Highlights:
· Quantitative measurement of local environmental target constraints.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Measuring the quality of green innovation in Chinese listed companies utilizing the breadth of knowledge.
· The positive impact of indirect environmental target constraint intensity on the quality of green innovation of enterprises has a marginal decreasing trend.
· Indirect environmental target constraint intensity works better in areas with policies prioritizing city over province and with mayors less than 57 years old.
