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A. [bookmark: _Toc216168097][bookmark: _Toc216170180] Reporting checklist 
	Item No
	Guide Questions/Description 
	Reported on 

	Domain 1: Research team and reflexivity 

	Personal Characteristics 

	1. Interviewer/ facilitator 
	Which author/s conducted the interview or focus group?
	Methods: study design

	2. Credentials 
	What were the researcher’s credentials? E.g., PhD, MD 
	Title page

	3. Occupation 
	What was their occupation at the time of the study?
	Title page

	4. Gender 
	Was the researcher male or female?
	Methods: study design

	5. Experience and training 
	What experience or training did the researcher have?
	Methods: study design

	Relationship with participants 

	6. Relationship established 
	Was a relationship established prior to study commencement?
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	7. Participant knowledge of the interviewer 
	What did the participants know about the researcher? e.g. personal goals, reasons for doing the research? 
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	8. Interviewer characteristics 
	What characteristics were reported about the interviewer/facilitator? e.g. Bias, assumptions, reasons and interests in the research topic 
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	 Domain 2: study design 

	Theoretical framework 

	9. Methodological orientation and Theory 
	What methodological orientation was stated to underpin the study? e.g. grounded theory, discourse analysis, ethnography, phenomenology, content analysis 
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	Participant selection 

	10. Sampling 
	How were participants selected? e.g., purposive, convenience, consecutive, snowball 
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	11. Method of approach 
	How were participants approached? e.g., face-to-face, telephone, mail, email 
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	12. Sample size 
	How many participants were in the study?
	Results

	13. Non-participation Setting 
	How many people refused to participate or dropped out? Reasons?
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	14. Setting of data collection 
	Where was the data collected? e.g., home, clinic, workplace 
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection

	15. Presence of nonparticipants 
	Was anyone else present besides the participants and researchers?
	N/A

	16. Description of sample 
	What are the important characteristics of the sample? e.g. demographic data, date 
	Results

	Data collection 
	
	

	17. Interview guide 
	Were questions, prompts, and guides provided by the authors? Was it pilot tested?
	Methods: sampling strategy and data collection. In addition to the supplementary F-G 

	18. Repeat interviews 
	Were repeat interviews carried out? If yes, how many?
	N/A

	19. Audio/visual recording 
	Did the research use audio or visual recording to collect the data?
	Methods: sampling and data collection methods

	20. Field notes 
	Were field notes made during and/or after the interview or focus group? 
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	21. Duration 
	What was the duration of the interviews or focus group?
	Methods: design

	22. Data saturation 
	Was data saturation discussed?
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	23. Transcripts returned 
	Were transcripts returned to participants for comment and/or correction?
	N/A

	Domain 3: analysis and findings

	Data analysis 

	24. Number of data coders 
	How many data coders coded the data?
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	25. Description of the coding tree 
	Did the authors provide a description of the coding tree?
	N/A – however, Fig 2 provides a thematic map

	26. Derivation of themes 
	Were themes identified in advance or derived from the data?
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	27. Software 
	What software, if applicable, was used to manage the data?
	Methods: data analysis and reporting

	28. Participant checking 
	Did participants provide feedback on the findings?
	N/A

	Reporting 

	29. Quotations presented 
	Were participant quotations presented to illustrate the themes/findings? Was each quotation identified? e.g., participant number 
	Results: 3.1-3.3

	30. Data and findings consistent 
	Was there consistency between the data presented and the findings?
	Results: 3.1-3.3

	31. Clarity of major themes 
	Were major themes clearly presented in the findings?
	Results: 3.1-3.3

	32. Clarity of minor themes 
	Is there a description of diverse cases or a discussion of minor themes?
	Results: 3.1-3.3



B. [bookmark: _Toc216168098][bookmark: _Toc216170181]Search strategy 

	Multilateral development bank
	
	Filters used for the search

	
	Year of approval
	Source of finance
	Status
	Country
	Region
	Theme
	Sector
	Project type

	World Bank
	January 01, 2020 - June 06, 2025
	Not restricted to any financing source
	Active
	Not restricted to any country
	Not restricted to any region
	Not restricted to any theme
	
1.  FY17 - Water Supply (#87)
2. FY17 - Sanitation (#77)
	Unapplicable

	African Development Bank
	2020 to 2025
	Not restricted to any financing source
	Approved or active/implementation
	Not restricted to any country
	Unapplicable
	Unapplicable
	Water Supply & Sanitation
	Sovereign

	Asian Development Bank
	 2014 to 2023
	Not restricted to any financing source
	Approved or active
	Not restricted to any country
	Unapplicable
	Not restricted to any theme
	Water and other urban infrastructure and services
	Sovereign

	
	*AfDB and ADB do not provide month and day options for the date. Therefore, the time frame was restricted to years only (2014-2023). WB does not have an approved ‘status option’; hence, it is limited to active project status.



