Highlights：
a. The concentration of DDT in Yangtze River sediments is relatively high.
[bookmark: _GoBack]b. DDT was derived from technical DDT historically used.
c. Only site 2 (Luzhou) has a new DDT input.
d. The non-carcinogenic risk was higher in children than in adults and young adults.
e.11 of the 19 sites presented an unacceptable risk of cancer by eating fish.

