Annex 1. Predictors of rates of infection with COVID-19 at the local level


	Data source: National Institute of Public Health for data on COVID-19 infection rates from the beginning of the pandemic to the end of April 2021, reported per 1000 permanent residents in 2018, and INS for population data. Own linear regression calculations in STATA using robust standard errors. The significance levels are conventional because it is not a question of a sample of 3200 localities but of 2576 localities for which we ordered data on all the variables in the analysis. Random factors play, however, in this case as well, through errors in measuring the inevitable variables. The interpretability of the results is, however, a way of validation. I used the dot as a decimal marker. No VIF value for predictors is higher than 4, indicating low collinearity among predictors. Beta are regression coefficients that are comparable by the fact that they are computed on standardized variables as z scores. 
The model is tested by sensitivity analysis (Treiman 2014) by replacing the regional capital variable with an index of urban competitiveness xxx (Ionescu-Heroiu et all. 2013: 247) and the pattern of statistical significance for regression coefficients kept the same configuration. 
We experimented with applying the same regression model using, instead of the cultural area as a predictor, the historical region, or the urban or developmental region. The resulting multiple determination coefficients are lower than the one recorded in the model presented here, but with very close values. It follows that cultural areas are relevant categories of regions for social interactions associated with COVID-19 infections.




Annex 2. Predictors of the degree of local modernity

[bookmark: _MON_1685093423]Data source: NIS. See for XXX XXXX D. 2016. Migration abroad experience and modernity at the local level in Romania (sav file), XXX (consulted 23 May 2021).
Linear regression in STATA, with robust standard errors. Dependent variable – degree of local modernity as a factor score of three factor scores referring to demographic , housing and institutional modernity (XXX, consulted June 1st 2021).
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11.963 0.441 0.000

4.361 0.201 0.000
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rate of temporary emigration to  the UK 2011 

(ln) 1.649 0.059 0.000

1.333 0.065 0.000

București Ilfov 31.121 0.210 0.000

TM SB BV CJ 6.587 0.106 0.000

BT VS 5.529 0.076 0.000

South Muntenia  4.846 0.069 0.000

AB AD HD CS  3.222 0.051 0.006

North Muntenia  2.505 0.041 0.030

SM MM  0.704 0.008 0.541

SV IS 0.568 0.008 0.653

CV HG MS BH 0.258 0.004 0.819
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North OLTENIA  -0.982 -0.013 0.413
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				Bloc variabile		Predictori				Coef.		P>t				Bloc variabile		Predictori (continuare)		Coef.		P>t

				1.Capital vital		Vârsta medie a populației adulte 2018				1.261		0.000				6.Arie culturală (categorie de referință: aria SJ BN)		București-IF		31.117		0.000

						Populație 2018 (ln)				0.619		0.277						TM SB BV CJ		6.520		0.000

						% Populație 2018/Populație 2002				0.137		0.000						BT VS		4.073		0.007

				2.Capital socio-uman		Indice capital material local 2018				2.861		0.000						Muntenia de Sud		3.363		0.016

						Rata de penetrare a internetului 2018				0.361		0.000						AD AB HD CS		2.223		0.088

						Stoc educație 2011				4.869		0.000						Muntenia de Nord		0.452		0.715

				3.Capital regional		Populația celui mai apropiat oraș de peste 50 mii locunitori (ln)				1.370		0.000						SM MM		0.224		0.876

						Distanța în km până la cel mai apropiat oraș de +200 mii loc (ln)				-4.713		0.000						CV HG MS BH		-0.018		0.988

						Localitate la margine de județ*				-2.216		0.000						NT BC VR GL		-0.405		0.749

						Localitate în județ de graniță*				1.114		0.158						SV IS		-1.251		0.429

				4.Migratie		indicele experienței de migrație IMIGEXPER 2011&2002				0.035		0.202						Dobrogea		-3.410		0.035

						rata de emigrare temporară în Marea Britanie 2011 (ln)				1.617		0.000						Oltenia de Nord		-3.590		0.008
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						% catolici ăn localitate 2011 (ln)				-0.231		0.386						constanta		-96.0086		0
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				Capital regional		47.280		0.000		0.568		0.045
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