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Supplementary table 1. Six years monthly variations in max. (a) & min. (b) temperatures, and rainfall pattern (c) and relative humidity (d) during experimentation. Source: Agromet. Observatory, Division of Agricultural Physics, IARI, New Delhi. 

(a)
	Month/Year
	July
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.

	2013–14
	34.8
	32.8
	34.5
	31.5
	26.9
	22.4
	18.6
	21.0
	26.9
	34.8

	2014–15
	35.9
	35.8
	34.1
	33.2
	28.3
	20.6
	16.9
	24.6
	27.2
	33.9

	2015–16
	33.8
	33.5
	35.2
	33.8
	28.1
	22.6
	20.7
	24.6
	30.8
	38.7

	2016–17
	33.8
	32.6
	34.3
	33.9
	29.0
	23.3
	20.1
	23.9
	29.8
	38.0

	2017–18
	34.1
	33.6
	33.6
	34.0
	26.8
	23.0
	20.6
	24.9
	31.6
	36.5

	2018–19
	35.7
	33.6
	34.0
	30.2
	27.4
	19.4
	20.0
	21.1
	27.0
	37.2

	2019–20
	41.3
	38.2
	34.0
	35.1
	32.0
	27.0
	15.2
	20.0
	21.0
	35.5



(b)
	Month/Year
	July
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.

	2013–14
	25.7
	25.1
	24.0
	19.2
	9.9
	7.1
	6.8
	7.5
	12.7
	17.9

	2014–15
	26.3
	25.8
	24.0
	18.8
	10.6
	6.7
	6.8
	10.6
	13.1
	19.2

	2015–16
	25.7
	25.5
	23.6
	17.5
	11.9
	6.1
	6.5
	8.1
	13.7
	19.1

	2016–17
	24.4
	24.2
	22.5
	16.2
	9.0
	5.3
	7.7
	9.9
	14.2
	20.7

	2017–18
	26.2
	25.9
	23.7
	17.2
	10.6
	6.8
	4.3
	8.4
	13.4
	19.9

	2018–19
	27.5
	26.5
	25.5
	14.8
	13.8
	7.5
	6.4
	9.6
	12.4
	21.1

	2019–20
	29.0
	28.2
	26.1
	24.0
	18.5
	14.0
	6.0
	6.0
	8.0
	20.2



©
	Month/Year
	July
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.

	2013–14
	459.8
	521.9
	108.1
	109.0
	0.4
	6.8
	18.6
	63.5
	63.5
	16.4

	2014–15
	227.8
	98.9
	124.3
	0.0
	0.0
	26.4
	35.8
	0.0
	201.8
	51.8

	2015–16
	377.8
	261.3
	67.2
	0.0
	2.2
	0.0
	0.0
	1.4
	17.8
	0.6

	2016–17
	540.9
	388.2
	173.4
	37.8
	0.0
	0.0
	64.8
	0.0
	17.1
	8.0

	2017–18
	170.2
	202.0
	193.0
	0.0
	0.0
	7.4
	6.0
	0.0
	0.0
	26.0

	2018–19
	368.4
	247.7
	237.9
	0.0
	4.0
	0.0
	52.0
	70.8
	10.2
	5.7

	2019–20
	283.9
	277.0
	17.4
	41.0
	7.4
	66.0
	47.7
	2.0
	174.6
	8.8



(d)
	Month/Year
	July
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.

	2013–14
	81.0
	89.0
	75.0
	75.0
	70.0
	75.0
	82.0
	80.0
	69.0
	57.0

	2014–15
	75.0
	72.0
	71.0
	62.0
	61.0
	76.0
	83.0
	70.0
	71.0
	60.0

	2015–16
	76.0
	78.0
	63.0
	64.0
	69.0
	72.0
	78.0
	71.0
	71.0
	56.0

	2016–17
	82.0
	82.0
	72.0
	63.0
	63.0
	72.0
	76.4
	70.0
	62.0
	55.7

	2017–18
	78.2
	82.4
	76.8
	67.8
	69.4
	68.9
	71.7
	66.3
	57.5
	45.1

	2018–19
	83.3
	89.0
	87.3
	89.0
	88.6
	86.7
	90.3
	94.7
	89.3
	71.8

	2019–20
	65.0
	84.0
	90.2
	86.0
	87.0
	87.0
	67.2
	93.5
	98.0
	65.5





