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	Table S1. Fit statistics for all estimated latent profile solutions

	N Profiles
	LLV
	AIC
	AWE
	BIC
	CAIC
	CLC
	KIC
	SABIC
	ICL
	Entropy
	BLRT

	2
	-3449
	6930
	7145
	6999
	7015
	6900
	6949
	6948
	-7046
	0.86
	545.93

	3
	-3397
	6837
	7133
	6931
	6953
	6795
	6862
	6861
	-7043
	0.80
	105.09

	4
	-3371
	6799
	7176
	6918
	6946
	6744
	6830
	6829
	-7135
	0.70
	50.76

	5
	-3358
	6783
	7242
	6928
	6962
	6717
	6820
	6820
	-7208
	0.67
	27.33

	6
	-3351
	6783
	7322
	6953
	6993
	6704
	6826
	6826
	-7234
	0.70
	12.54

	Notes: Entropy values indicate certainty of correct classification for a solution, with values closer to 1 indicative of higher certainty. Bolded BLRT values indicate test was significant at alpha = .05. AIC = Akaike information criterion; AWE = Approximate weight of evidence; BIC = Bayesian information criterion; BLRT = bootstrapped Likelihood Ratio Test; CAIC = Consistent Akaike information criterion; CLC = Classification Likelihood Criterion; KIC = Kullback information criterion; ICL = Integrated completed likelihood. SABIC = Sample size-adjusted Bayesian information criterion, LLV = likelihood value.





	Table S2. Pairwise comparisons of latent profile estimated marginal means

	
	
	
	95% CI 
	
	
	

	Rebus model
	β
	SE
	low
	high
	t
	df
	pbonferroni

	High SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.72
	0.17
	-1.16
	-0.28
	-4.34
	517
	<.0001

	Mod SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.75
	0.14
	-1.12
	-0.39
	-5.49
	517
	<.0001

	Mod SCP/High BR_O - High SCP/High BR_O
	-0.03
	0.15
	-0.42
	0.35
	-0.22
	517
	1.000

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.58
	0.12
	-0.89
	-0.26
	-4.82
	517
	<.0001

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - High SCP/High BR_O
	0.14
	0.14
	-0.23
	0.52
	1.03
	517
	1.000

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - Mod SCP/High BR_O
	0.18
	0.11
	-0.12
	0.47
	1.61
	517
	0.652

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	95% CI 
	
	
	

	CRT model
	β
	SE
	low
	high
	t
	df
	pbonferroni

	High SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.62
	0.17
	-1.07
	-0.17
	-3.64
	520
	0.002

	Mod SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.31
	0.14
	-0.68
	0.06
	-2.20
	520
	0.169

	Mod SCP/High BR_O - High SCP/High BR_O
	0.31
	0.15
	-0.08
	0.70
	2.11
	520
	0.212

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - Low SCP/Low BR_O
	-0.25
	0.12
	-0.58
	0.07
	-2.08
	520
	0.226

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - High SCP/High BR_O
	0.36
	0.14
	-0.02
	0.74
	2.53
	520
	0.070

	Mild SCP/High BR_O - Mod SCP/High BR_O
	0.05
	0.11
	-0.24
	0.35
	0.47
	520
	1.000

	Notes: all estimates are standardized. Bolded p values indicate significant at alpha = .05. BR_O = bullshit receptivity and overclaiming variables; CRT = cognitive reflection test; SCP = sociocultural polarization.





	Table S3. Estimates for multiple regression models predicting Rebus accuracy with COVID-19 and demographic variables included.

	
	b
	SE
	β
	t
	p
	GDW (%R2)

	
	Level 1

	COVID-19 Fear
	-0.001
	0.000
	-0.14
	-3.18
	0.002
	.023 (38.1)

	Education
	0.036
	0.010
	0.17
	3.74
	<.001
	.028 (46.3)

	Age
	-0.001
	0.001
	-0.06
	-1.26
	0.21
	.003 (5.2)

	Gender
	-0.005
	0.018
	-0.01
	-0.25
	0.8
	.001 (1.5)

	Country
	-0.003
	0.018
	-0.01
	-0.15
	0.88
	.002 (3.5)

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.06
	-1.35
	0.18
	.003 (5.4)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.050

	 
	Level 2

	Profile
(reference: Low SCP/Low BR_O)
	
	
	
	
	
	.06 (50.2)

	  High SCP/High BR_O
	-0.125
	0.031
	-0.663
	-4.06
	<.001
	

	  Mod. SCP/High BR_O
	-0.142
	0.026
	-0.751
	-5.53
	<.001
	

	  Mid SCP/High BR_O
	-0.109
	0.022
	-0.577
	-4.86
	<.001
	

	COVID-19 Fear
	-0.001
	0.000
	-0.132
	-3.00
	0.003
	.021 (17.7)

	Education
	0.030
	0.009
	0.149
	3.26
	0.001
	.023 (18.9)

	Age
	-0.001
	0.000
	-0.092
	-2.12
	0.034
	.006 (4.7)

	Gender
	-0.007
	0.018
	-0.017
	-0.40
	0.689
	.001 (0.8)

	Country
	-0.048
	0.019
	-0.257
	-2.53
	0.012
	.006 (4.8)

