STROBE Statement—Checklist of items that should be included in reports of cross-sectional studies 

	
	Item No
	Recommendation

	Title and abstract
	1
	(a) Understanding Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices on Ebola Virus Disease: A Multi-Site Mixed Methods Survey on Preparedness in Rwanda

	
	
	(b) Page 2

	Introduction

	Background/rationale
	2
	Page 3-5

	Objectives
	3
	Page 5, Paragraph 2

	Methods

	Study design
	4
	Page 5, Paragraph 3

	Setting
	5
	Page 5, Paragraph 3

	Participants
	6
	Page 5-6

	Variables
	7
	NA

	Data sources/ measurement
	8*
	 NA

	Bias
	9
	NA

	Study size
	10
	Page 6, Paragraph 1: Assuming 50% of the target population have an attribute of interest, a minimum sample of 1000 was found to be adequate at 95% confidence level, 4.95% level of precision and considering a non-response rate of 15%. In all five districts, the researchers reached a total of 1010 participants using a structured questionnaire. Data was collected using Kobo Collect (a real time data collection tool).

	Quantitative variables
	11
	Check Annexes

	Statistical methods
	12
	(a) Page 7, Paragraph 2

	
	
	(b) Describe any methods used to examine subgroups and interactions: NA

	
	
	(c) Explain how missing data were addressed: NA

	
	
	(d) If applicable, describe analytical methods taking account of sampling strategy: NA

	
	
	(e) Describe any sensitivity analyses: NA

	Results

	Participants
	13*
	(a) Page 6, Paragraph 1

	
	
	(b) Give reasons for non-participation at each stage: NA

	
	
	(c) Consider use of a flow diagram: NA

	Descriptive data
	14*
	(a) Page 7, Paragraph 4

	
	
	(b) Indicate number of participants with missing data for each variable of interest: NA

	Outcome data
	15*
	Report numbers of outcome events or summary measures: NA

	Main results
	16
	(a) Page 7-9

	
	
	(b) Report category boundaries when continuous variables were categorized: NA

	
	
	(c) If relevant, consider translating estimates of relative risk into absolute risk for a meaningful time period: NA

	Other analyses
	17
	Qualitative analysis: Page 9-16

	Discussion

	Key results
	18
	Summarise key results with reference to study objectives: Page 16-19

	Limitations
	19
	Page 20, paragraph 2

	Interpretation
	20
	Overall, the study noted relatively high knowledge levels among the study respondents with 99.6% reporting having heard of Ebola. Such high level of awareness is a strong indication of the awareness raising efforts that have been previously undertaken by the Government of Rwanda. The results of this study also suggest that future communication and media efforts should be focused on knowledge dissemination in the public domain, such as available treatment options, case reporting, and positively interacting with EVD survivors.

	Generalisability
	21
	These findings, along with existing data and previous experience in communicating Ebola throughout the country should help guide other high-risk countries in creating an effective, evidence-based framework for controlling EVD.

	Other information

	Funding
	22
	Page 21


*Give information separately for exposed and unexposed groups.

Note: An Explanation and Elaboration article discusses each checklist item and gives methodological background and published examples of transparent reporting. The STROBE checklist is best used in conjunction with this article (freely available on the Web sites of PLoS Medicine at http://www.plosmedicine.org/, Annals of Internal Medicine at http://www.annals.org/, and Epidemiology at http://www.epidem.com/). Information on the STROBE Initiative is available at www.strobe-statement.org.
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