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APPENDIX 3
 CARE TAKERS/PARENTS IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW GUIDE: 
IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON ACCESS TO PAEDIATRIC SURGERY IN TESO SUB-REGION IN EASTERN UGANDA

 (Note Interviewer: Child with will be present with the carer, either at home/in clinic, or at the hospital.   

Name of Interviewer________________________  
Date____________________________________
Name of Interviewee_______________________
Relation to child___________________________
Residence               Urban__    Rural
Age_____________________________________
Sex____________________________________
Village------------------------------------------------------------
Number of children in the family ___________
birth order of child with surgical condition__________________________________ 
Formal education level________________________  
Marital status________________________  
Occupation__________________________
Place of Interview (village)_______________________
Time ____________________________ from – to
Transcript: Hours and minutes?

1. Could you please share with us the common health conditions in children in your community? (new-borns, preschool age, school age, teenagers?)
2.  What kind of information have you got regarding the cause of this pandemic?  (Note to interviewer:  probe –for as many causes as possible to gather the information that you need.” Can you explain……”)

3. "Are you aware of any local terminologies used to describe covid-19 pandemic?" (Note to interviewer: If so, probe - "What are the terms used?”,” What do these terms mean?”, "Do you know why these terms are used?”)
4.  I'd like to start by having you briefly tell me about your opinion, about covid-19.
5. How has it affected the community where you live?
6. Has any member in your family been affected by c ovid-19? If so, how severe?
7. Can you tell me what happened when you first heard about covid-19 in your village? (Note to interviewer: Where did they take their sick children for surgical treatment (child was taken first, reasons why, what exactly did she experience? Have your relatives died due to Covid-19?)
8. Has the pandemic made a difference for you when seeking health care for your child/children? especially children accessing surgical care? (You may need to probe to gather the information you need. What is the local term for Covid-19?)
9. How are you now managing your sick children during covid-19 pandemic? (Note to interviewer: If so, probe - “Any special place child is taken to?” “What facilities if any are available?”, “What is done?” Any local or western medicines received?” “If so from where, and name of the treatments”)
10. What concerns have you had or do you have regarding the management of children with surgical conditions? (Note to interviewer: You may need to give examples of surgical conditions, probe to gather the information you need-concerns in the health unit, at home, in the community, experience, opinion, perception, Information how covid-19 is spread etc)
11. What happened to your child/children with a surgical problem when you took them to see a doctor during the pandemic? Can you share your most challenging experience? (Note to interviewer: You may need to probe to gather the information you need (Many countries made the necessary decision to cancel all non-emergency surgical procedures to free up personnel and resources to care for patients with covid-19 how did this exercise affect you?) 
12. Is there any other information about the children in this area that you think would be useful for the decision makers to know? (Note to interviewer: If so, you may need to probe to gather the information you need, in event of another pandemic, did you need a total network, or the?)
13. What recommendations do you have for the future, if another outbreak of an infectious condition occurs in the country, how would you want the situation handled including the risk management? (Such us the total lockdown, no public transport allowed, staff were allowed to work in swifts among others)
14.  In what way has the school closure during this pandemic affected the health of your children?
15. Is there anything more you would like to add that I have not asked you about? 
16. How did you perceive the interview?
17. Can you take us to another person who has similar experience?
I’ll be analysing the information you and others have given me. I hope to submit a draft report to the district in one month’s time. I’ll be happy to send you a copy to review at that time, if you are interested. 

Thank you for your time!
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