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Informed Consent form.
IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON ACCESS TO PAEDIATRIC SURGERY IN TESO SUB-REGION IN EASTERN UGANDA: Mixed method study
Introduction: My name is ………………………., and I am part of the team conducting a study about surgical conditions in children during this period of covid-19 pandemic.
Purpose: Children may be born with or may develop conditions that require surgical intervention for their treatment. Examples of such conditions are groin hernia and hydrocele, fractures, burns, among others. During the period of the covid-19 pandemic, there have been total and partial lock downs intermittently. Many hospitals suspended elective surgeries and only managed emergencies, as many staff were dedicated to treating covid-19 patients. In this study we will investigate how the pandemic affected access to and utilization of surgical services for children. 
Research procedure: In depth interviews will administered to health care providers and caregivers of children with surgical conditions. The responses will be recorded with a voice recorder to gather information about the management of this condition, and their perception how best services can be delivered in the era of covid-19 basing of their experiences. Voice recording will be done after getting a special permission from the respondent to record his/her voice, and signing of the informed consent form for voice recording. The information we get will be analyzed to generate information on group level that will enable us to understand why children with surgical conditions delayed to access surgical care during the pandemic. You will receive the transcripts of your interview if you want, before publication 
Potential benefits from this study: Understanding the health providers perspective about the delays, and the health systems in place, can guide the managers plan for better services for the children in surgical need even during pandemics. 
Potential harm from this study: There are no risks associated with your participation in this study. Quantitative aspect of the study deals only with records that is operative theatre log books. In the qualitative aspect of the study, health workers/staff will be interviewed in their duty stations during working hours about the effects of Covid-19 on access to surgery by the children. Selected community leaders and sampled parents will be interviewed using the tool, and their responses recoded. All the participants will be expected to first sign the informed consent form before the interview is commenced.
Confidentiality and autonomy: The information that you give us will be kept safely so that no one apart from the investigators have access to it. All data will be de-identified so that your name will not appear in the analysis or any resulting publications. If you have any questions about the study, please ask the lead researcher, Dr. Ajiko Mary Margaret. Phone number: 0772413810. It is your decision to participate in the study and you are free to stop, without any consequences, at any time. If you decide to not attend, your decision will not influence your future work  
Questions regarding the rights of participants or any complaints about the research can be directed to the chairperson of REC Mbale and Ethics Committee, Dr. Fred Bulamba tel: 0754566352   e-mail address: mrrhrec@gmail.com


Acceptance: Before we proceed with the interview, I would like to seek your permission. Do you consent to participate in the study? 
Voluntary participation: Participation in this study is voluntary. If you choose to take part, I will first ask you to sign or finger print this document to verify your consent to participate, and you can keep a copy of the consent form.
Dissemination of information
You will be given a feedback of this study, through the incharge of the health unit or by your community leader
I have been fully explained about this study and understand its purpose and objectives. I understand the details and have been informed about the requirements of the study. My questions have been answered satisfactory. I hereby agree to participate in the study. 

Signature of respondent ___________________________________ Date________________


Thumb print of respondent ----------------------------------------------




Signature of interviewer___________________________________ Date________________
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