Supplementary tables.
Supplementary Table.1 search strategy to identify literatures for EBE.
	Database
	Search terms
	Total articles identified 

	PubMed
	En bloc esophagectomy
"bloc"[All Fields] AND ("esophagectomy"[MeSH Terms] OR "esophagectomy"[All Fields] OR "esophagectomies"[All Fields] OR "oesophagectomies"[All Fields] OR "oesophagectomy"[All Fields])
	294

	Embase
	(('en'/exp OR en) AND bloc AND ('esophagectomy'/exp OR esophagectomy) OR (('en'/exp OR en) AND bloc AND esophageal AND ('resection'/exp OR resection)) OR (('en'/exp OR en) AND bloc AND ('esophagus'/exp OR esophagus) AND ('resection'/exp OR resection)))
	491

	Web of Science
	En bloc esophagectomy (Topic)
	493

	Cochrane
	En bloc esophagectomy
	67

	Reference search
	
	237




Supplementary Table.2 search strategy to identify literatures for TME.
	Database
	Search terms
	Total articles identified 

	PubMed
	(meso esophagectomy) OR (mesoesophagectomy)
"meso"[All Fields] AND ("esophagectomy"[MeSH Terms] OR "esophagectomy"[All Fields] OR "esophagectomies"[All Fields] OR "oesophagectomies"[All Fields] OR "oesophagectomy"[All Fields])
	7

	Embase
	(mesoesophagectomy) OR (Mesoesphagel dissection) OR (Mesoesphagel resection) OR (Mesoesphagel Excision) OR (meso esophagus surgery) OR (meso esophagectomy) OR (Mesoesophageal dissection) OR (Mesoesophageal resection) OR (Mesoesophageal excision)
	97

	Web of Science
	(mesoesophagectomy [Topic]) OR (Mesoesphagel dissection [Topic]) OR (Mesoesphagel resection [Topic]) OR (Mesoesphagel Excision [Topic]) OR (meso esophagus surgery [Topic]) OR (meso esophagectomy [Topic]) OR (Mesoesophageal dissection [Topic]) OR (Mesoesophageal resection [Topic]) OR (Mesoesophageal excision [Topic])
	26

	Cochrane
	(en bloc esophagectomy) OR (en bloc esophageal resection)) OR (en bloc esophagus resection)
	0

	Reference search
	
	55
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