[bookmark: _Hlk120745071]Supplementary Table 1 The consistency analysis of CDU and histopathology hematoxylin eosin staining in evaluating vulnerable plaques
	CDU
	Pathology
	Total

	
	vulnerable plaque
	Stable plaque
	

	vulnerable plaque
	112
	3
	115

	Stable plaque
	4
	16
	20

	total
	116
	19
	135


[bookmark: _Hlk120745014]There was good consistency between CDU and histopathological HE in assessing vulnerable plaques. (Kappa = 0. 790，p＜0.001).

Supplementary Table 2 The consistency analysis of plaque echo judged by two experienced ultrasound doctors in the control group (neurosurgery group)
	
Doctor A
	Doctor B
	
Total

	
	uniformly hypoechoic
	predominantly hypoechoic
	predominantly hyperechoic
	uniformly hyperechoic
	

	uniformly hypoechoic
	3
	1
	0
	0
	4

	predominantly hypoechoic
	0
	14
	2
	0
	16

	predominantly hyperechoic
	0
	2
	76
	3
	81

	uniformly hyperechoic
	0
	0
	5
	29
	34

	total
	3
	17
	83
	32
	135


There was strong consistency between the two experienced ultrasound doctors in their judgment of plaque echogenicity (Kappa = 0. 827，p＜0.001).