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.057
	-1.35
	0.178
	.003 (2.8)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.104

	ΔRadj2
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.054

	
	Level 3

	Profile * COVID-19 Fear 
(reference: Low SCP/Low BR_O)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  High SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	0.000
	0.001
	-0.041
	-0.29
	0.769
	

	  Mod. SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	-0.001
	0.001
	-0.085
	-0.70
	0.485
	

	  Mid SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	-0.001
	0.001
	-0.127
	-1.11
	0.268
	

	Education
	0.029
	0.009
	0.144
	3.13
	0.002
	

	Age
	-0.001
	0.001
	-0.091
	-2.11
	0.035
	

	Gender
	-0.006
	0.018
	-0.015
	-0.36
	0.721
	

	Country
	-0.048
	0.019
	-0.256
	-2.51
	0.012
	

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.059
	-1.41
	0.160
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.101

	ΔRadj2
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.003

	Note: hierarchical regressions were conducted using the method described in the main text. Level 3 models include the addition of a Profile * COVID-19 Fear interaction term. Bolded p values indicate significant at alpha = .05. Bolded GDW indicates most dominant predictor in a given model. In models with interactions, estimates for lower-order terms contained in interactions or dominance statistics are not reported due to obscured interpretability. COVID-19 variables include self-reported fear of contacting COVID-19 (3 items on 1-5 scale, averaged) and city case counts during the recruitment period. Gender was dummy coded (0 = men, 1 = women). BR_O = bullshit receptivity and overclaiming; COVID-19 = Coronavirus disease 2019; GDW = general dominance weight; SCP = sociocultural polarization.





	Table S4. Estimates for multiple regression models predicting CRT accuracy with COVID-19 and demographic variables included

	
	b
	SE
	β
	t
	p
	GDW (%R2)

	
	Level 1

	COVID-19 Fear
	-0.002
	0.001
	-0.132
	-3.05
	<.001
	.027 (21.4)

	Education
	0.014
	0.017
	0.038
	0.85
	0.40
	.001 (0.4)

	Age
	-0.005
	0.001
	-0.241
	-5.75
	<.001
	.060 (47.6)

	Gender
	-0.118
	0.032
	-0.157
	-3.67
	<.001
	.029 (22.6)

	Country
	-0.050
	0.031
	-0.146
	-1.63
	0.10
	.004 (2.9)

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.073
	-1.75
	0.08
	.006 (5.0)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.116

	 
	Level 2

	Profile
(reference: Low SCP/Low BR_O)
	
	
	
	
	
	.017 (11.2)

	  High SCP/High BR_O
	-0.187
	0.055
	-0.548
	-3.42
	<.001
	

	  Mod. SCP/High BR_O
	-0.128
	0.045
	-0.375
	-2.82
	0.005
	

	  Mid SCP/High BR_O
	-0.093
	0.040
	-0.271
	-2.32
	0.021
	

	COVID-19 Fear
	-0.002
	0.001
	-0.123
	-2.85
	0.005
	.026 (17.3)

	Education
	0.008
	0.016
	0.021
	0.48
	0.633
	<.001 (.03)

	Age
	-0.005
	0.001
	-0.253
	-5.98
	<.001
	.062 (41.6)

	Gender
	-0.119
	0.032
	-0.158
	-3.73
	<.001
	.029 (19.3)

	Country
	-0.104
	0.034
	-0.303
	-3.04
	0.002
	.009 (6.0)

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.073
	-1.76
	0.078
	.006 (4.3)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.133

	ΔRadj2
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.017

	
	Level 3

	Profile * COVID-19 Fear 
(reference: Low SCP/Low BR_O)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  High SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	-0.002
	0.002
	-0.171
	-1.26
	0.210
	

	  Mod. SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	0.000
	0.002
	0.016
	0.14
	0.889
	

	  Mid SCP/High BR_O * Fear
	-0.003
	0.002
	-0.223
	-1.99
	0.046
	

	Education
	0.005
	0.016
	0.015
	0.32
	0.746
	

	Age
	-0.005
	0.001
	-0.251
	-5.96
	<.001
	

	Gender
	-0.120
	0.032
	-0.159
	-3.76
	<.001
	

	Country
	-0.100
	0.034
	-0.293
	-2.95
	0.003
	

	Case Count
	0.000
	0.000
	-0.081
	-1.97
	0.050
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Radj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.140

	ΔRadj2
	
	
	
	
	
	0.007

	Note: hierarchical regressions were conducted using the method described in the main text. Level 3 models include the addition of a Profile * COVID-19 Fear interaction term. Bolded p values indicate significant at alpha = .05. Bolded GDW indicates most dominant predictor in a given model. In models with interactions, estimates for lower-order terms contained in interactions or dominance statistics are not reported due to obscured interpretability. COVID-19 variables include self-reported fear of contacting COVID-19 (3 items on 1-5 scale, averaged) and city case counts during the recruitment period. Gender was dummy coded (0 = men, 1 = women). BR_O = bullshit receptivity and overclaiming; COVID-19 = Coronavirus disease 2019; CRT = cognitive reflection test; GDW = general dominance weight; SCP = sociocultural polarization.



