Supplementary Table 1. Major, highest education degree and areas of expertise of the 20 panelists that took part in the expert group that worked in the scoping and scoring stages of the Integrated Ecosystem Assessment (IEA).

	Specialist
	Bachelor major
	Highest degree
	Areas of Expertise

	1
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Oceanography
	Population structure, demersal fauna, cephalopods, fisheries, ecological modeling
 

	2
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Ecology and Conservation
	Reef fish ecology, connectivity, phylogeny
 

	3
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Ecology and Biosystematics
	Marine ecology, community and population dynamics, coastal ecosystems
 

	4
	Biological Oceanography
	Ph.D. in Oceanography
	Physical and biological oceanography, phytoplankton ecology, marine productivity, and climate change
 

	5
	Geography
	MSc. in Geography
	Sedimentology, remote sensing, environmental vulnerability, integrated coastal management, and environmental planning
 

	6
	Biology
	MSc. in Ecology
	Reef fish ecology, Community ecology, and functional ecology
 

	7
	Biology
	MSc. in Evolutionary Biology
	Reef fish ecology, climate change, and functional diversity
 

	8
	Oceanography
	MSc. in Coastal Management
	Integrated coastal management, marine protected areas, governance
 

	9
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Ecology
	Ecology and conservation of marine ecosystems, social-ecological systems, anthropic impacts on coastal ecosystems
 

	10
	Geography
	Ph.D. in Physical Geography
	Spatial analysis of oceanographic data, geodiversity and sea-bottom mapping, spatial models, climate change, coastal vulnerability
 

	11
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Biology
	Marine biotechnologies, coastal environmental sciences, plankton and marine microbiology
 

	12
	Geography
	Ph.D. in Geological Oceanography
	Geotechnologies, remote sensing applied to marine and coastal habitats, and geographic information systems
 

	13
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Marine Science
	Marine spatial planning, governance, integrated coastal management, sustainability, protected areas
 

	14
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Oceanography
	Fisheries science, marine social-ecological systems, biodiversity, climate change, governance
 

	15
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Biology
	Benthic ecology, bio-encrustation, and marine biotechnology
 

	16
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences
	Reef fish macroecology, biogeography, evolution, connectivity, and conservation
 

	17
	Oceanography
	Ph.D. in Geography
	Geographic information
systems, ecosystem mapping, marine spatial planning
 

	18
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Oceanography
	Biological oceanography, toxicity, antarctic environments, bioenergetics
 

	19
	Biology
	Ph.D. in Ecology
	Social-ecological systems, small-scale fisheries, conservation biology
 

	20
	Biology
	MSc. in Coastal Management
	Integrated coastal management, marine spatial planning, ecology



