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	Participant 
	Pre-ban
	1-month post-ban
	6-months post-ban

	Participants who thought that that the ban would lead them to stop smoking

	Participants who cut down on smoking cigarettes due to the ban, as anticipated

	Participant 6
	Perception: “There’s more important things to worry about than menthol cigarettes during this crisis we’re going through right now.”

Anticipated Behavior: “It’s pushing me even more to not ever smoke again… My purpose is to stop smoking period.” 
	Perception: “It’s just stupid. …You’re gonna ban menthol cigarettes, and Marlboro’s been around way before menthol cigarettes. …All cigarettes should be stopped, not just one.”

Smoking Behavior:
“If I can’t get the menthols, I go straight to Marlboros.”

	Perception: “It (the ban) is a good thing.” 

Smoking Behavior: “Just cutting back.”

	Participant 7
	Perception: “I went through a frenzy, a tantrum. I thought I was gonna lose my mind, but then I said, ‘Wait a minute now. I shouldn’t go be going crazy over this. There’s so much many more things in life to do with your life than just sitting there smoking, worrying about cigarettes.’ I just figured, ah, I might as just move on.”

Anticipated Behavior: “Nah. I don’t think it will get me to start smoking anything else. All I smoke is menthol. I wouldn’t smoke a Marlboro.” 
	Perception: “Yeah, the ban made me cut back, which I don’t like. I can’t find none… It’s negative. They should never have shut us down like that, okay? We should have our Newports. …Whatever you put in your lungs, you put in your lungs. It’s your choice.”

Smoking Behavior: “Do I purchase more non-menthol? I ain’t buying that crap. No way. I’m gonna buy some menthols. If I see some Newports, pow, I need a dollar. No, I’m not buying more non-menthol, I can tell you that. I’ll find a Newport somewhere on the street. I’m gonna find one right now.”

	Perception: “I’m not in favor.”  

Smoking Behavior: “Yes, less. I smoke less... It’s effective in getting me to quit.” 


	Participant 25
	Perception: “I think it’ll have a positive impact because it will give the people that been trying to quit, as well as me, the reason to quit because we can’t get our menthols. I think a lotta people’ll quit on it, but there will probably be people switching from menthol to filter. 

Anticipated Behavior: “I’m gonna quit.”
	Perception: “I’m glad that the menthol ban went, and I’m glad it happened ’cause it gave me another chance to think about quitting, and they did give me some help about quitting”

Smoking Behavior:
“’Cause sometimes if I go a whole day without a cigarette, it might not affect me by smoking, but it affects me mentally. Yeah, it’s like my body feels with withdrawal. I feel like I’m sweaty, irritable. That’s when I don’t have much patience either, then it makes me short.’; “Filters, but I did. Oh, and it was a rough smoke.“
	Perception: “I'm glad they did it 'cause sometimes, you need a jolt to stop something 'cause when you get nicotine, it's an addiction, just like people are addicted to alcohol. I'm really tired of it.”

Smoking Behavior:
“I just started, get three packs a week, and I split ’em.  I'd get 10 for my brother, 10 for me. Then sometimes, we go three days with the 10 cigarette’s. He's trying to quit too… I think it has impacted me because now I really want to quit because I'm tired of smoking illegal, and I am just really ready to give it up. I had to come to this point.”

	Participant who continued smoking despite thinking the ban would make him quit

	Participant 1
	Perception: “To try to put in this ban now, I think it’s a little too late … I thought it was kinda stupid, to only ban menthol, but they’re gonna do what they wanna do anyway… Because you should be able to smoke whatever the heck we want. There should be no reason why he should be able to tell people, hey, you can’t smoke this. Considering cigarettes are legal, you know what I’m saying?”

Anticipated Behavior: “Because I prefer menthol cigarettes.  I don’t really like regular cigarettes, non-menthol.  It would be more difficult to smoke something else when I prefer menthol.”
	Perception: “I think it’s half-assed to be honest. If you’re gonna ban, why ban just menthol cigarettes? Why not ban all cigarettes? It just doesn’t make sense, just do it across the board. …The pro is mainly for me. I’ll eventually stop smoking cigarettes. I like menthol, but I don’t go outta my way to go get it. It’s not a necessity. Same thing with cigarettes.”

Smoking Behavior:
“Well I don’t smoke as many cigarettes. I smoke more weed now. That’s pretty much what’s been going on. I’ve been just replacing it. I’m trying to minimize how much tobacco products I roll with it.”
	Perception: “It made me reevaluate how much money I was spending on it. I think I should seriously look into smoking a lot less.”; “I mean, you couldn’t really get rid of all tobacco in the state. I mean, it’s been a part of our country for years, so you had to make some type of concession. I think that’s what the concession was.”

