells me you are strongly opposed to corruption., and I respect that. Now that I know you are so strongly opposed to corruption, let me tell you that offering you this opportunity was actually part of our study. This study is designed to see if members of the public will or will not engage in corruption. I see you will not, and I respect that, and I will not press you further.

Please do not be alarmed. Be assured that every person in the study is given this same opportunity, and this information helps us understand corruption in Kenya. We hope this more fully explains the purpose of our study. Your participation in this study helps explain how Kenyans feel about corruption and develop strategies for reducing it. In fact, our study was approved by the National Commission on Science, Technology and Innovation as a way to study corruption.

If you are still worried or upset, please let me put you in touch with my supervisor so you can be reassured. I can give you the contact details now, or I can send it to you by SMS so you have a record of it. 

Again, I am sorry to cause you to be upset. I am going to immediately send you the 500 Ksh, and I thank you again for being a part of this study. Your reaction actually helps us understand corruption in Kenya. I hope this explains things and you feel better.”


Script for enumerator to reinforce that this is a corrupt opportunity if the respondent agrees to the additional payment: 
If the respondent accepts the corrupt opportunity, the enumerator reads the following at the end of the call: 
“You understand that because we are breaking the rules, we need to keep this between us?”


Supplemental Note 4: Ancillary Survey Instrument (administered to a separate sample than the bribery vignette survey) 
1. In general, how would you describe:  
a. The present economic condition of this country?
b. Your present living conditions?
Very good  
Fairly good
Neither good nor bad
Fairly bad
Very bad
Don't know

2. How often, if ever, are people like you treated unfairly by the government based on your economic status, that is, how rich or poor you are? 

Very good  
Fairly good
Neither good nor bad
Fairly bad
Very bad
Don't know

3. Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your family gone without: 
a. Enough food to eat?
b. Enough clean water for home use?
c. Medicines or medical treatment?
d. Enough fuel to cook your food?
e. A cash income
Never 
Just once or twice
Several times
Many times
Always
Don't know
4. When you get together with your friends or family, would you say you discuss political matters: Frequently 
Occasionally
Never
Don’t know



5. In this country, how free are you: 
a. To say what you think 
b. To join any political organization you want
c. To choose who to vote for without feeling pressured
Not at all free   
Not very free
Somewhat free
Completely free
Don't know
6. Here is a list of actions that people sometimes take as citizens. For each of these, please tell me whether you have done any of these things during the past year.
a. Would you attend a community meeting if you had the chance?    
b. Get together with others to raise an issue if you had the chance?    
c.  Participate in a demonstration or protest march if you had the chance?    

Often  
Several times 
Once or twice
Would if had the chance
Would never do this

7. During the past year, how often have you contacted 
a. A Member of the County Assembly about some important problem or to give them your views? 
b. A Member of the National Assembly about some important problem or to give them your views? 
c. A political party official about some important problem or to give them your views? 
d. A traditional leader about some important problem or to give them your views? 

Never
Only once
A few times
Often
Don't know

8. Which of the following statements is closest to your view? Choose Statement A or Statement B:   
a. It is more important to have a government that can get things done, even if we do not influence what it does
b. It is more important for citizens to be able to hold the government accountable, even if that means it makes decisions more slowly.

Agree very strongly with Statement 1
Agree with statement 1 
Agree with Statement 2
Agree very strongly with Statement 2
Agree with neither
Don’t know

9. How much do you trust: 
a. The president, or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
b.  Parliament or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
c. Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission or IEBC or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
d. County Assembly or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
e.  The ruling party or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
f. Opposition political parties or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
g. The police or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
h. The Kenya Defense Force or KDF or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
i. Courts of law or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
j. The Kenya Revenue Authority or KRA or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
k. Traditional leaders or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 
l. Religious leaders or haven’t you heard enough about them to say? 

Not at all   
Not very much
Somewhat
Completely
Do not know

10. How well or badly would you say the current government is  
a. Managing the economy, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
b. Improving the living standards of the poor, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
c. Creating jobs, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
d. Keeping prices stable, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
e. Narrowing gaps between rich and poor, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
f. Reducing crime, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
g. Improving basic health services, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
h. Addressing educational needs, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
i. Providing water and sanitation services, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
j. Maintaining roads and bridges, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
k. Providing a reliable supply of electricity, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
l. Preventing or resolving violent conflict, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
m. Addressing the needs of young people, or haven’t you heard enough to say?
n. Protecting rights and promoting opportunities for disabled people, or haven’t you heard enough to say?

