Additional file 2. A step-wise approach to developing a search strategy
	MEDLINE (From database inception to November 14, 2022)

	1
	“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”

	2
	“COVID-19”

	3
	“review”

	4
	1 and 2 and 3


((“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”) AND “COVID-19”) AND “review”

	EMBASE (From database inception to November 14, 2022)

	1
	(“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word]

	2
	(“COVID-19”).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word]

	3
	(“review”).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word]

	4
	1 and 2 and 3


(((“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”) AND “COVID-19”) AND “review”).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word]

	CENTRAL (From database inception to November 14, 2022)

	1
	(“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”):ti,ab,kw

	2
	(“COVID-19”):ti,ab,kw

	3
	(“review”):ti,ab,kw

	4
	1 and 2 and 3


(“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”):ti,ab,kw AND (“COVID-19”):ti,ab,kw AND (“review”):ti,ab,kw

	Web of Science (From database inception to November 14, 2022)

	1
	ALL=(“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”)

	2
	ALL=(“COVID-19”)

	3
	ALL=(“review”)

	4
	1 and 2 and 3


((“advance care planning” OR “advance directive” OR “life-sustaining treatment” OR “end-of-life care” OR “end of discussion” OR “serious illness care problem”) AND “COVID-19”) AND “review”


