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APPENDIX 1:
[bookmark: _Toc363853868][bookmark: _Hlk503535164]HEALTH SERVICE PROVIDERS KEY INFORMANT GUIDE: 

IMPACT OF COVID 19 ON ACCESS TO PAEDIATRIC SURGERY IN TESO SUB-REGION IN EASTEN UGANDA: Mixed method study.

Name of Interviewer______________________  
Date____________________________________
Age____________________________________ 
Sex_____________________________________
Staff Position____________________________
Number of years in profession_______________
Number of years in current hospital
Name of Health Unit________________________  
Level of health unit__________________________
Place of Interview _______________________
Time (date and from – to) ____________________________
Transcribed: hours and minutes? _______________________

1. Please share with me what your responsibilities are in this health unit.
2. Please share with me what you know about paediatric surgical conditions? Are they managed in this hospital? 
3.  What kind of information do you have regarding the COVID-19 pandemic? 
4. What information do you have regarding the cause of this pandemic?  (Note to interviewer:  probe –for as many causes as possible to gather the information that you need.” Can you explain
5. In what way is your health unit involved in the management of the COVID-19 pandemic?
6. In what way are you as a health care provider involved in the management of patients during the COVID-19 pandemic?
7. In your opinion, do you think paediatric surgical conditions are a problem in your community during the covid-19 pandemic?
8.  What is your professional experience with managing children requiring surgical intervention a) before and b) during the Covid-19 pandemic? (Note to interviewer: If so, probe - “Any training for managing these conditions?” “Where trained?” “When trained? Number of children seen in one month with a surgical condition”?)
9.  In what way has the school closure during this pandemic affected the health of your children in your community?
10. Is there any other information about the children in this area that you think would be useful for the decision makers to know? (Note to interviewer: If so, you may need to probe to gather the information you need, in event of another pandemic, did you need a total network, or the?)
11. [bookmark: _Hlk91522944]What recommendations do you have for the future, if another pandemic outbreak of an infectious condition occurs in the country, how would you want the situation handled including the risk management (Such us the total lockdown, no public transport allowed, staff were allowed to work in swifts among others)
12.  Is there anything more you would like to add? Questions you expected to receive which has not been asked?
13. How did you perceive this interview?

I’ll be analysing the information you and others have given me, I’ll be happy to send you a copy to review, if you are interested. 

Thank you for your time!
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