C. [bookmark: _Toc216168099][bookmark: _Toc216170182]Inclusion and exclusion criteria
	Code
	Label
	Description
	Included in this review

	14010
	Water sector policy and administrative management
	Water sector policy and governance, including legislation, regulation, planning and management as well as transboundary management of water; institutional capacity development; activities supporting the Integrated Water Resource Management approach
	 No

	14015
	Water resources conservation (including data collection)
	Collection and usage of quantitative and qualitative data on water resources; creation and sharing of water knowledge; conservation and rehabilitation of inland surface waters (rivers, lakes, etc.), groundwater and coastal waters; prevention of water contamination.
	 No

	14021
	Water supply - large systems
	Potable water treatment plants: intake works; storage; water supply pumping stations; large-scale transmission/conveyance and distribution systems.
	Yes

	14022
	Sanitation - large systems
	Large-scale sewerage, including trunk sewers and sewage pumping stations; domestic and industrial wastewater treatment plants.
	Yes

	14031
	Basic drinking water supply
	Rural water supply schemes using handpumps, spring catchments, gravity-fed systems, rainwater collection and fog harvesting, storage tanks, and small distribution systems, typically with shared connections/points of use. Urban schemes using handpumps and local neighbourhood networks, including those with shared connections.
	 Yes

	14032
	Basic sanitation
	Latrines, on-site disposal and alternative sanitation systems, including the promotion of household and community investments in the construction of these facilities
	 Yes

	14040
	River basins development
	Infrastructure-focused integrated river basin projects and related institutional activities; river flow control; dams and reservoirs [excluding dams primarily for irrigation (31140) and hydropower (23220) and activities related to river transport (21040)].
	 Yes

	14050
	Waste management/disposal
	Municipal and industrial solid waste management, including hazardous and toxic waste; collection, disposal and treatment; landfill areas; composting and reuse.
	 No

	14081
	Education and training in water supply and sanitation
	Education and training for sector professionals and service providers.
	No



D. [bookmark: _Toc216168100][bookmark: _Toc216170183]Process of sampling selection 
	
We identified 248 projects across banks, for which associated appraisal documents were retrieved, and then assessed against the inclusion criteria. Of these, 154 were excluded from the sampling frame for the following common reasons: technical assistance (n = 41), water sector policy and management (n = 40), additional financing (n = 28), feasibility studies (n = 15), other infrastructure (n = 13) and waste management (n = 9) (Figure 1). 
[image: ]






Table 1: Sampled water and sanitation projects, by interview and focus group status
	ID
	Country
	Bank
	Project Status
	Project title
	Approval date
	Interview
	Focus group discussion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Date contacted
	Follow-up 
	Status
	Interview date
	Number of Interviewees
	FGD invitation
	Status
	Date scheduled

	1
	Pakistan
	ADB
	Active
	Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cities Improvement Project
	10/12/2021
	27/06/2025
	-*
	Completed
	11/07/2025
	2
	Not invited
	na#
	na

	2
	South Sudan
	AfDB
	Approved
	SOUTH SUDAN - Climate Resilient Sanitation & Institutional Support Project, Phase I
	20/11/2024
	13/06/2025
	19/06/2025
	Completed
	20/06/2025
	2
	07/10/2025
	Not responded
	na

	3
	Rwanda
	AfDB
	Active
	Rwanda - Transformative and Sustainable Water and Sanitation Program, Phase I
	01/12/2023
	13/03/2025
	-
	Completed
	29/04/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Declined
	na

	4
	Malawi
	AfDB
	Active
	Malawi - Rumphi Water and Sanitation Services Improvement Project
	17/11/2023
	04/06/2025
	23/06/2025
	Completed
	25/06/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Not responded
	na

	5
	Somalia
	AfDB
	Active
	Somalia - Kismayo-Baidoa Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	29/10/2021
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	Completed
	07/07/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Not responded
	na

	6
	Kenya
	WB
	Active
	Kenya Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Program
	20/12/2023
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	Completed
	12/05/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Completed
	27/10/2025

