Table 2: Mean minimum and maximum days of antimicrobial course recommended by the study population for each infection 
	Syndromes
	U.S. a
	U.K. b
	E.U. c
	Pediatric residents (n = 48)
	Pediatricians (n = 40)

	
	min
	max
	min
	max
	min
	max
	Mean for mini-mum duration
(range) (n)
	Mean for maxi-mum duration
(range) (n)
	Mean for mini-mum duration
(range) (n)
	Mean for maxi-mum duration
(range) (n)

	Pneumococcal meningitis (Tunkel et al 2004, Van de beek et al 2016, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg102)
	10 
	14 
	14 

	14 
	10 

	14 
	10.3 (5,14) 
(n = 48)
	14.1 (7,21) 
(n = 45)
	10.1 (7,14) 
(n = 40)
	13.9 (10,14) 
(n = 39)

	Hemophilus influenzae meningitis (Tunkel et al 2004, Van de beek et al 2016, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg102, Red book 2021)
	7 

	10 
	10 

	10 
	7 

	10 
	7.8 (5,14) 
(n = 48)
	10.5 (7,21) 
(n = 45)
	7.3 (5,14) 
(n = 40)
	10.7 (7,21) 
(n = 38)

	Meningococcal meningitis (Tunkel et al 2004, Van de beek et al 2016, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg102, Red book 2021)
	5 

	7 
	7 

	7 
	7 

	7 
	7.2 (5,14) 
(n = 45)
	11.4 (7,21) 
(n = 46)
	5.9 (5,14) 
(n = 39)
	9.2 (7,21) 
(n = 38)

	Herpes Simplex Virus encephalitis (Tunkel et al 2008, Kneen et al 2012, Stahl et al 2019)
	14 

	21 
	14 

	21 
	14 

	21 
	13.5 (7,28)  
(n = 41)
	19.4 (10,42) 
(n = 36)
	13.9 (7,28) 
(n = 39)
	19.7 (10,42) 
(n = 36)

	Brain abscess (Weinberg 2018, Sonneville et al 2017)
	42

	56
	
	42

	42
	30.9 (7,120) 
(n = 46)
	46.7 (10,180) 
(n = 42)
	30.6 (7,120) 
(n = 38)
	48.6 (10,180) 
(n = 38)

	Ventriculoperitoneal shunt infections (Tunkel et al 2015)
	10

	21
	
	
	17.4 (7,60) 
(n = 41)
	25.7 (10,90) 
(n = 36)
	20 (7,60) 
(n = 33)
	27.9 (10,90) 
(30)

	Acute otitis media (Amoxicillin) (Lieberthal et al 2013, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng91)
	5

	10

	5

	7

	
	7.5 (3,14) 
(n = 48)
	10.2 (7,14)
(n = 46)
	8.4 (5,14)
(n = 40)
	10.7 (7,14) 
(n = 38)

	Tonsillopharyngitis (Amoxicillin) (Shulman et al 2012, Pelucchi et al 2012, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng84)
	10

	10

	5

	10

	10

	10

	7 (5,10)
(n = 47)
	9.6 (7,14)
(n = 45)
	7.7 (5,10)
(n = 39)
	9.9 (7,14)
(n = 37)

	Acute bacterial conjunctivitis 
(Azithromycin) (Varu et al 2019)
	Single dose

	
	3.7 (1,7)
(n = 43)
	5.5 (3,10)
(n = 39)
	3.6 (1,7)
(n = 35)
	5.3 (3,10)
(n = 30)

	Community acquired Pneumonia (Bradley et al 2011, Messinger et al 2017, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng138)
	5

	7
	5

	5
	
	6 (3,10)
(n = 48)
	8.7 (5,14)
(n = 45)
	6.1 (3,10)
(n = 40)
	8.9 (5,14)
(n = 39)

	Hospital acquired Pneumonia (Kalil et al 2016, Torres et al 2017, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG139
	7

	7
	5

	5
	7

	8
	9.2 (5,14)
(n = 48)
	12.9 (7,21)
(n = 46)
	9.1 (5,14)
(n = 40)
	12.6 (7,21)
(n = 40)

	Ventilator associated Pneumonia (Kalil et al 2016, Torres et al 2017)
	7

	7
	
	7

	8
	10.7 (7,21)
(n = 44)
	14.7 (10,28)
(n = 40)
	11.4 (7,21)
(n = 40)
	14.9 (10,28)
(n = 38)

	Endocarditis (native valve, bacterial) (Baltimore et al 2015, Habib et al 2015)
	28

	42
	
	14

	42
	30.4 (14,120)
(n = 45)
	47.2 (21,180)
(n = 46)
	29.9 (14,120)
(n = 40)
	46.6 (21,180)
(n = 40)

