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Supplementary Table 1: Trials by year started and phase

	
	Active
	Completed
	Stopped
	Unknown
	Total
	Active
	Completed
	Stopped
	Unknown

	Start year
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	%
	%
	%
	%

	2000-2005
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phase 1/2
	121
	9,495
	1,268
	535
	11,419
	1.1
	83.2
	11.1
	4.7

	Phase 3/4
	68
	8,382
	911
	595
	9,956
	0.7
	84.2
	9.2
	6.0

	Phase N/A
	88
	4,232
	412
	455
	5,187
	1.7
	81.6
	7.9
	8.8

	Total
	277
	22,109
	2,591
	1,585
	26,562
	1.0
	83.2
	9.8
	6.0

	2006-2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phase 1/2
	497
	17,441
	3,736
	1708
	23,382
	2.1
	74.6
	16.0
	7.3

	Phase 3/4
	259
	12,831
	2,321
	1,874
	17,285
	1.5
	74.2
	13.4
	10.8

	Phase N/A
	409
	12,881
	1,858
	1,947
	17,095
	2.4
	75.3
	10.9
	11.4

	Total
	1,165
	43,153
	7,915
	5,529
	57,762
	2.0
	74.7
	13.7
	9.6

	2011-2015
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phase 1/2
	2,498
	16,968
	3,858
	2,710
	26,034
	9.6
	65.2
	14.8
	10.4

	Phase 3/4
	1,284
	11,711
	2,134
	3,120
	18,249
	7.0
	64.2
	11.7
	17.1

	Phase N/A
	2,892
	25,013
	3,126
	5,757
	36,788
	7.9
	68.0
	8.5
	15.6

	Total
	6,674
	53,692
	9,118
	11,587
	81,071
	8.2
	66.2
	11.2
	14.3

	2016-2020
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phase 1/2
	16,555
	8,498
	2,780
	1,846
	29,679
	55.8
	28.6
	9.4
	6.2

	Phase 3/4
	8,955
	4,922
	1,366
	1,802
	17,045
	52.5
	28.9
	8.0
	10.6

	Phase N/A
	28,290
	21,665
	3,062
	6,136
	59,123
	47.8
	36.6
	5.2
	10.4

	Total
	53,800
	35,085
	7,208
	9,784
	105,877
	50.8
	33.1
	6.8
	9.2

	2016-2020*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phase 1/2
	15,844
	8,379
	2,710
	1,846
	28,779
	55.1
	29.1
	9.4
	6.4

	Phase 3/4
	8,473
	4,830
	1,366
	1,802
	16,405
	51.6
	29.4
	8.3
	11.0

	Phase N/A
	27,669
	21,484
	3,032
	6,136
	58,319
	47.4
	36.8
	5.2
	10.5

	Total
	51,986
	34,691
	7,042
	9,784
	103,503
	50.2
	33.5
	6.8
	9.5


 *Counts excluding trials related to COVID-19



Supplementary Table 2. Number of trials started by top 10 leading causes of mortality in the United States 


	 
	 
	Percent of trials started


	 Top 10 leading causes of mortality in the US
	ClinicalTrials.Gov Search terms
	2010
	2015
	2020

	Heart Disease
	"Heart disease OR Cardiovascular disease"
	19.8
	11.7
	16.5

	Cancer
	"Cancer"
	36.7
	43.0
	39.1

	Accidents 
	"Accidents or Injuries"
	8.2
	8.5
	10.7

	Chronic Lower respiratory disease
	"Respiratory disease OR respiratory tract disease OR chronic obstructive pulmonary disease OR COPD OR respiration disorder"
	14.8
	15.4
	15.6

	Stroke and CV disorders
	"Stroke"
	2.0
	3.5
	3.2

	Alzheimer’s Disease
	"Alzheimer disease"
	1.3
	1.4
	1.3

	Diabetes
	"Diabetes"
	9.6
	9.2
	5.8

	Influenza and Pneumonia
	"Influenza OR pneumonia"
	2.9
	2.0
	3.9

	Kidney Disease
	"Kidney disease"
	4.5
	5.0
	3.4

	Suicide or self-injury
	"Suicide OR self-injury"
	0.3
	0.4
	0.5
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