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Days 1-4


Birth at 28 + 3 GA; PPV applied for 30 seconds, then nCPAP applied (PEEP 6 cmH2O); UVC inserted (Vygon 5 Fr) at 8.5 cm from umbilical stump; blood culture and blood count performed; surfactant was administered (INSURE procedure); empirical antibiotic therapy (ampicillin and gentamycin), TPN and caffeine was started


Day 5


Bilious and bloody gastric aspirates were reported; lethargy and poor response, distended abdomen and reduced peristalsis; enteral feeding was stopped; CVC was inserted; blood cultures, urine cultures, blood count and biochemistry were performed; lumbar puncture was performed; respiratory support was switched to nIMV; antibiotic therapy (vancomycin and amikacin) was prescribed; abdominal X Ray was performed, showing gastric pneumatosis; UVC was removed; blood transfusion was performed; insulin was started for hyperglycemia


Days 6-7


Stable vital signs with  nIMV; blood pressure within normal ranges; bilious gastric aspirates were reported; metronidazole was added to the ongoing therapy


Minimal enteral feeding via nasogastric tube was started


Antibiotic therapy was stopped (negative blood cultures)


Enteral feeding was well tolerated (38 ml/kg/day); normal blood gas analysis results


Normal stools were reported; gastric aspirates were normal; blood cultures and CSF cultures were negative; respiratory support was switched to nCPAP


Days 8-9


Normal PE; normal stools; insulin was stopped; urine culture was negative; abdominal X Ray showed complete resolution of the gastric pneumatosis; enteral feeding was started and antibiotic therapy was stopped


