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Table 2: Brief review checklist

Key aspects of a
brief review

Research question

Inclusion criteria

Search strategies
Inter-rater
agreement

Effect extraction
Study features
Analysis
Interpretation and
implications

Cautions and
limitations

Other

Considerations/recommendations

The research question should be clearly stated and any decision to
limit the treatment conditions and outcome measures should be
explained.

‘An explanation of the inclusion and exclusion criteria should be
provided, noting whether the review will be limited by time, source,
location, context or methodological quality. If only a sample of studies
is to be included, procedures to ensure representativeness should be
noted.

The electronic and other (eg branching) search strategies should be
explicitly stated so it is clear how the review is comprehensive and
free from bias.

‘The review should describe the steps taken to ensure inter-rater
agreement during the phases of study identification, calculation of
effects and coding of study features (if applicable).

The method used to aggregate study results (eg vote count, effect
size) should be explained and defended.

The review should describe whether and how variability among
studies was explored, and if not, why not.

Measures of central tendency and variability should be reported.The
heterogeneity of effects should be noted.

The review should contain a clear set of conclusions and implications
(eg for theory, for policy and/or for practice).

The conclusion should outline the ways in which a brief review differs
from a comprehensive review, especially the limitations of the brief
review methodology and the risk associated with the truthfulness of
the brief review findings.

Sources of evidence (ie publication information) should be available,
but not necessarily included in the report of the brief review.
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