Table S1: Participant reported resolution of bacterial vaginosis symptoms at Week 2 – between-group comparison by sub-group
	Sub-group

	Metronidazole vs lactic acid gel
	Treatment difference
(95% CI)a
	Estimate of treatment-sub-group interaction
(95% CI)b

	Presence of concomitant STI at baselinec
	
	
	

	No (n=259)
	67% (85/126) vs 50% (66/133)   
	-17.8% (-29.6, -6.0)%
	Insufficient data available

	Yes (n=8)d
	100% (5/5) vs 0% (0/3)   
	-100% (not calculable)
	

	Bacterial vaginosis confirmed by positive baseline microscopy (central laboratory Ison-Hay grade 3)e
	
	
	

	No (n=190)
	65% (58/89) vs 46% (46/101)
	-19.6% (-33.5, -5.8)%
	

	Yes (n=212)
	75% (83/111) vs 49% (49/101)
	-26.3 (-38.9, -13.6)%
	2.1% (-11.6, 15.7)%
p = 0.77

	Number of episodes of bacterial vaginosis in 12 months before baseline
	
	
	

	0 (n=4)
	100% (1/1) vs 67% (2/3)
	-33.3% (-86.7, 20.0)%
	

	1-3 (n=242)
	75% (91/122) vs 51% (61/120)
	-23.8% (-35.6, -11.9)%
	-2.0% (-21.2, 17.0)%
p = 0.83

	>3 (n=163)
	63% (51/81) vs 42% (34/82)
	-21.5% (-36.5, -6.5)%
	

	Total time with bacterial vaginosis in 12 months before baseline
	
	
	

	<2 weeks (n=78)
	72% (31/43) vs 57% (20/35)
	-15.0% (-36.1, 6.2)%
	

	≥2 weeks and <3 months (n=209)
	73% (78/107) vs 53% (54/102)
	-20.0% (-32.8, -7.1)%
	-3.1% (-27.8, 21.6)%
p = 0.81

	≥3 months (n=122)
	63% (34/54) vs 34% (23/68)
	-29.1% (-46.2, -12.0)%
	-11.1% (-38.5, 16.4)%
p = 0.43


CI, confidence interval
Data are n (%) unless otherwise indicated.
a Simple treatment differences are presented, due to non-convergence of more complicated models.
b Adjusted for number of female partners in last 12 months, and number of episodes in last 12 months.
c Chlamydia, gonorrhoea or trichomoniasis in central laboratory sample. Two samples had an indeterminate result for all three STIs, and a third had a mixture of indeterminate and negative results; all three samples are therefore missing for overall STI.
d All in metronidazole group resolved; none resolved in lactic acid gel group.
e The baseline covariate is dependent on other variables in the analysis.

Table S2: Time to first recurrence of bacterial vaginosis (days) for those whose symptoms resolved within 2 weeks (participant reported)
	Resolution/recurrence of bacterial vaginosis
	Oral metronidazole 
(n =259)
	Intravaginal lactic acid gel
(n =259)

	Resolved by Week 2
	143
	97

	Recurred within 3 months
	37/ 73 (51%)
	23/ 50 (46%)

	Recurred within 6 months
	51/72 (71%)
	32/46 (70%)

	Including censored times
	
	

	Number with time to recurrence
	73
	50

	Median time to recurrence (IQR)
	92 (49, .)a
	124 (63, .)a

	Without censored times
	
	

	Number with time to recurrence
	43
	25

	Median time to recurrence (IQR)
	54 (33-80)
	66 (25-79)


IQR, interquartile range
a It was only possible to calculate the 25% quartile as there were not enough uncensored ‘events’.
Time is censored for those without recurrence at the latest time for which data up to that point are available, and is calculated from the date of resolution. If a participant had no recurrence up to 3 months, and 6 month data were missing, then overall (6 month) recurrence status would also be missing, and time to recurrence is censored at 3 months. Time to recurrence is censored at 6 months if data are available at both 3 and 6 months, but no recurrence was reported. 
Denominators are greater for median times than for 6 month recurrence data due to times censored at 3 months.


Table S3: Summary of side effects reported on Week 2 questionnaire
	
	Oral metronidazole (n=258)
	Intravaginal lactic acid gel (n=258)

	Number of questionnaires expected
	256
	258

	Number of questionnaires returned
	156
	161

	Number of participants experiencing one or more episodes of
	
	

	Nausea
	50 (32%)
	13 (8%)

	Vomiting
	9 (6%)
	2 (1%)

	Taste changes
	28 (18%)
	2 (1%)

	Vaginal irritation
	44 (28%)
	34 (21%)

	Abdominal pain
	31 (20%)
	27 (17%)

	Diarrhoea
	31 (20%)
	9 (6%)


All data are n (%).
Tabulated by treatment received. Two participants from each treatment group received the other study treatment; one participant allocated to lactic acid received no study treatment and withdrew before any follow-up; one participant allocated to metronidazole received a non-study treatment but provided no side effect data and hence is not included in this table.


Figure S1: Forest plot for primary outcome and sensitivity analyses
[image: ]
CI, confidence interval
Multiple imputation:  No missing covariate data. Overall resolution is the only imputed variable, using chained equations and augment option owing to prediction problems. Estimation uses a general linear model for binary outcome.
Exclude if not received allocated treatment: Participants excluded from the analysis if they had not received any of their allocated treatment.
Further baseline variable adjustment: Vaginal douching, ethnicity and time with BV added to the original model
Assuming missing data not resolved: All participants who had missing primary outcome data were assumed not to have resolved.
Assuming missing data resolved:  All participants who had missing primary outcome data were assumed to have resolved.
Include as treatment received:  Participants were included in the treatment group for the treatment they actually received irrespective of randomisation.


[bookmark: _Hlk62642066]Figure S2: Kaplan Meier plot for recurrence of bacterial vaginosis symptoms against time
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