Very badly
Fairly badly
Fairly well
Very well
Don’t know/Haven’t heard enough



11. Which of the following statements is closest to your view? Choose Statement A or Statement B
a. Communities are stronger when they are made up of people from different ethnic groups, races, or religions.                                                                                                         
b.  Communities are stronger when they are made up of people who are similar to each other, that is, people from the same ethnic group, race, or religion.

12. Would you say that most people can be trusted or that you must be very careful in dealing with people?

Most people can be trusted 
Must be very careful
Don’t know

13. How much do you trust people from:
a. Another religion 
b. Another ethnicity 

Not at all   
Not very much
Somewhat
Completely
Do not know

14. In the past year, how often, if ever, have you personally been treated unfairly by other Kenyans based on:  
a. Your economic status, that is, how rich or poor you are 
b. Your religion?
c. Your ethnicity?

Never  
Once or twice
Several times
 Many times
Don’t Know

15. Kenyans are very diverse. They come from different religions, ethnic groups, political parties, and economic and social backgrounds. Overall, would you say that there is more that unites all Kenyans as one people or more that divides them? 

Much more that unites us 
Somewhat more that unites us
Somewhat more that divides us
Much more than divides us
Don’t know



16. For each of the following types of people, please tell me whether you would like having people from this group as neighbors, dislike it, or not care:  
a. People of a different religion?  
b. People from other ethnic groups?
c. Homosexuals?
d. Immigrants or foreign workers?
e. People who support a different political party?

strongly dislike  
Somewhat dislike
Would not care
Somewhat like
Strongly like
Don’t know



Supplemental Note 5: Post-experiment debrief message
The following debrief message was sent via text message to all respondents the day after their participation in the behavioral experiment: 
“Thank you for participating in our study on bribery. You probably remember that a member of our research team called you and offered to send you 700 Ksh instead of the promised 500 Ksh if you would send them 50 Ksh. This was part of our study, and it helps us measure whether people would engage in small instances of corruption if given the opportunity. Every person in the study was given this same opportunity, and this information was added to your answers from our survey questions. We hope this more fully explains the purpose of our study. Your participation in this study helps explain how Kenyans feel about corruption and develop strategies for reducing it. 

Thank you again for your participation in this study.”
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Manipulation: Other respondents might not get paid -0.077 

(0.002)

-0.081 

(0.004)

-0.079 

(0.004)

-0.054 

(0.028)

-0.086 

(0.002)

Control group respondent (did not participate in vignette study) 0.057 

(0.095)

0.048 

(0.252)

0.057 

(0.163)

0.035 

(0.324)

 

Manipulation: Other respondents might not get paid # Control group   0.021 

(0.739)

0.022 

(0.721)

0.008 

(0.870)

 

Alternative: Concern about the risk of being caught and punished     -0.195 

(0.000)

-0.231 

(0.000)

-0.187 

(0.001)

Alternative: Concern that this might be a scam     -0.141 

(0.157)

-0.119 

(0.300)

-0.184 

(0.126)

Alternative: Concern about not returning the 50 Ksh     -0.149 

(0.027)

-0.196 

(0.003)

-0.114 

(0.135)

Alternative: Confusion about the corrupt opportunity being offered     0.403 

(0.000)

0.220 

(0.000)

0.368 

(0.000)

Alternative: Concern about the ethics of the corrupt opportunity       -0.602 

(0.000)

 

General attitude about private vs public goods (Pre-test 5): Is it OK to bribe to 

solve personal problems or not OK because bribes hurt others and society? 

        -0.014 

(0.181)

General attitude about descriptive norms (Pre-test 11): I try hard not to pay 

bribes or I just pay them and move along?

        -0.004 

(0.711)

Female -0.004 

(0.874)

-0.004 

(0.885)

-0.005 

(0.839)

-0.024 

(0.285)

-0.022 

(0.454)

Fixed effects: Phone experiment enumerator, subcounty location, education, 

occupation, income category

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Fixed effects: Vignette experiment enumerator n/a n/a n/a n/a Yes

Constant 0.651 

(0.000)

0.653 

(0.000)

0.693 

(0.000)

0.780 

(0.000)

0.863 

(0.000)

Deg. of Freedom 42 43 47 48 62

No. obs 1367 1367 1367 1367 1120

R-squared 0.081 0.081 0.116 0.325 0.133

Adjusted R-squared 0.052 0.051 0.084 0.3 0.082

Table S3: OLS Estimates of Accepting the Corrupt Opportunity in the Behavioral Experiment

P-values in parentheses. Models 7-10 are estimated on respondents from the vignette study as well as the ancillary study group (N=295) that 

completed an alternative survey on non-corruption topics. These models contain fixed effect controls for phone enumerator, subcounty 

location, and levels of education, income, and occupational category. Model 11 is estimated only on respondents that participated in the 

vignette study and contain all fixed effects in models 7-10 as well as vignette enumerator.

