     
Supplementary table 1. Patterns of cervical lymph node metastasis of NPC
	Neck node levels
	Number of patients (%)

	Ⅰa
	0(0.0)

	Ⅰb
	61(5.9)

	IIa
	639(62.6)

	IIb
	864(84.6)

	III
	499(48.9)

	IVa
	172(16.8)

	IVb
	37(3.6)

	Va
	284(27.8)

	Vb
	78 (7.6)

	Vc
	25(2.4)

	PLV
	53(5.2)

	VI
	0(0.0)

	VIIa
	880(86.2)

	VIIb
	7(0.7)

	VIII
	14(1.4)

	IX
	0(0.0)

	X
	0(0.0)




