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Table S1. Comparison of models using Akaike Information Criterion corrected (AICc). All models have biomass as the response variable, and site as a random factor. 
	Iteration
	Model
	ΔAICc
	df

	1
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status + initial height
	0.00
	7

	
	invaded status + sterile status + initial height
	7.35
	6

	
	invaded status + initial height
	12.67
	5

	
	sterile status + initial height
	13.23
	5

	
	initial height
	18.62
	4

	
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status
	138.26
	6

	
	invaded status + sterile status 
	144.92
	5

	
	invaded status
	150.51
	4

	
	sterile status
	152.45
	4

	
	--- (only site as a random factor)
	158.10
	3

	2
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status + initial height
	0.00
	7

	
	invaded status + sterile status + initial height
	5.17
	6

	
	sterile status + initial height
	9.12
	5

	
	invaded status + initial height
	9.73  
	5

	
	initial height
	13.70
	4

	
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status
	59.68
	6

	
	invaded status + sterile status 
	65.37
	5

	
	sterile status
	70.02
	4

	
	invaded status
	71.67
	4

	
	--- (only site as a random factor)
	76.36
	3

	3
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status + initial height
	0.00
	7

	
	invaded status + sterile status + initial height
	11.18
	6

	
	sterile status + initial height
	15.60
	5

	
	invaded status + initial height
	17.94
	5

	
	initial height
	22.39
	4

	
	invaded status + sterile status + invaded status:sterile status
	41.47
	6

	
	invaded status + sterile status 
	53.00
	5

	
	sterile status
	57.63
	4

	
	invaded status
	58.99
	4

	
	--- (only site as a random factor)
	63.65
	3
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