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Introduced from Ewald Weber & Daniel Gut (2004)
Answer the following questions and sum up the scores given on the right side. If not otherwise indicated, only one answer applies.
1. Climatic match
Does the known geographical distribution of the species include ecoclimatic zones similar with those of the risk area?
 No                                                        0
Yes                                                        2
2. Status of species in northern China
Is the species native to northern China?
Yes                                                        0
 No                                                        2
3. Geographic distribution in northern China
In how many provinces does the species occur?
Species occurs in 0 or 1 province                     1
Species occurs in 2- 5 provinces                      2
Species occurs in >5 provinces                        3
4. Range size of global distribution
How is the size of the global range (native and introduced)?
Range is small, species is restricted to a small area within one continent 
                                                                         0
 Range is large, extending over more than0 150latitude or longitude in one continent or covers more than one continent                 3
5. History as an agricultural weed elsewhere
Is the species reported as a weed from somewhere else?
 No                                                     0
 Yes                                                    3
6. Taxonomy
Does the species have weedy congeners?
 No                                                     0
 Yes                                                     3
7. Seed viability and reproduction
How many seeds do the species approximately produce?
If the species is present in the risk area, this question refers to plants within the risk area. If the species is present in Europe, this question refers to plants within the European range. If the species is not present in Europe, this question refers to the native or introduced range of the species.
 Few seeds or no viable seeds                          1
 Many seeds                                               3
 Do not know                                             2
8. Vegetative growth
Allocate species to one of the following. If more than one statement applies, take the one with the highest score.
 Species has no vegetative growth that leads to lateral spread       0
 If a tree or shrub, species has the ability to resprout from stumps or stem layering, or stems root if touching the ground                        2
 Species has bulbs or corms                                              1
 Species has well developed rhizomes and /or stolons for lateral spread    4
 Species fragments easily, fragments can be dispersed and produce new plants                                                                        4
 Other or do not know                                                     2
9. Dispersal mode
Allocate species to one of the following. If more than one statement applies, take the one with the highest score.
 Fruits are ﬂeshy and smaller than 5 cm in diameter                   2
 Fruits are ﬂeshy and larger than 10 cm in length or diameter        0
 Fruits are dry and seeds have well developed structures for long-distance dispersal by wind (pappus, hairs, wings)                               4
 Fruits are dry and seeds have well-developed structures for long-distance dispersal by animals (spikes, thorns)                                    4
 Species has mechanisms for self-dispersing                            1
Other or do not know                                                       2
10. Life form
What is the lifeform of the species?
 Species is a small annual (< 80 cm)                                 0
 Species is a large annual (>80 cm)                                  2
 Species is a woody perennial                                        4
 Species is a small herbaceous perennial (< 80 cm)               2
 Species is a large herbaceous perennial (>80 cm)                4
 Species is a free ﬂoating aquatic                                    4
 Other                                                                    2
11. Habitats of species
Allocate species to one of the following. If more than one statement applies, take the one with the highest score.
 Riparian habitats,                                                       3
 Bogs/swamps                                                           3
 Wet grasslands                                                          3
 Dry (xeromorphic) grasslands                                        3
 Closed forests,                                                          3
 Lakes, lakeshores, and rivers                                         3
 Other,                                                                     0
12. Population density
What is the local abundance of the species?
If the species is present in the risk area, this question refers to plants within the risk area. If the species is present in Europe, this question refers to plant within the European range. If the species is not present in Europe, this question refers to the native or introduced range of the species.
 Species occurs as widely scattered individuals                    0
 Species forms occasionally patches of high density               2
 Species forms large and dense monocultures                       4
Total score
Identify risk class
3–20    Low risk — Species is unlikely to pose a threat to natural communities.
21–27   Intermediate risk — Species requires further observation.
28–39   High risk — Species is likely to become a threat to natural communities if naturalized.
