	
Supplementary Table 1. Prevalence of symptoms related to constipation in the total and non-comorbidity subgroup. 

	Symptoms
	Total group
N = 3450
	
	Non-comorbidity 
Subgroup n = 3145

	
	n
	%
	
	n
	%

	Difficulties with emptying stools
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	1476
	42.8
	
	1230
	39.1

	    No
	1974
	57.2
	
	1915
	60.9

	Straining 
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	1403
	40.7
	
	1163
	37

	    No
	2047
	59.3
	
	1982
	63

	Hard stools
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	424
	12.3
	
	360
	11.4

	    No
	3026
	87.7
	
	2785
	88.6

	Incomplete defecation
	
	
	
	
	

	   Yes
	1164
	33.7
	
	932
	29.6

	    No
	2286
	66.3
	
	2213
	70.4

	Defecation blockage
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	902
	26.1
	
	701
	22.3

	    No
	2548
	73.9
	
	2444
	77.7

	Manual defecation
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	318
	9.2
	
	199
	6.3

	    No
	3132
	90.8
	
	2946
	93.7

	Defecation frequency
	
	
	
	
	

	    <= 2 times per week
	406
	11.8
	
	350
	11.1

	    >=3 times per week
	3044
	88.2
	
	2795
	88.9

	Anal pain during defecation
	
	
	
	
	

	    Yes
	791
	22.9
	
	602
	19.1

	    No
	2659
	77.1
	
	2543
	80.9
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