


1. Additional File
Additional file 1.docx: 
Supplemental Table S1. Summary of country-level indicators
Definitions, Sources, and year coverage of country indicators included in the study.

Additional file 2.docx:
Supplemental Table S2. Total number of SSc publications from contributing countries
Lists of contributing countries of SSc publications with numbers of publications and ranks.

Additional file 3.docx:
Supplemental Table S3. Association between country-level factors and SSc scientific output
Results of additional analyses of panel regression on 2000–2017 including GDP but not GDP per capita and population as the covariate.

Additional file 4.docx:
Supplemental Table S4. Full results of DID regression models of ln SSc publications
Results of regression analysis on 1969–2018 including coefficients of covariates.

Additional file 5.docx:
Supplemental Table S5. Sensitivity analysis of DID regression using imputed data
Results of regression analysis on 1969–2018 using imputed 2018 data with 2017 data when available.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional file 6.docx:
Supplemental Table S6. Parallel trends and dynamic effects
Results of regression analysis on 1969–2018 with leading and lagging dummy variables to assess parallel trends and dynamic effects.
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