Additional file 1: SASHA tool
[bookmark: _GoBack]Name of policy/program:
	Answer (frequency) 
	  Part A: using of evidence in health problem clarification

	· The problem has been identified in higher authorities and the solution to deal with it has been chosen and the policy has been communicated to us
· We were kept informed in the process of choosing the policy
· From the beginning we have been involved in clarifying the problem and then choosing the right solution
	How was your office been informed about the issue?


	· Identifying the problem through the prioritization process in the health system
· Identifying the problem through the statistical reports of organizations such as the Statistics Office of Iran
· Identifying the problem through the reports of independent researchers
· Asking the parliament or the founding board about a problem
· Problems raised in newspapers and magazines
· Problems raised by non-governmental organizations
 Identifying the problem based on the personal experience of the policy maker
	How were the problems identified and how were they put on the agenda? 

	Consulting with experts and researchers,
Holding a panel of experts
Conduct a regular review study
Using secondary data
Conduct or commission an primary study

	How were the causes of the problem investigated?













	
	Part B: 

	Answer 
	solution identification 

	· Search for resources by office experts
· Consulting with experts or researchers or holding a panel of experts or all three (experts’ opinion)
· Commissioning regular review studies / policy summaries
· Use of secondary data
· Commissioning  a preliminary study
· Conduct or commission an economic evaluation plan for a number of interventions
	What steps were taken to identify solutions for the problem?


	Answer
	solution selection, contextualization, and evaluation of programs at the time of program design

	Review of studies / Experts' opinion / Previous experiences of policymakers /
 
	Was any measure taken to identify the scope of change required to adapt to local conditions?


	Conduct a realistic review / review of studies that have examined the factors affecting the effectiveness of the policy / Review of lessons learned and policy evaluation in other countries / Review of experts' opinions

	Was any measure taken to determine the permissible level of change in interventions to adapt to local conditions?


	Yes/No
	the estimate of the cost required to implement the intervention in the country

	Yes/No
	Conducting pilot study (applying the results)

	
Holding meetings with stakeholders / interviewing stakeholders / reviewing existing documents and articles
	Were the views and experiences of stakeholders that may affect the acceptability, benefits, disadvantages, and costs of each solution explored?

	Regular review studies / preliminary study / Stakeholders’ opinions and experiences
	What arrangements were made for the implementation of the solutions for the problem?
Were the obstacles and facilitators of the implementation of the chosen solution (program) examined? (Applying a solution to fix it)


	Yes/No
	What steps have been taken to evaluate programs and interventions (monitoring and evaluation)?
A complete and comprehensive program for monitoring and evaluating the program






	
	Answer 
	
Part C: contextualization, implementation and evaluation of programs after implementation 

	
Holding meetings with stakeholders / interviewing stakeholders / reviewing existing documents and articles

	Were the views and experiences of stakeholders that may affect the acceptability, benefits, disadvantages, and costs of each solution explored?


	Regular review studies / preliminary study / Stakeholders’ opinions and experiences

	What arrangements were made to implement the solutions to the problem? Were the obstacles and facilitators of the implementation of the chosen solution (program) examined? (Applying a solution to fix it)



	Yes/No
	What steps have been taken to evaluate programs and interventions (monitoring and evaluation)? A complete and comprehensive program for monitoring and evaluating the program




