Supplementary Table 2. Prognostic outcomes 5 years after R0 resection as a function of respective distal resection margins in all patients with middle and upper rectal cancer
	Category and Rate 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Distal resection margin (DRM; %)a
	p-value

	
	≤2 cm, n=82
	>2 cm, n=314
	

	 Local recurrence
	3 (3.7)
	13 (4.1)
	1

	 Systemic recurrence
	7 (8.5)
	49 (15.6)
	0.112

	 5-year disease-free survival
	84.7%
	80%
	0.102

	 5-year overall survival
	90.2%
	87.2%
	0.116

	
	≤3 cm, n=198
	>3 cm, n=198
	

	 Local recurrence
	10 (5.1)
	6 (3)
	0.445

	 Systemic recurrence
	22 (11.1)
	34 (17.2)
	0.112

	 5-year disease-free survival
	81.6% 
	80.3%
	0.726

	 5-year overall survival
	88.4%
	87.3%
	0.914

	
	≤4 cm, n=303
	>4 cm, n=93
	

	 Local recurrence
	13 (4.3)
	3 (3.2)
	0.772

	Systemic recurrence
	44 (14.5)
	12 (12.9)
	0.865

	 5-year disease free survival
	80.2%
	83.4%
	0.469

	 5-year overall survival
	87.9%
	87.6%
	0.946


a Respective DRM category was not associated with pAJCC stage (pathologic staging according to American Joint Committee on Cancer; 8th ed.; https://www.cancer.org/): 2/3/4 cm, p=0.899/0.837/0.397. 