	7
	Cambodia
	WB
	Active
	Water Supply and Sanitation Acceleration Project
	21/11/2023
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	Completed
	02/05/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Not attended
	27/10/2025

	8
	Mozambique
	WB
	Active
	Urban Water Security Program
	28/09/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	Completed
	08/07/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Completed
	03/11/2025

	9
	Malawi
	WB
	Active
	Water and Sanitation Project - I
	23/03/2023
	13/03/2025
	-
	Completed
	15/04/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Completed
	27/10/2025

	10
	Somalia
	WB
	Active
	Barwaaqo - Somalia Water for Rural Resilience Project
	09/12/2022
	 
	-
	Completed
	24/07/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Completed
	03/11/2025

	11
	Mozambique
	WB
	Active
	Rural and Small Towns Water Security Project
	14/12/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	Completed
	08/07/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Completed
	03/11/2025

	12
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	WB
	Active
	BiH Water and Sanitation Services Modernisation Project
	24/11/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	Completed
	14/07/2025
	1
	07/10/2025
	Not attended
	27/10/2025

	13
	Egypt
	AfDB
	Approved
	Egypt- Sustainable Development of Abu Rawash Wastewater Treatment Plant - Phase IV
	29/11/2024
	13/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	Completed
	20/10/2025
	1
	Not invited
	na
	na


* ‘-’ follow-up was not required
# ‘na’ not applicable

	










Table 2: Water and supply projects not interviewed for reasons 
	ID
	Country
	Bank
	Project Status
	Project title
	Approval date
	Date contacted
	Follow-up 1
	Follow-up 2
	Follow-up 3
	Status

	1
	Zambia
	AfDB
	Active
	ZAMBIA - Improving Access and Strengthening Innovations for Water Sanitation and Hygiene in Kabwe town and Bauleni township
	17/07/2024
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na*
	na
	Declined

	2
	Senegal
	AfDB
	Active
	Senegal - Access to Water and Sanitation Services for Sustainable Resilience in Disadvantaged Areas Project
	09/11/2022
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	3
	Nigeria
	AfDB
	Active
	Nigeria - Nigeria Urban Water Sector Reform and Akure Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	19/11/2021
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	4
	Namibia
	AfDB
	Active
	Namibia - Namibia Water Sector Support Program (NWSSP)
	11/03/2020
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	5
	Cameroon
	WB
	Active
	Cameroon Water Security Project
	07/05/2025
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	6
	Union of the Comoros
	WB
	Active
	Comoros National Water Resilience Project
	20/06/2024
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	7
	Vietnam
	WB
	Active
	Binh Duong Province's Water Environment Improvement Project
	12/01/2024
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	8
	Kiribati
	WB
	Active
	South Tarawa Sanitation Project
	25/05/2022
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	9
	 India
	WB
	Active
	Shimla-Himachal Pradesh Water Supply and Sewerage Services Improvement Program (PforR)
	05/11/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	10
	Bangladesh
	WB
	Active
	Dhaka Sanitation Improvement Project
	20/03/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	na
	na
	Declined

	11
	India
	ADB
	Active
	Amaravati Inclusive and Sustainable Capital City Development Program
	11/12/2024
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	12
	Nepal
	ADB
	Active
	Kathmandu Valley Water Supply Improvement Project (Phase 2)
	13/11/2024
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	13
	Lao People's Democratic Republic
	ADB
	Active
	Water Supply and Sanitation Improvement Sector Project
	23/10/2024
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	14
	Nauru
	ADB
	Active
	Sustainable and Resilient Urban Development Project
	26/09/2024
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	15
	Vanuatu
	ADB
	Approved
	Luganville Resilient Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	20/09/2024
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	16
	Tuvalu
	ADB
	Active
	Funafuti Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	11/09/2024
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	17
	Indonesia
	ADB
	Active
	Citywide Inclusive Sanitation Project
	30/01/2024
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	18
	Pakistan
	ADB
	Active
	Developing Resilient Environments and Advancing Municipal Services in Punjab Project
	27/11/2023
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	19
	India
	ADB
	Approved
	Kerala Urban Water Services Improvement Project
	23/11/2023
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	20
	Bangladesh
	ADB
	Active
	Chattogram Hill Tracts Inclusive and Resilient Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	26/10/2023
	13/03/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	21
	Uzbekistan
	ADB
	Active
	Integrated Urban Development Project
	17/10/2022
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	22
	Timor-Leste
	ADB
	Active
	Dili West Water Supply Project
	19/09/2022
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	23
	India
	ADB
	Active
	Uttarakhand Integrated and Resilient Urban Development Project
	26/11/2021
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	24
	Uzbekistan
	ADB
	Active
	Tashkent Province Sewerage Improvement Project
	24/11/2021
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	25
	Cambodia
	ADB
	Active
	Livable Cities Investment Project
	18/11/2021
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	26
	India
	ADB
	Active
	Jharkhand Urban Water Supply Improvement Project
	30/07/2021
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	27
	Timor-Leste
	ADB
	Active
	Water Supply and Sanitation Investment Project
	24/06/2021
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	28
	Myanmar
	ADB
	Approved
	Yangon City Water Resilience Project
	29/09/2020
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	29
	Bangladesh
	ADB
	Active
	Khulna Sewerage System Development Project
	28/09/2020
	27/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Not responded

