APPENDIX A – Online questionnaire, Information sheet and consent form

Anonymous Online Questionnaire

TBL (Team Based Learning) SESSION FEEDBACK
Question 1 relates to your past experience and questions 2-7 relate to your recent TBL session

	1. Have you participated in TBL before this session?     YES                       NO

If so, please describe your past experience of TBL  


	









	2. Did you complete the TBL preparation material?   YES                          NO 

If not, please explain why

	









	3. Did you have a positive experience with TBL group discussions? YES         NO

Please explain the reason(s) for your answer 

	









	4. Did you feel the in-class assessments were useful?        YES               NO  

Please explain the reason(s) for your answer

	









	5. Do you feel TBL is an effective learning method?     YES                 NO 

      Please explain the reason(s) for your answer

	









	6. Which teaching method do you prefer?      TBL               PBL           Lectures

Please explain the reason(s) for your choice

	









	7. Do you have any other comments? 

	









Information Sheet 
(Adapted UCL’s ‘Guidance on completing participant information sheets’ template: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/legal-services/file/695)

1. Research project title
‘What are the Perceptions and attitudes of Physician Associate (PA) students towards Team Based Learning (TBL) as a teaching method?’
2. Invitation
You are being invited to take part in this research project. Before you do this, it is important for you to understand why this project is being done and you’re your participation will involve. Please read the following information carefully and discuss with others if required. Ask us if anything is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide if you wish to take part. 
3. What is the project’s purpose? 
TBL has been used effectively in UK medical schools as well as Physician Assistant Programmes in the United States. The aim of this research is to identify the attitudes and perceptions of Physician Associate students such as yourself towards this teaching method. 
4. Why have I been chosen?   
We are evaluating PA student attitudes at Brunel University. This is being offered to all 24 second year PA students. As you are already training in teams, it was felt that your cohort is most appropriate to evaluate this teaching method. 
5. Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep (and be asked to sign a consent form). You can withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without it affecting your studies. You can still participate in the TBL session without taking part in the questionnaire evaluation or this study. 
6. What will happen to me if I take part? 
You will be invited to attend a 2 hour TBL training session in April 2021. Following this you will be invited to attend a second TBL session in May 2021. This will be a single 2 hour morning session on Stroke medicine. Following this second session you will be asked to complete a feedback questionnaire. You will have 2 weeks after the Stroke TBL session to complete this. A link will be sent to you by email. This will take you to the University’s anonymous survey platform that you can complete remotely. 
7. What do I have to do? 
There is nothing you have to do differently compared to your other teaching sessions on the programme, however you may need to spend time revising the preparation material that will be sent to you prior to the TBL session. 
8. What are the possible disadvantage and risks of taking part? 
There are no expected disadvantages or risks in taking part.
9. What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
As you will be offered the TBL session even if you don’t take part in the evaluation questionnaire, there is no direct benefits. However, your input will help shape the future of teaching in the PA programme.  
10. Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential? 
All the information that we collect from the questionnaire will be kept strictly confidential. You will not be able to be identified in any ensuing reports or publications. 
11. What will happen to the results of the research project? 
The results may be used in an assignment for a Medical Education Certificate (RCP/UCL). In addition, the information collected from the project might be used for subsequent research and publications. You can request a copy of the results after the project is completed. 
12. Contact details
Dr. Basaam Aweid
Medical Director for the Physician Associate MSc
Brunel University London
Basaam.aweid@brunel.ac.uk

ONLINE CONSENT FORM
BRUNEL UNIVERSITY’S CONSENT FORM
STUDY TITLE: 
Perceptions and attitudes of Physician Associate (PA) students towards Team Based Learning (TBL) as a teaching method

NAME OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Dr. BASAAM AWEID



Please confirm the following:

	
	Yes
	No

	· I have read the Participant Information Sheet included with this questionnaire;

	
	

	· I am over the age of 18; 

	
	

	· I understand that no personal identifying data is collected in this study, therefore I know that once I have submitted my answers I am unable to withdraw my data from the study;

	
	

	· I agree that my data can be anonymised, stored and used in future research in line with <REDACTED> University’s data retention policies;

	
	

	· I agree to take part in this study

	
	





APPENDIX B – Ethical consideration; correspondence with Vice Dean-Research 

Dear Basaam

My apologies for the delayed reply-we had a home computer network collapse. Who knew a router could fail. 

For your project in terms of governance you are correct in noting you would need permission from the head of department to access the students for research purposes but you do not need Brunel ethics. Generally we actively discourage staff from using their own students for research because of the power dynamics but sometimes it is necessary and this-I guess-is an example of that.

