Appendix 2: internal validation method. 
	Subset
	Category
	Respiratory failure proportion (%)

	1
	A
	0%

	
	B
	3.1%

	
	C
	10.5%

	
	D
	44.8%

	
	χ2 = 59.5; p<0.001. χ2 for trend = 41.5; p<0.001

	2
	A
	0%

	
	B
	3.8%

	
	C
	9.2%

	
	D
	37.5%

	
	χ2 =39.4; p<0.001. χ2 for trend = 27.2; p<0.001.

	3
	A
	0%

	
	B
	4.5%

	
	C
	10.8%

	
	D
	52.2%

	
	χ2 = 60.2; p<0.001. χ2 for trend = 38.2; p<0.001.

	4
	A
	0%

	
	B
	3.8%

	
	C
	9.4%

	
	D
	47.8%

	
	χ2 = 57.8; p<0.001. χ2 for trend = 35.8; p<0.001.

	5
	A
	0%

	
	B
	2.5%

	
	C
	10.2%

	
	D
	44.0%

	
	χ2 = 57.1; p<0.001. χ2 for trend = 39.0; p<0.001.



