Additional file 
Stage 2 search strategy 
Indicative terms as used in MEDLINE – these were adapted according to the indexing available in each database:
(social* connect* or social* isolat* or social* disconnect* or lonel* or disenfranchis* or social network* or support network* or sense of community or (community adj2 participat*)).mp.
(social capital or social cohesion or societal cohesi* or interconnect* or interdepen* or reciproc* or social integrat* or (communit* adj2 resilience) or coalition or social segregation or solitude or (relationship* adj2 (social or quality or enduring or supportive or positive))).mp.
(discriminat* or stigma*).mp.	
((toleran* or acceptan* or integrat* or inclu*) adj3 (racial* or cultural* or sectarian* or ethnic* or divers* or disab* or handicap* or sexuality or LGBT* or minorit* or marginali*)).mp.
((fear or perception* or anxiet* or concerns or concerned) adj3 (crime* or criminal or antisocial behavio?r* or anti-social behavio?r* or danger or violence or safety)).mp.	
((trust* or mistrust or distrust or cohesion) adj3 (communit* or neighbo*)).mp.	
(bullying or intimidat* or cyberbully*).mp.	
(((sense or perception* or feeling) adj3 (inclu* or belonging)) or "community spirit").mp.
Measures list (identified in Phase 1, searched in Phase 2):
(russell and peplau).mp
(short scale and lonel*).mp.
de Jong Gierveld.mp.	
(SELSA or SELSA-S).mp.	
emotional loneliness scale.mp.	
friendship scale.mp.	
perceived social support scale.mp.	
PSS scale.mp.	
(PSS-FR or PSS-FA).mp.	
procidano.mp.	
personal resource questionnaire.mp.
weinert.mp.
(brandt and social).mp.	
Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support.mp. 
Multi-dimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support.mp. 
MSPSS.mp.
(zimet or canty-mitchell).mp.
social support questionnaire.mp.
(SSQ3 or SSQ 3).mp.	
(SSQ6 or SSQ 6).mp.
sarason.mp.
(medical outcome study and social support survey).mp. 
(MOS and social support survey).mp.
MOS-SS.mp.	
Duke-UNC.mp.	
("functional social support" adj3 (survey or questionnaire)).mp.
FSSQ.mp. 
broadhead.mp. 
social provisions scale.mp. 
cutrona.mp. 
("sense of belonging" adj2 (instrument or scale or measure)).mp.	
Interpersonal Support Evaluation List.mp. 
ISEL.mp.	
campaign to end loneliness.mp.
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(instrumentation or methods).fs. or Validation Studies.pt. or Comparative Study.pt. or exp psychometrics/ or psychometr*.ti,ab. or clinimetr*.mp. or clinometr*.mp. or exp "Outcome Assessment (Health Care)"/ or outcome assessment.ti,ab. or outcome measure*.mp. or exp observer variation/ or observer variation.ti,ab. or exp Health Status Indicators/ or exp reproducibility of results/ or reproducib*.ti,ab. or exp discriminant analysis/ or reliab*.ti,ab. or unreliab*.ti,ab. or valid*.ti,ab. or coefficient.ti,ab. or homogeneity.ti,ab. or homogeneous.ti,ab. or internal consistency.ti,ab. or (cronbach* and (alpha or alphas)).ti,ab. or (item and (correlation* or selection* or reduction*)).ti,ab. or agreement.ti,ab. or precision.ti,ab. or imprecision.ti,ab. or precise values.ti,ab. or test-retest.ti,ab. or (test and retest).ti,ab. or (reliab* and (test or retest)).ti,ab. or stability.ti,ab. or interrater.ti,ab. or inter-rater.ti,ab. or intrarater.ti,ab. or intra-rater.ti,ab. or intertester.ti,ab. or inter-tester.ti,ab. or intratester.ti,ab. or intra-tester.ti,ab. or interobserver.ti,ab. or inter-observer.ti,ab. or intraobserver.ti,ab. or intra-observer.ti,ab. or intertechnician.ti,ab. or inter-technician.ti,ab. or intratechnician.ti,ab. or intra-technician.ti,ab. or interexaminer.ti,ab. or inter-examiner.ti,ab. or intraexaminer.ti,ab. or intra-examiner.ti,ab. or interassay.ti,ab. or inter-assay.ti,ab. or intraassay.ti,ab. or intra-assay.ti,ab. or interindividual.ti,ab. or inter-individual.ti,ab. or intraindividual.ti,ab. or intra-individual.ti,ab. or interparticipant.ti,ab. or inter-participant.ti,ab. or intraparticipant.ti,ab. or intra-participant.ti,ab. or kappa.ti,ab. or kappa's.ti,ab. or kappas.ti,ab. or repeatab*.ti,ab. or ((replicab* or repeated) and (measure or measures or findings or result or results or test or tests)).ti,ab. or generaliza*.ti,ab. or generalisa*.ti,ab. or concordance.ti,ab. or (intraclass and correlation*).ti,ab. or discriminative.ti,ab. or known group.ti,ab. or factor analysis.ti,ab. or factor analyses.ti,ab. or dimension*.ti,ab. or subscale*.ti,ab. or (multitrait and scaling and (analysis or analyses)).ti,ab. or item discriminant.ti,ab. or interscale correlation*.ti,ab. or error.ti,ab. or errors.ti,ab. or individual variability.ti,ab. or (variability and (analysis or values)).ti,ab. or (uncertainty and (measurement or measuring)).ti,ab. or standard error of measurement.ti,ab. or sensitiv*.ti,ab. or responsive*.ti,ab. or ((minimal or minimally or clinical or clinically) and (important or significant or detectable) and (change or difference)).ti,ab. or (small* and (real or detectable) and (change or difference)).ti,ab. or meaningful change.ti,ab. or ceiling effect.ti,ab. or floor effect.ti,ab. or Item response model.ti,ab. or IRT.ti,ab. or Rasch.ti,ab. or Differential item functioning.ti,ab. or DIF.ti,ab. or computer adaptive testing.ti,ab. or item bank.ti,ab. or cross-cultural equivalence.ti,ab.
