	Treatment
	Growth rate
	Chl a
	Φ
	qP
	Y (II)

	
	Mean values
	Pred.
	Obs.
	Syn. ratio
	Mean values
	Pred.
	Obs.
	Syn. ratio
	Mean values
	Pred.
	Obs.
	Syn. ratio
	Mean values
	Pred.
	Obs.
	Syn. ratio
	Mean values
	Pred.
	Obs.
	Syn. ratio

	Control
	1.07
	
	
	
	0.60
	
	
	
	0.68
	
	
	
	0.96
	
	
	
	0.52
	
	
	

	Cd 1
	0.51
	
	
	
	0.61
	
	
	
	0.65
	
	
	
	0.95
	
	
	
	0.51
	
	
	

	Cd 2
	0.37
	
	
	
	0.58
	
	
	
	0.64
	
	
	
	0.94
	
	
	
	0.49
	
	
	

	Cd 3
	0.28
	
	
	
	0.40
	
	
	
	0.65
	
	
	
	0.91
	
	
	
	0.46
	
	
	

	N-limited
	0.78
	
	
	
	0.31
	
	
	
	0.62
	
	
	
	0.94
	
	
	
	0.49
	
	
	

	N-lim + Cd1
	0.30
	0.35
	0.28
	1.24
	0.27
	0.53
	0.45
	1.17
	0.61
	0.87
	0.90
	0.97
	0.81
	0.97
	0.84
	1.15
	0.41
	0.92
	0.79
	1.17

	N-lim + Cd2
	0.22
	0.25
	0.21
	1.23
	0.40
	0.50
	0.67
	0.75
	0.63
	0.86
	0.93
	0.93
	0.84
	0.96
	0.88
	1.10
	0.41
	0.89
	0.79
	1.13

	N-lim + Cd3
	0.15
	0.19
	0.14
	1.36
	0.31
	0.34
	0.52
	0.67
	0.63
	0.87
	0.93
	0.94
	0.72
	0.93
	0.75
	1.24
	0.38
	0.83
	0.73
	1.14


Table S1: Growth rate (day-1); chlorophyll a (µg mL-1),  maximum quantum yield  (Φ), photochemical quenching  (qP) and effective quantum yield ((Y (II)) (relative units) of Ankistrodesmus densus exposed to cadmium (Cd), nitrogen limtation (N-limited), and Cd and N-limited combination for 72 h. Predicted effects (Pred.) were calculated using the equation 1, observed effects (Obs.) were calculated using equation 2, and synergism ratio (Syn. ratio) was calculated using equation 3 (Please refer to the main text for further details). Cd 1 = 0.49 µM Cd2+; Cd 2 = 0.98 µM Cd2+; Cd 3 = 1.96 µM Cd2+; N-limited 0.01 mM N. Control does not contain Cd and it contains 1 mM N.