	30
	Morocco
	AfDB
	Approved
	MOROCCO - Drinking Water Digitisation, Production Enhancement and Performance Improvement Project (PDRAP)
	13/11/2024
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	04/06/2025
	22/04/2025
	Not responded

	31
	Ethiopia
	AfDB
	Active
	Ethiopia - Borana Resilient Water Development For Improved Livelihoods Program (PHASE II)
	28/02/2024
	04/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf#
	nf
	Not responded

	32
	Tunisia
	AfDB
	Active
	TUNISIA - Treated Wastewater Quality Improvement Project for Climate Resilience Building (PAQEE-RCC)
	06/12/2023
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	33
	Chad
	AfDB
	Active
	Chad - Drinking water supply and sanitation program in semi-urban and rural areas (PAEPA SU MR 2)
	17/11/2023
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	04/06/2025
	22/04/2025
	Not responded

	34
	Mozambique
	AfDB
	Active
	Mozambique - Chimoio Inclusive Urban Sanitation Project
	14/11/2023
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	35
	Angola
	AfDB
	Active
	Angola - Coastal Towns Inclusive Sanitation Project Phase 1
	17/05/2023
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	22/04/2022
	04/06/2025
	Not responded

	36
	Burkina Faso
	AfDB
	Active
	Burkina Faso - Water and Sanitation Services Improvement Project for Resilience Building (PASEPA-ER)
	01/12/2022
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	37
	Lesotho
	AfDB
	Active
	Lesotho - Lesotho Lowlands Water Development and Sanitation Project, Phase 3
	30/11/2022
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	38
	Ethiopia
	AfDB
	Active
	Ethiopia - Borana Resilient Water Development for Improved Livelihoods Program (PHASE 1)
	21/11/2022
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	39
	Tanzania
	AfDB
	Active
	Tanzania - Dodoma Resilient and Sustainable Water Development and Sanitation Program – Phase 1
	16/03/2022
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	40
	Morocco
	AfDB
	Active
	Morocco - Project to Strengthen Drinking Water Production and Improve Technical and Commercial Performance (PRPTC)
	17/12/2021
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	41
	Congo
	AfDB
	Active
	Democratic Republic of Congo - Project for the Reinforcement of Socio Economic Infrastructure in the Central Region - Phase II - (PRISE II)
	14/12/2021
	13/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	42
	South Africa
	AfDB
	Approved
	South Africa - Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP), Phase II
	06/10/2021
	13/06/2025
	03/07/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	43
	Kyrgyz Republic
	WB
	Active
	Kyrgyz Republic: Water Supply and Sanitation Universal Access Program-1 Project
	18/04/2025
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	02/07/2025
	nf
	Not responded

	44
	Guinea
	WB
	Active
	Guinea Water and Sanitation Project
	04/04/2025
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	45
	Lebanon
	WB
	Active
	Second Greater Beirut Water Supply Project
	14/01/2025
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	46
	Senegal
	WB
	Active
	Senegal: Integrated Water Security and Sanitation Project
	21/06/2024
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	22/04/2025
	27/06/2025
	Not responded

	47
	Cambodia
	WB
	Active
	Cambodia Water Security Improvement Project
	22/06/2024
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	48
	Bangladesh
	WB
	Active
	Host and Rohingya Enhancement of Lives Project
	28/05/2024
	16/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	49
	Cote d'Ivoire
	WB
	Active
	Cote d'Ivoire Water Security and Sanitation Support Program
	24/05/2024
	27/03/2025
	23/06/2025
	22/04/2025
	na
	Not responded

	50
	 Brazil
	WB
	Active
	Brazil: Pernambuco Rural Water and Sanitation Project (PROSAR)
	17/05/2024
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	22/04/2025
	na
	Not responded

