Table1:b Baseline characteristics of the patients in the two groups
	Variables                                        Dexamethasone                                      Hydrocortisone                                P

	Age
Years                                                     69.11± 9.4                                              68.22  ± 7.55                                0.06
Sex
Male                                                      17(48.6%)                                              19(54.3%)                                     0.81
Female                                                  18(51.4%)                                               16(45.7%)                                  Weight
Kg                                                         77.62 ±8.14                                            76.11 ± 8.18                                  0.44
Height
Cm                                                        165.68±7.92                                           167.31±9.29                                  0.43
Duration of disease
Years                                                    14.28±9.77                                              12.82± 6.17                                  0.05
FEV1/FVC (%)                                   53.54  ± 1.67                                           53.62±7.93                                   0.96
Sevirity of disease
Moderate                                                25(71.4%)                                              28(80%)
Sever                                                     10(28.6%)                                               7(20%)                                        57/0
Underlying disease
Yes                                                         15(42.9%)                                              15(42.9%)                                       1
No                                                          20(57.1%)                                              20(57.1%)                                       1








Table 2: Comparison of clinical variables between the two groups on1st , 2ed and discharge day
	Variables                                        Dexamethasone                                    Hydrocortisone                                   P
                                                            Mean ± SD                                             Mean ± SD 

	Peak expiratory flow                           
1st day                                                 2.61 ± 0.85                                              2.93 ± 0.74                                   0.02
2ed day                                               3.20 ± 1.02  	3.43 ± 0.83
Discharge day                                     3.71 ± 1.08	3.83 ± 0.84
 Shortness of breath 
1st day                                                  8.66 ± 0.9                                               7.80 ± 0.96                                    0.01
2ed day                                                6.11 ± 1.45	5.62 ± 1.16
Discharge day                                     3.42 ± 1.35                                              3.80 ± 1.35
Sputum volume
1st day	7.80 ± 1.58	7.45 ± 172                                     0.61	
2ed day	6.42 ± 1.71	6.11 ± 1.60
Discharge day	4.65 ± 1.21	4.57 ± 1.42
Sputum viscosity
1st day	7.88 ± 1.27	6.71 ± 1.79                                   0.01
2ed day	7.00 ± 1.21	5.51 ± 1.56
Discharge day	5.22 ± 1.43	4.54 ± 1.86
Couph
1st day                                                   8.17 ± 1.17	8.40 ± 1.03                                  0.59
2ed day	5.80 ± 1.20	5.71 ± 1.10
Discharge day	3.60 ± 1.14	3.77 ± 1.08
O2 saturation
1st day	74.05 ± 8.55                                            87.45 ± 7.55                                0.06
2ed day	85.08 ± 6.30	86.45 ± 5.11
Discharge day	89.40 ± 4.72	90.82 ± 3.92










[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 3: Comparison of MDA, CRP levels and WBC count between the two groups
	Variables                                       Dexamethasone                         Hydrocortisone                           P
                                                          Mean ± SD                                   Mean ± SD

	Malondialdehyde (nmol/lit)
1st day                                              82.93 ± 21.75                              86.10 ± 22.85                            0.23
Discharge day                                 73.31 ± 17.19                               79.20 ± 11.66
CRP (mg/lit)
1st day                                              12.41 ± 0.93                                 14.81 ± 0.53                             0.19
Discharge day                                  6.36 ± 0.30                                   8.63 ± 0.90
WBC (count/dl)
1st day                                             10102 ± 3069                                 10188 ± 3318                          0.71
Discharge day                                 9065 ± 27.54                                  92.65 ± 29.66






Table 4: Comparison of drug side effects between the two groups
	Complications/side             Number (%)                               P                                  
effects               
                          Dexamethasone     Hydrocortisone                             

	Edema                              2 (5)                           6 (17)                      0.009

Hypertension                   1 (2)                           3 (7)                        0.39

Hypokalemia                 2 (5)                        1 (2)                     0.85