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instrumentation.fs. or Validation Studies.pt. or exp reproducibility of results/ or reproducib*.ti,ab. or exp psychometrics/ or psychometr*.ti,ab. or clinimetr*.ti,ab. or clinometr*.ti,ab. or exp observer variation/ or observer variation.ti,ab. or exp discriminant analysis/ or reliab*.ti,ab. or valid*.ti,ab. or coefficient.ti,ab. or internal consistency.ti,ab. or (cronbach* and (alpha or alphas)).ti,ab. or item correlation.ti,ab. or item correlations.ti,ab. or item selection.ti,ab. or item selections.ti,ab. or item reduction.ti,ab. or item reductions.ti,ab. or agreement.mp. or precision.mp. or imprecision.mp. or precise values.mp. or test-retest.ti,ab. or (test and retest).ti,ab. or (reliab* and (test or retest)).ti,ab. or stability.ti,ab. or interrater.ti,ab. or inter-rater.ti,ab. or intrarater.ti,ab. or intra-rater.ti,ab. or intertester.ti,ab. or inter-tester.ti,ab. or intratester.ti,ab. or intra-tester.ti,ab. or interobserver.ti,ab. or inter-observer.ti,ab. or intraobserver.ti,ab. or intra-observer.ti,ab. or intertechnician.ti,ab. or inter-technician.ti,ab. or intratechnician.ti,ab. or intra-technician.ti,ab. or interexaminer.ti,ab. or inter-examiner.ti,ab. or intraexaminer.ti,ab. or intra-examiner.ti,ab. or interassay.ti,ab. or inter-assay.ti,ab. or intraassay.ti,ab. or intra-assay.ti,ab. or interindividual.ti,ab. or inter-individual.ti,ab. or intraindividual.ti,ab. or intra-individual.ti,ab. or interparticipant.ti,ab. or inter-participant.ti,ab. or intraparticipant.ti,ab. or intra-participant.ti,ab. or kappa.ti,ab. or kappa*.ti,ab. or coefficient of variation.ti,ab. or repeatab*.mp. or ((replicab* or repeated) and (measure or measures or findings or result or results or test or tests)).mp. or generaliza*.ti,ab. or generalisa*.ti,ab. or concordance.ti,ab. or (intraclass and correlation*).ti,ab. or discriminative.ti,ab. or known group.ti,ab. or factor analysis.ti,ab. or factor analyses.ti,ab. or factor structure.ti,ab. or factor structures.ti,ab. or dimensionality.ti,ab. or subscale*.ti,ab. or multitrait scaling analysis.ti,ab. or multitrait scaling analyses.ti,ab. or "item discriminantOR interscale correlation".ti,ab. or interscale correlations.ti,ab. or ((error or errors) and (measure* or correlat* or evaluat* or accuracy or accurate or precision or mean)).ti,ab. or individual variability.ti,ab. or interval variability.ti,ab. or rate variability.ti,ab. or variability analysis.ti,ab. or (uncertainty and (measurement or measuring)).ti,ab. or standard error of measurement.ti,ab. or sensitiv*.ti,ab. or responsive*.ti,ab. or (limit and detection).ti,ab. or minimal detectable concentration.ti,ab. or interpretab*.ti,ab. or (small* and (real or detectable) and (change or difference)).ti,ab. or meaningful change.ti,ab. or minimal important change.ti,ab. or minimal important difference.ti,ab. or minimally important change.ti,ab. or minimally important difference.ti,ab. or minimal detectable change.ti,ab. or minimal detectable difference.ti,ab. or minimally detectable change.ti,ab. or minimally detectable difference.ti,ab. or minimal real change.ti,ab. or minimal real difference.ti,ab. or minimally real change.ti,ab. or minimally real difference.ti,ab. or ceiling effect.ti,ab. or floor effect.ti,ab. or Item response model.ti,ab. or IRT.ti,ab. or Rasch.ti,ab. or Differential item functioning.ti,ab. or DIF.ti,ab. or computer adaptive testing.ti,ab. or item bank.ti,ab. or cross-cultural equivalence.ti,ab.

