Supplementary Table 1. Characteristics of patients with middle vs upper rectal cancer who underwent partial vs total mesorectal excision before and after propensity-score matchinga 
	Parameters
	Before matching
	After matching

	
	PME, n=93
	TME, n=107
	p-valueb
	 Dc
	PME, n=79
	TME, n=79
	p-valueb
	 Dc

	Patients with MR cancer who underwent PME vs TME, elapsed 5 years after R0 resection

	Sex, male/female
	58/35
	65/42
	0.884
	0.022
	46/33
	49/30
	0.746
	0.087

	Age, </≥mean (58 years)
	51/42
	50/57
	0.261
	0.179
	37/42
	50/29
	0.055
	0.37

	cAJCC, 0-II/III
	30/63
	20/87
	0.033
	0.402
	16/63
	20/59
	0.57
	0.159

	Neoadjuvant treatment, -/+
	89/4
	92/15
	0.028
	0.624
	75/4
	68/11
	0.101
	0.612

	
	PME, n=273
	TME, n=123
	p-valueb
	 Dc
	PME, n=94
	TME, n=94
	p-valueb
	 Dc

	Patients with MR and UR cancer who underwent PME vs TME, elapsed 5 years after R0 resection

	Sex, male/female
	170/103
	77/46
	1
	0.008
	59/35
	52/42
	0.374
	0.17

	Age, </≥mean (58 years)
	144/129
	60/63
	0.515
	0.088
	50/44
	50/44
	1
	0

	cAJCC, 0-II/III
	74/199
	24/99
	0.131
	0.236
	23/71
	23/71
	1
	0

	Tumor location, MR/UR
	93/180
	107/16
	<0.001
	1.412
	78/16
	78/16
	1
	0

	Neoadjuvant treatment, -/+
	264/9
	107/16
	0.001
	0.815
	93/1
	93/1
	1
	0

	
	MR, n=200
	UR, n=196
	p-valueb
	 Dc
	MR, n=109
	UR, n=109
	p-valueb
	 Dc

	Patients with MR vs UR cancer who elapsed 5 years after R0 resectiond

	Sex, male/female
	123/77
	124/72
	0.756
	0.042
	70/39
	40/69
	<0.001
	0.623

	Age, </≥mean (58 years)
	101/99
	10/93
	0.689
	0.045
	59/50
	56/53
	0.786
	0.061

	cAJCC, 0-II/III
	50/150
	48/148
	0.908
	0.015
	34/75
	48/61
	0.069
	0.304

	Neoadjuvant treatment, -/+
	181/19
	190/6
	0.012
	0.662
	104/5
	103/6
	1
	0.106

	PME/TME
	93/107
	180/16
	<0.001
	1.412
	92/17
	93/16
	1
	0.039

	
	PME, n=304
	TME, n=141
	p-valueb
	 Dc
	PME, n=106
	TME, n=106
	p-valueb
	 Dc

	Patients with MR cancer who underwent PME vs TME, elapsed 12-24 months after R0 resection (pAJCC ≤stage III and age ≤65 years)

	Sex, male/female
	196/108
	85/56
	0.4
	0.099
	66/40
	67/39
	1
	0.022

	Age, </≥mean (58 years)
	155/149
	67/74
	0.541
	0.077
	52/54
	55/51
	0.784
	0.062

	cAJCC, 0-II/III
	98/206
	37/104
	0.223
	0.16
	29/77
	33/73
	0.651
	0.101

	Tumor location, MR/UR
	90/214
	111/30
	<0.001
	1.199
	75/31
	76/30
	1
	0.025

	Neoadjuvant treatment, -/+
	298/6
	123/18
	<0.001
	1.094
	104/2
	105/1
	1
	0.387


cAJCC, clinical staging according to the American Joint Committee on Cancer (8th ed); MR/UR, middle/upper rectum indicating >5-10 cm/>10-15 cm from the anal verge; PME, partial mesorectal excision; TME, total mesorectal excision.
a Adjusted for sex, mean age, clinical AJCC stage, (tumor location, PME/TME), and clinical AJCC stage.
b Categorical parameters are compared by two-sided Fisher’s exact test.
c The D-value indicates a standard difference expressed as log odds ratio multiplied by 1.814. Value expressed as quantities were analyzed using 2-by-2 frequency tables with means as cutoff points used to divide values into two levels.