Smoking Behavior:
“I’m trying to find something that has a menthol taste, but they’re not menthol. That’s pretty much what I’m going through right now. It has been effective in eliminating how much I smoke ’cause I only smoke about half a cigarette. Then I’ll smoke the other half a couple of hours later.”

	Participants who thought they would still smoke cigarettes after ban 

	Participants who stopped smoking or cut back, despite thinking they would continue to smoke post-ban

	Participant 4
	 Perception: “I’m not in favor or not in favor of.”

Anticipated Behavior: “It’s no bother. I’ll get ‘em from New Hampshire.”; “No. My mind was set on I was gonna get ‘em anyway.”
	Perception: “I think it’s very good… It’s helped me change my thought about smoking.”

Smoking Behavior:
“I slowed down. I smoked six, seven a day because the prices went up.” 
	Perception: “Strongly agree. I’m in favor.”

Smoking Behavior:
 “Just slowing down” 

	Participant 26 
	Perception: “For my existence, it’s an obstacle, but for me it’s good, too.”

Anticipated Behavior: “Yeah, the ban will prevent me from smoking menthol cigarettes.”
	Perception: “I wish that they weren't illegal because I'm upset that I smoke at all’ That's what's killing me. It's annoying that’ if I'm gonna smoke, I might as well be able to smoke the ones that I like.”

Smoking Behavior:
’I don't have access to menthol cigarettes. …after the ban started, I went to the guy at the local corner store. I said to him, ‘You must have menthol cigarettes in the back that you can't get rid of.’ He looked around and was all nervous. I bought the cigarettes after the ban started, five packs or something, but that only was for however many days.”
	Perception: “I am in favor of the ban…I don't know. Probably just because I think it's good that the state's taking an interest in people, in people’s health.”

Smoking Behavior:
“As far as the menthol aspect of my smoking, yeah, I dream about menthol cigarettes. I crave them. I miss them. If they were still available, I would totally be buying them because I am still smoking 5 to 10 cigarettes a day (previously 15 cigarettes per day).” 


	Participants who as anticipated, continued to smoke post-ban

	Participant 16
	Perception: “’Cause it don’t make no sense to do that out here where lots of people really into it so bad, and they might cause problems in the world, like somebody wanna steal or rob somebody for a pack of cigarettes.”  

Anticipated Behavior: 
“Gonna change convenience to get them, but it ain’t gonna have an impact on me not smoking them. I’m gonna find a way to get them. We can go to New Hampshire to get your carton.”
	Perception: “I don’t think it really make a difference”

Smoking Behavior:
“It hasn’t affect me, ’cause I can always get ’em.”; “They have some people that sell ’em on the streets. I got a person that sells.”
	Perception: “I don't think it's doing no good.”

Smoking Behavior:
 “No. No, 'cause I make sure I have'em.”

	Participant 12
	Perception: “I think it's silly, and I don't think it's gonna stop menthol cigarettes being in Massachusetts. …We're a relatively small state with a bunch of states around us that still sell them.”

Anticipated Behavior: 
“I don't think it will impact me too much. I'll have to switch to regular ones when I can't get menthol. …I got to go to another state, or I'm just gonna buy them from someone out of their trunk. …if there's a need for something, someone will supply it.” 
	Data Missing
	 Perception: “It’s up there. I really don’t like [smoking]. I wanna prove to myself that I can do it. It’s such a dirty habit. My son started. He’s 15. He started smoking. Yeah, it’s just time, after 17 years.

Smoking Behavior:
“Yeah, if I can get my hands on menthol, I’ll smoke ’em. If not, I’ll just smoke regulars.” 


	Participant 24
	Perception: “Yes, absolutely ridiculous.”

Anticipated Behavior: 
"I don’t have an answer to that question. It’s just my preference. It’s not so much a flavor. It’s the addiction now… Not impact me at all.”
	Perception: “I think that it’s ridiculous. I don’t think that menthol cigarettes are the problem. It was never geared towards kids.. They’re not coming up with tutti fruity or things like, which I agree with totally with the vaping. I think that’s targeting kids. I don’t think menthol cigarettes is.”

Smoking Behavior:
“The fact that I have to go to New Hampshire to get them has impacted me.”
	Perception: “I think that would be an overreach of control. …of course it’s gonna be effective. If they stop selling ’em, you can’t get ’em. I don’t think that menthol cigarettes are in the same class as things like vaping devices. I just think that it was a bad move to involve menthol cigarettes.”

Smoking Behavior:
“I think it’s horrid.  I’m still smoking ’em. I’m getting ’em from New Hampshire.”