As I understand it the session you are giving is one you would normally provide it is just that you are using TBL and it is the evaluation of the session by the students that constitutes the evaluation.What we would want you to do would be to show how taking part is entirely voluntary on the part of the student and you would not know who has participated. I would suggest that rather than use printed survey documents and mailing/taking them to an administrator which may compromise anonymity that you use the on-line survey platform we subscribe to collect the data -you can then just download the data (and it can be used for qualitative answers). You can then provide students with a research participation invitation ,using the on-line recruitment portal that then minimises the pressure put on students to participate.

hope that helps

christina

Recruitment example

https://intra.brunel.ac.uk/news/TakePartInResearch.aspx?rpi=541

survey details

https://intra.brunel.ac.uk/s/cc/kb/Pages/I'd-like-to-run-an-online-survey.aspx

Christina R. Victor BA, M Phil, PhD, FAcSS, FFPH, FGSA

Professor of Gerontology and Public Health,
Vice Dean-Research,
Director Institute of Health, Medicine and Environments.
Brunel University London
College of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences,
Department of Health Sciences,
Mary Seacole Building, 
Brunel University London, 
Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, 
United Kingdom.

T +44 (0)1895 268730


From: Basaam Aweid (Staff) <Basaam.Aweid@brunel.ac.uk>
Sent: 04 March 2021 13:51
To: Christina Victor (Staff) <Christina.Victor@brunel.ac.uk>
Subject: TBL evaluation proposal 
Dear Christina, 
I work as Medical Director for the PA programme. 
I am planning to run an evaluation study to investigate student attitudes and perceptions of TBL (team based learning) as a teaching method. This will be offered to all the second year cohort and will consist of 1 session followed by students to complete a questionnaire. 
I attach the study proposal draft that I am writing as part of my MedEd certificate (RCP/UCL). 
I wanted to confirm that ethical approval is not required? 
Please let me know,
Thank you, 
Basaam 
Basaam Aweid MBBS BSc MRCP
Medical Director for Physician Associate MSc, Stroke Consultant at Hillingdon Hospital
T +44(0)1895 268765 | E basaam.aweid@brunel.ac.uk
Working hours at Brunel: Wednesday (09:30-12:30) and Thursday (09:30-17:00) with limited access to emails outside these hours. 
Brunel University London
College of Health and Life Sciences
Department of Clinical Sciences
Brunel University London, Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, United Kingdom
T +44(0)1895 274000
www.brunel.ac.uk
Connect with the University on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Google+, Instagram



[bookmark: _GoBack]APPENDIX C; Permission to hold the study (Email correspondence with Head of Department) 

Many thanks for this. 
Hope the study goes well.
Best wishes, 
Subhash 

From: Basaam Aweid (Staff) <Basaam.Aweid@brunel.ac.uk> 
Sent: 25 March 2021 10:33
To: Subhash Pokhrel (Staff) <Subhash.Pokhrel@brunel.ac.uk>
Subject: RE: TBL Study proposal

Hi Subhash, 

Sorry, forgot to attach proposal. Please see attached study proposal (in PGCert/assignment format). 

BW, 
Basaam

From: Subhash Pokhrel (Staff) <Subhash.Pokhrel@brunel.ac.uk> 
Sent: 25 March 2021 10:29
To: Basaam Aweid (Staff) <Basaam.Aweid@brunel.ac.uk>
Cc: Allison Wiseman (Staff) <Allison.Wiseman@brunel.ac.uk>; John Cossar (Health Staff) <John.Cossar@brunel.ac.uk>; Christina Victor (Staff) <Christina.Victor@brunel.ac.uk>
Subject: RE: TBL Study proposal
Importance: High

Thanks Basaam. Happy to support this but please can you send me an outline proposal (max 2 pages)? I guess you already have one as part of your PGCert but in case you don’t, let’s have one for department record please. 
Please make sure I have the two-pager before you commence the study. 
Would that be OK??
Thanks, 
Subhash 

From: Basaam Aweid (Staff) <Basaam.Aweid@brunel.ac.uk> 
Sent: 25 March 2021 10:17
To: Subhash Pokhrel (Staff) <Subhash.Pokhrel@brunel.ac.uk>
Cc: Allison Wiseman (Staff) <Allison.Wiseman@brunel.ac.uk>; John Cossar (Health Staff) <John.Cossar@brunel.ac.uk>
Subject: TBL Study proposal

Dear Subhash. 

I plan to perform an evaluation of TBL (team based learning) as a new teaching method on our Physician Associate Programme. I will be running this for our 2nd year PA students (August 2019 cohort). This will take place virtually using our approved platforms; Blackboard collaborate Ultra and LAMS. 

The study proposal is part of the work I am required to do for my PGCert in Medical Education. I have been advised that I do need your permission to go ahead with this study. 

I have sought advice from Christina Victor (Research Vice Dean) who is supportive and has informed me that I will not require ethical approval. Allison is also very supportive. 

Please let me know if you require any further information.

Best wishes, 
Basaam
Basaam Aweid MBBS BSc MRCP
Medical Director for Physician Associate MSc, Stroke Consultant at Hillingdon Hospital
T +44(0)1895 268765 | E basaam.aweid@brunel.ac.uk
Working hours at Brunel: Wednesday (09:30-12:30) and Thursday (09:30-17:00) with limited access to emails outside these hours. 
Brunel University London
College of Health and Life Sciences
Department of Clinical Sciences
Brunel University London, Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, United Kingdom
T +44(0)1895 274000
www.brunel.ac.uk
Connect with the University on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Google+, Instagram