Accepts the corrupt opportunity
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Variable Mean SD Min  Max

Male 56.00% 0.50 0 1

Age 32.70 10.03 18 83

Household size 3.53 1.67 1 11

Income categories (monthly)

     < 20,000 Shillings 57.50%

     20,000 - 39,999 14.75%

     40,000 - 59,999 5.84%

     60,000 - 79,999 0.86%

     > 80,000 1.14%

     Refuse to say 19.96%

Education categories (highest attained)

     none 0.78%

     Primary school 9.91%

     Secondary school 48.47%

     College diploma/certificate 23.95%

     University bachelors degree 15.11%

     Master's degree 1.00%

     PhD 0.21%

     Refuse to say 0.57%

Marital status

     Single 39.77%

     Married 56.88%

     Widdowed 1.50%

     Divorced 0.93%

     Other 0.93%

Table SN1.1: Sample Demographic  (N=1,403)
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Benefit

Citizen : 

official

Focal 

citizen

Future 

citizens

The 

institution

Official's fault 0.920 

(0.000)

1.191 

(0.000)

0.557 

(0.000)

-0.193 

(0.000)

Systems's fault 0.478 

(0.000)

0.736 

(0.000)

0.378 

(0.000)

-0.381 

(0.000)

Official requests the bribe 0.241 

(0.000)

0.420 

(0.000)

0.131 

(0.013)

-0.032 

(0.480)

This is a low price -0.881 

(0.000)

-0.538 

(0.000)

-0.223 

(0.039)

-0.093 

(0.275)

This is a high price 0.006 

(0.960)

0.200 

(0.120)

0.214 

(0.062)

-0.077 

(0.496)

Respondent fixed effect yes yes yes yes

Enumerator fixed effect yes yes yes yes

Vignette story category fixed effect yes yes yes yes

Vignette presentation order fixed effect yes yes yes yes

Constant 4.238 

(0.000)

4.515 

(0.000)

4.868 

(0.000)

4.530 

(0.000)

Deg. of Freedom 995 998 999 998

No. obs 2869 2885 2885 2885

R-squared 0.615 0.647 0.633 0.627

Adjusted R-squared 0.354 0.41 0.387 0.377

Harm

Table S1: OLS Estimates of Benefits and Harms Done by the Bribe

Notes: P-values in parentheses. Citizen's fault is the reference category in all models. 

All models contain fixed effects for the respondent, the enumerator conducting the 

interview, which of the six scenario storylines are presented, and the order in which 

the respondent received them. Observations with time stamps for questions that are 

inexplicably short are dropped from the analysis. 
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More 

acceptable?

Willing to 

pay it?

Official's fault -0.422 

(0.000)

-0.185 

(0.018)

System's fault -0.360 

(0.000)

-0.192 

(0.020)

Official requests the bribe -0.016 

(0.792)

-0.095 

(0.152)

This is a low price 0.797 

(0.000)

0.641 

(0.000)

This is a high price -0.142 

(0.308)

-0.039 

(0.793)

Respondent fixed effect yes yes

Enumerator fixed effect yes yes

Vignette story category fixed effect yes yes

Vignette presentation order fixed effect yes yes

Constant 1.202 

(0.000)

1.016 

(0.000)

Deg. of Freedom 998 997

No. obs 2879 2872

R-squared 0.654 0.626

Adjusted R-squared 0.421 0.373

Table S2: OLS Estimates of Acceptability of the Bribe and Self-

Reported Willingness to Pay

Notes: P-values in parentheses. Citizen's fault is the reference 

category in all models. All models contain fixed effects for the 

respondent, the enumerator conducting the interview, which of 

the six scenario storylines are presented, and the order in which 

the respondent received them. Observations with time stamps for 

questions that are inexplicably short are dropped from the 

analysis. 


