Viii. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL
S1. Box: Recent developments in the Belgian health information system 
Over the last decade, several efforts to increase harmonization and interoperability in the Belgian health information landscape have been initiated, such as the national electronic health (eHealth) action plan in 2008 and healthdata.be in 2015. eHealth is a federal government agency whose mission is to support a well-organized, mutual electronic service, data transfers and information exchange between all actors in the healthcare sector, with a focus on data security and privacy protection of the patient and the healthcare provider [1]. Since 2018, this online data portal also has a personal health viewer (called ‘mijngezondheid.be’), where patients can consult their health information after registration [2]. Healthdata.be as part of eHealth aims to centralize and improve clinical registries in a new data platform. This platform currently collects data for more than 150 clinical registries, from multiple sources such as primary care facilities, laboratories, and hospitals, and each with multiple information systems or EHR [3] . However, there are still ongoing projects, where the centralization and integration of data at patient and health service level covering different dimensions of health, health care and costs and in a GDPR-proof way, remain challenging. 
Sources: 1Federal government, e-Health platform. 2021. https://www.ehealth.fgov.be/ehealthplatform/nl; 2Federal goverment, Mijn Gezondheid. 2020. https://www.mijngezondheid.belgie.be; 3Delvaux N, Aertgeerts B, van Bussel JCH, et al.  Health Data for Research Through a Nationwide Privacy-Proof System in Belgium: Design and Implementation. Jmir Medical Informatics. 2018;6(4): 219-228. 

