Supplementary Table S1: Comparison of facilities
	Variables
	Secondary Centre
	Tertiary Centre

	Year established
	2006
	1988

	Population served
	750,000
	5,000,000

	Sources of patients
	Walk-in, community outreach programs and referrals
	Walk-in, community outreach programs, primary eye care centres, referrals 

	
	
	

	Staffing (Number of personnel)
	
	

	Medical officer/consultant
	2
	31

	Fellows
	1
	26

	Post-graduates
	1
	18

	Mid-level ophthalmic personnel
	20
	281

	Administrative and other staff
	8
	74

	Consultant anaesthesiologist
	0
	1

	Clinical services 
	
	

	Diagnosis
	Refractive error, Cataract, Glaucoma conditions
	Comprehensive

	Biometry
	TOMEY Optical Biometer
	IOL Master 700
&PACSCAN plus

	Treatment procedures
	Refractive error, Cataract, glaucoma, medical retina, YAG 
	All 

	
	
	

	Cataract surgery options
	Phaco, MICS, MSICS,ECCE
	FEMTO, Phaco, MICS, MSICS,ECCE

	Proportion of cataract surgeries in total surgery volume
	81%
	60%

	Patients referred by other eye hospitals / ophthalmologists
	79
	1,761

	Patients referred to tertiary centre (base hospital) for further intervention
	3,730

	-

	Patients referred to tertiary centre (base hospital) for cataract surgery
	84
	-


Phaco – Phacoemulsification; MICS – Micro incision cataract surgery; MSICS-Manual small incision cataract surgery; ECCE – Extracapsular cataract extraction
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