Supplemental Figure 1. Flow diagram outlining the study procedure.Randomised (n=162)
Excluded (n=2)
∎ Converted to cesarean section (n=1)
∎ Twin pregnancy (n=1)
Measured UD, ND, H, d, and V

Epidural analgesia
ROC curves were constructed to compare explanatory factors (UD, ND, and the height (H), diameter (d), and volume (V) of the LFDM).
Pain was graded using VAS, and levels of temperature and pain blockage were tested with a needle prick and alcohol.

Enrollment (n=160)
The Pearson’s correlation coefficients (r) were calculated to analyse the correlation between the influencing factors and the sensory block levels.
Long LFDM (n = 104)

Short LFDM (n = 56)
Allocation
General linear models for repeated measures ANOVA
























Notes: UD, ultrasound depth; ND, needle depth; LFDM, ligamentum flavum-dura mater unit; H, the height of LFDM; d, the diameter of the LFDM, V, the volume of the LFDM; T, the time to the appearance of effective analgesia.
