	
	The NHF group
N = 34
	The LFO group
N = 30

	Age (years), median (range)
	71.0 (46.0 to 83.0) 
	70.0 (35.0 to 81.0)

	Sex, male/female
	20 (59%)
	18 (60%)

	Weight (kg), median (range)
	60.0 (31.3 to 79.2)
	60.2 (41.1 to 104.3)

	BMI (kg/m2), median (range)
	22.4 (15.0 to 30.6)
	22.7 (16.8 to 36.3)

	Smoking history
	18 (53%)
	20 (67%)

	FEV1.0% (%), median (range)
	76.3 (63.1 to 100.0)
	75.5 (54.7 to 89.0


Appendix A. The demographic data of patient in each group in sub-analysis without patients with surgically altered gastrointestinal 
anatomy cases 
Values are given number (%) or median (range).
LFO: Low flow oxygen via a nasal cannula
BMI: Body mass index, FEV1.0%: Forced expiratory volume % in one second, COPD: Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

