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Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative studies (COREQ): 32-item checklist
	No 
	Item 
	Guide questions/description 

	Domain 1: Research team and reflexivity 
	 
	 

	Personal Characteristics 
	 
	 

	1. 
	Interviewer/facilitator 
	Anh Ly

	2. 
	Credentials 
	MA

	3. 
	Occupation 
	Clinical Research Coordinator 

	4. 
	Gender 
	Female

	5. 
	Experience and training 
	Graduate training in qualitative research for degree in Anthropology. 10 years of experience conducting qualitative health research on several research projects, including with indigenous populations, clinicians, health administrators, and ethnic minorities.

	Relationship with participants 
	 
	 

	6. 
	Relationship established 
	Participants voluntarily contacted the researcher to express interest in taking part in the study. There was no prior relationship established. Participants were referred to the study through site leads who distributed the recruitment notice via email to all clinical staff.

	7. 
	Participant knowledge of the interviewer 
	Recruitment notices clearly stated the goal and purpose of the study. Participants were also encouraged to ask any questions of the researcher upon initial contact during the screening process for eligibility. At the onset of the interviews, the researcher gave some background information on her role in the project, her educational training, and personal interests in seeing the outcomes of the study.

	8. 
	Interviewer characteristics 
	The researcher answered any questions participants had about her training and views on the study. She also acknowledged her own gaps in knowledge and uncertainties about certain aspects of the clinical pathway implementation or its outcomes.

	Domain 2: study design 
	 
	 

	Theoretical framework 
	 
	 

	9. 
	Methodological orientation and Theory 
	We used a combination of the Theoretical Domains Framework and a thematic analysis.

	Participant selection 
	 
	 

	10. 
	Sampling 
	Purposive and snowball sampling.

	11. 
	Method of approach 
	How were participants approached? e.g. face-to-face, telephone, mail, email 

	12. 
	Sample size 
	42

	13. 
	Non-participation 
	None

	Setting 
	 
	 

	14. 
	Setting of data collection 
	All interviews, with the exception of one, were conducted onsite at the clinic/hospital where participants worked. One participant requested to be interviewed at her home because she was on-leave due to an injury.

	15. 
	Presence of non-participants 
	All interviews, with the exception of the first three, were conducted solely by the Research Coordinator. For the first three interviews, an additional Research Assistant was present to gain some training on conducting qualitative interviews.

	16. 
	Description of sample 
	A total of 17 physicians and 25 nurses participated in the interviews. Of the physicians, 8 had additional specialized training in pediatrics and 4 in sports medicine. Nurse participants included 9 general nurses, 4 unit managers, 8 nurse educators, 2 licensed practical nurses, and 2 in specialized administrative roles. 24% of participants were male. As for years of clinical experience, 26% of participants had less than 5 years and 26% had more than 20 years. The interviews took place between October 2017 and Janury 2018 in Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

	Data collection 
	 
	 

	17. 
	Interview guide 
	The interview guide was developed by the research team and pilot tested with nurse educators.

	18. 
	Repeat interviews 
	None.

	19. 
	Audio/visual recording 
	Interviews were audio recorded and transcribed verbatim.

	20. 
	Field notes 
	Fieldnotes were taken during the interviews and summary notes were taken immediately after the interviews. These notes were used in the preliminary analysis to identify codes for the coding schema in NVivo.

	21. 
	Duration 
	Interviews lasted on average 40-60 minutes.

	22. 
	Data saturation 
	Data saturation was discussed. However, we also had to take into consideration other practical constraints such as the budget and timeline for the study. In the end, we felt that the number of participants interviewed was adequate and that we did, in fact, reach data saturation.

	23. 
	Transcripts returned 
	Transcripts were not returned to participants for comment/feedback.

	Domain 3: analysis and findingsz 
	 
	 

	Data analysis 
	 
	 

	24. 
	Number of data coders 
	Two researchers coded the data.

	25. 
	Description of the coding tree 
	We provided a description of the broader coding schema (e.g., original TDF domains, collapsed domains/categories, themes).

	26. 
	Derivation of themes 
	Themes were derived from the data. This is what led to the modification of the original Theoretical Domains Framework as an overarching guide for the interviews.

	27. 
	Software 
	NVivo

	28. 
	Participant checking 
	No, participants did not provide feedback on the findings.

	Reporting 
	 
	 

	29. 
	Quotations presented 
	Yes, participant quotations are presented in a table to provide supporting evidence for our interpretation of the data. Participants are not personally identififed; ID numbers are used instead.

	30. 
	Data and findings consistent 
	Yes, there was consistency between the data presented and the findings? 

	31. 
	Clarity of major themes 
	Yes, major themes are clearly presented in the findings? We provided a diagram to clearly illustrate the key domains and themes that emerged from the findings.

	32. 
	Clarity of minor themes 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, diverse views were discussed in the paper, but an outline of minor themes was not provided due to the word limit. Also, the primary focus of the manuscript was to highlight the major themes; the minor themes were too numerous to address in this paper.



