Additional file 3 
Characteristics of studies included in stage 1 social connectedness search
	Author
	Year
	Design
	Aim
	Studies included (N)

	Britton [1]
	2020
	Systematic review
	Identify and evaluate the impact of blue space interventions
	33

	Clement [2]
	2013
	Systematic review
	Assess the effects of mass media interventions on mental health-related stigma
	22

	Cohen-Mansfield [3]
	2015
	Critical review
	Evaluate the effectiveness of loneliness interventions in older adults
	34

	Deckx [4]
	2018
	Systematic literature review
	To assess the relationship between loneliness and coping strategies
	12

	Dickens [5]
	2011
	Systematic review
	Assess the effectiveness of loneliness and social isolation interventions in older adults
	32

	Douglas [6]
	2017
	Narrative review
	Review the association between social participation and health in older adults
	NR

	Dyal [7]
	2015
	Systematic review
	Assess the association between smoking and loneliness
	25

	Escobar-Viera [8]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Assess the relationship between social media use and depression in lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals. 
	11

	Hallisy [9]
	2018
	Review of reviews (narrative?)
	Provide a historical perspective on Thai Chi and associations with health and social isolation.
	NR

	Hunter [10]
	2019
	Meta-narrative evidence synthesis
	To assess the impact of urban green space on health, wellbeing, social, environmental and equity.
	38

	Husk [11]
	2016
	Systematic review
	Assess the impact of participation in nature conservation and related activities on health.  
	19

	Jenkinson [12]
	2013
	Systematic review and meta-analysis
	Examine the impact of volunteering on physical and mental health and survival.
	40

	Leigh-hunt [13]
	2017
	Systematic review of systematic reviews
	Assess the wider impact of loneliness and isolation on public health.
	40

	Mancus [14]
	2018
	Systematic review/integrative review
	Evaluate the relationship between green space and neighbourhood violence. 
	30

	Nicholson [15]
	2012
	Literature review
	Review literature on the impact of isolation in older adults.
	70

	Noel [16]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Examine the conceptualisation and measurement of social capital and relationships with other variables in post-disaster/conflict zones 
	15

	Poscia [17]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Evaluate the effectiveness of interventions for loneliness and isolation in older adults. 
	20

	Rees-Punia [18]
	2018
	Meta-analysis
	Examine the relationship between crime, perceived safety and physical activity
	16

	Samari [19]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Assess associations between islamophobia and public health
	53

	Smith [20]
	2017
	Systematic review
	Evaluate the association between social support and physical activity in older adults
	27

	Valtorta [21]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Determine the association between older adults’ social relationships and health care utilisation. 
	126

	Veazie [22]
	
	Rapid review
	Evaluate the effectiveness of interventions which aim to alleviate loneliness and social isolation on health and/or health care utilisation.  
	16

	Villalonga-Olives [23]
	2015
	Systematic review
	Examine bridging social capital in public health settings
	23

	Villalonga-Olives [24]
	2017
	Systematic review
	Evaluate the negative associations between social capital and health
	44

	Villalonga-Olives [25]
	2018
	Systematic review
	Evaluate the effectiveness of social capital interventions in public health
	17

	Wang [26]
	2017
	Conceptual and methodological review
	Develop a framework for social isolation and related concepts and identify relevant measures 
	702

	Xue [27]
	2020
	Meta-analysis
	Evaluate the relationships between social capital and health
	470

	Victor
(What Works Centre for Wellbeing) [28]
	2018
	Review of reviews
	To determine the effectiveness of interventions to alleviate loneliness
	14

	Scherer (What Works Centre for Wellbeing) [29]
	2019
	Blog/guide
	Provide guidance on measuring loneliness 
	NA

	What Works Centre for Wellbeing [30]
	2020
	Report
	Assess the impact of COVID-19 on loneliness in the UK
	NA

	The Campaign to End Loneliness [31]
	NR
	Report
	Provide guidance on choosing scales to measure the impact of services on loneliness in older adults
	NA

	Griffiths [32]
	NR
	Report
	Provide an overview of loneliness and social isolation in the UK
	NA
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