	Endocarditis (native valve, Candida) (Habib et al 2015, Pappas et al 2015)
	42

	
	
	42

	
	36.6 (14,180)
(n = 43)
	48.4 (21,180)
(n = 33)
	38.9 (14,180)
(n = 39)
	45.1 (21,180)
(n = 26)

	Central line blood-stream infections (bacterial) (Mermel et al 2009)
	5

	14
	
	
	
	7.8 (7,42)
(n = 37)
	27.1 (10,72)
(n = 34)
	4.2 (7,42)
(n = 35)
	21.7 (10,72)
(n = 34)

	Central line blood-stream infections (Candida) (Mermel et al 2009, Hope et al 2012)
	14

	
	
	14

	
	21.7 (10,42)
(n = 35)
	37.4 (14,84)
(n = 28)
	17.4 (10,42)
(n = 36)
	26.7 (14,60)
(n = 30)

	Esophagitis (Candida, Fluconazole) 
in children living with HIV (Pappas et al 2016, Dockrell et al 2019, Lortholary et al 2012)
	14

	21
	14

	21
	14

	21
	14.0 (5,28)
(n = 39)
	20 (10,42)
(n = 33)
	13.7 (5,28)
(n = 37)
	20.3 (10,42)
(n = 36)

	Acute pyelonephritis (Roberts et al 2012, Stein et al 2015, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng111)
	7

	14
	7

	10
	7

	14
	7.9 (2,10)
(n = 47)
	12.2 (7,14)
(n = 44)
	8.4 (5,10)
(n = 39)
	12.1 (7,14)
(n = 38)

	Acute cystitis (Stein et al 2015, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng109)
	
	3

	3
	3

	4
	5.7 (2,10)
(n = 46)
	8.3 (5,14)
(n = 43)
	5.1 (2,10)
(n = 38)
	7.7 (5,14)
(n = 37)

	Cellulitis (Stevens et al 2014, https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng141)
	5

	
	5

	7
	
	7.0 (5,10)
(n = 45)
	10.2 (7,14)
(n = 41)
	6.9 (5,10)
(n = 39)
	10 (7,14)
(n = 37)

	Pyomyositis (Stevens et al 2014, Saavedra-Lozano et al 2017)
	14

	21
	
	14

	42
	12 (7,30)
(n = 43)
	17.2 (10,42)
(n = 41)
	11.7 (7,21)
(n = 35)
	18.4 (10,36)
(n = 33)

	Acute non-vertebral osteomyelitis (Saavedra-Lozano et al 2017, Sharif et al 2005, Yeo et al 2014)
	28

	42
	28

	28
	21

	28
	26.8 (14,90)
(n = 42)
	41.2 (21,120)
(n = 39)
	22.6 (14,42)
(n = 37)
	34.9 (21,56)
(n = 37)

	Non-gonococcal septic arthritis (Saavedra-Lozano et al 2017, John et al 2011)
	14

	42
	
	14

	21
	28.8 (10,120)
(n = 44)
	45.4 (14,180)
(n = 42)
	20.1 (7,120)
(n = 38)
	30.8 (10,180)
(n = 38)

	Malaria (Plasmodium falciparum, Artemether-Lumefantrine) (Lalloo et al 2016, Red book 2021)
	3

	3
	3

	3
	
	3.2 (1,7)
(n = 44)
	4 (3,14)
(n = 43)
	3.3 (1,7)
(n = 38)
	4.1 (3,14)
(n = 39)

	Malaria (Plasmodium vivax, 
Chloroquine) (Lalloo et al 2016, Red book 2021)
	3

	3
	3

	3
	
	3.9 (1,14)
(n = 38)
	4.6 (3,14)
(n = 38)
	3.6 (1,14)
(n = 34)
	4.2 (3,14)
(n = 34)

	Amebiasis (Metronidazole) (Red book 2021)
	7

	10
	
	
	5.8 (1,10)
(n = 46)
	8.3 (3,14)
(n = 39)
	6.4 (3,10)
(n = 40)
	8.8 (3,10)
(n = 36)

	Giardiasis (Metronidazole) (Red book 2021)
	5

	7
	
	
	5.2 (1,7)
(n = 47)
	7.5 (1,14)
(n = 36)
	4.9 (1,7)
(n = 39)
	6.7 (1,10)
(n = 37)

	a U.S.: AAP and IDSA guidelines, b U.K.: BSAC, NICE and BPAIIG guidelines, c E.U.: ESCMID, EAU and ESPU guidelines
Shaded cells represent unavailable guideline recommendations for those specific infections.
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