	51
	India
	WB
	Active
	Tamil Nadu Climate Resilient Urban Development Program
	21/12/2023
	17/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	52
	Solomon Islands
	WB
	Active
	Solomon Islands Community Benefits Sharing Project -- Phase 2
	22/09/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	53
	Morocco
	WB
	Active
	Morocco Water Security and Resilience Program
	18/07/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	54
	Afghanistan
	WB
	Active
	Water Emergency Relief Project
	28/06/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	55
	Congo
	WB
	Active
	Water Supply and Sanitation Access Program (PASEA) Project
	09/06/2023
	13/03/2025
	27/03/2025
	22/04/2025
	nf
	Not responded

	56
	Haiti
	WB
	Active
	Decentralized Sustainable and Resilient Rural Water and Sanitation Project
	27/05/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	57
	El Salvador
	WB
	Active
	El Salvador Water Sector Resilience Project
	27/04/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	58
	Togo
	WB
	Active
	Togo Urban Water Security (TUWS)
	29/03/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	 
	 
	Not responded

	59
	India
	WB
	Active
	Karnataka Sustainable Rural Water Supply Program
	28/03/2023
	27/03/2025
	23/06/2025
	22/04/2025
	nf
	Not responded

	60
	Dominican Republic
	WB
	Active
	Dominican Republic Water Sector Modernization Program
	24/03/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	61
	West Bank and Gaza
	WB
	Active
	Water Security and Resilience Program
	28/02/2023
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	62
	Tunisia
	WB
	Active
	Tunisia Sanitation PPP Support Project
	19/12/2022
	16/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	63
	Mali
	WB
	Active
	Bamako Urban Resilience project
	20/11/2022
	16/06/2025
	28/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	64
	Tajikistan
	WB
	Active
	Tajikistan Water Supply and Sanitation Investment Project
	23/06/2022
	16/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	65
	Madagascar
	WB
	Active
	Madagascar National Water Project
	25/05/2022
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	66
	Albania
	WB
	Active
	Albania National Water Supply and Sanitation Sector Modernization Program
	12/05/2022
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	67
	Angola
	WB
	Active
	Climate Resilience and Water Security in Angola-RECLIMA
	30/03/2022
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	68
	Moldova
	WB
	Active
	Moldova Water Security and Sanitation Project
	31/01/2022
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	69
	Niger
	WB
	Active
	Niger Integrated Water Security Platform Project (Niger-IWSP Project)
	30/09/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	70
	Western and Central Africa
	WB
	Active
	Community-Based Recovery and Stabilization Project for the Sahel
	15/06/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	71
	Nigeria
	WB
	Active
	Nigeria Sustainable Urban and Rural Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene Program-for-Results
	25/05/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Referred to an economist who was not contacted

	72
	India
	WB
	Active
	Punjab Municipal Services Improvement Project
	31/03/2021
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	02/07/2025
	nf
	Not responded

	73
	Argentia
	WB
	Active
	BUENOS AIRES WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION WITH A FOCUS ON VULNERABLE AREAS PROGRAM
	25/02/2021
	17/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	74
	Afghanistan
	WB
	Active
	Afghanistan Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Institutional Support Project
	11/12/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Misdirected

	75
	Bangladesh
	WB
	Active
	BD Rural Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for Human Capital Development  Project
	25/09/2020
	17/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	76
	Honduras
	WB
	Active
	Urban Water Supply Strengthening Project
	22/06/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	77
	Kosovo
	WB
	Active
	Fostering and Leveraging Opportunities for Water Security Program
	09/06/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	78
	Turkiye
	WB
	Active
	Municipal Services Improvement Project
	31/03/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	79
	Mauritania
	WB
	Active
	Water and Sanitation Sectoral Project
	30/03/2020
	17/06/2025
	30/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	80
	West Bank and Gaza
	WB
	Active
	Water Security Development - Gaza Central Desalination Program – Associated Works Phase I Project
	10/02/2020
	17/06/2025
	27/06/2025
	nf
	nf
	Not responded

	81
	Pakistan
	WB
	Active
	Punjab Rural Sustainable Water Supply and Sanitation Project
	18/06/2021
	17/06/2025
	na
	na
	na
	Undelivered


* ‘na’ not applicable and  # ‘nf’ not followed up
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Would you like to choose an option that better suits you for the following questions:
1. What is your gender?
a. Male
b. Female 
c. Other
2. Where do you work?
a. World Bank
b. African Development Bank
c. Asian Development Bank 
d. Other
3. For how many years have you been working for your bank?
a. 1-4 years
b. 5-8 years
c. => 9 years
4. Are you an economist by background/training? 
a. Yes
b. No
5. Have you conducted the benefit-cost analysis yourself? 
a. Yes
b. No
6. Have you ever received any training in benefit-cost analysis? 
a. Yes
b. No
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Topic Guide for Key Informant Interviews





Research title: How do multilateral development banks utilise benefit-cost analysis for water and sanitation projects? A qualitative study


	Item
	Note

	Investigator
	

	Date and interview mode
	

	Participant ID
	

	Interview Language
	




Introduction


The investigator introduces himself and then asks the interviewee to do so by providing their name, affiliation, etc. 
Discussion topic 1: Development of benefit-cost analysis 


The investigator asks the interviewee about the development process of the benefit-cost analysis for their water supply and sanitation project.
Probes:
1. Why did you produce the benefit-cost analysis for your project?
· Was a benefit-cost analysis required for your project?
2. What steps have you taken to produce the benefit-cost analysis for your project?
· Who produced the benefit-cost analysis (e.g., a consultant or an economist project member)?
· When did the process of benefit-cost analysis start at the project appraisal (e.g. before or after funding approval), and why?
· How long did the BCA process take, and was the allocated time adequate for the development of the benefit-cost analysis, and why? 
· What iterations has the benefit-cost analysis gone through before being finalised?
· Were best practice guidelines followed in the benefit-cost analysis? If not, why do you think so?
3. Were stakeholders involved in the process of benefit-cost analysis? If not, why do you think so?
· Who were those stakeholders (e.g. government bodies, utilities, beneficiaries)?
· How have they been engaged in the benefit-cost analysis process?
· What was their role and contribution to the benefit-cost analysis model?
· Have they actively engaged in critiquing the benefit-cost analysis model, and how?

Discussion topic 2: Benefit-cost analysis utilisation in decision-making

The investigator asks the interviewee about how the benefit-cost analysis has influenced the funding decision for the project.
Probes:
1. How have the benefit-cost analysis results influenced the final direction of your proposed project?
2. Has the benefit-cost analysis output been used as a key criterion in the funding approval for your project, and why?
3. What other factors were used in decision-making along with the benefit-cost analysis results?
4. Would you propose any improvements to the benefit-cost analysis practice in your bank (e.g. AfDB, WB, or ADB), e.g. change to the methods, timing, or approach to the stakeholders, etc?
Conclusion: Closing the discussion


Ask participants whether they would like to add anything to the discussion or whether they have any questions. 

In case the participant appears reticent or is not giving much information, I will use the following tactic to get as much information as I can:
I. Talk to me through the steps taken in producing the BCA
II. Talk to me about how BCA output influences the funding approval for the WSS project
III. Talk to me about how stakeholders involved in the BCA contributed to the model development
IV. Talk to me about how the BCA result influences the direction of the proposed WSS project
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Topic guide for the focus group discussion


The following probes were derived from the emerging findings of the key informant interviews:
1. What would help you in identifying and quantifying the right economic benefits?
2. Why do you think projects with unfavourable BCA outcomes are sometimes approved, if they are socially and environmentally justified? Does this suggest that these factors receive more weight than economic analysis?
3. How would you like the BCA process to be simpler? In what sense?
4. What improvement do you want to see in terms of benefit-cost analysis guideline
Quotes:
Timing for developing a benefit-cost analysis model
“At the appraisal, we took some months to come up with a more solid number for the benefit-cost analysis. Hence, the overall time was, perhaps, between 3 and 4 months, including our involvement with our economist.” [Interview, a bank professional 028]
“In terms of time, it can take up you know quite a bit of time, as it goes together with the full package, as there is no separate time for the benefit-cost analysis. So, it is usually from 3-6 months” [Interview, a bank professional 027]
“In terms of time for benefit-cost analysis, we can estimate 4 weeks for the preparation and 6 weeks for the appraisal. However, these 10 weeks are not consecutive, and they include validation and different approval phases. So, the economist was engaged for 10 weeks, but in some cases maybe one year” [Interview, a bank professional 034]

Two participants (2/12) gave a ballpark for the entire project preparation timeframe without pinpointing a specific time for the benefit-cost analysis.
“…The consultant took around 8 months to prepare the whole project package” [Interview, a bank professional 024]  
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