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	Item
	Checklist item
	Where reported
	Page / lines

	Title
	Identification
	1
	Identify the report as bibliometric in the title
	“...: A Bibliometric Study of Authorship Expansion, Publication-Credit Inflation, and Research Integrity...”
	p. 1, lines 2–4

	Title
	Issues/topics
	2
	Key issues/topics and time period
	Authorship expansion; publication-credit inflation; research integrity; ten medical specialties; 2000–2025
	p. 1, lines 2–4

	Abstract
	Structured summary
	3
	Background, methods, results, conclusions
	Structured abstract
	pp. 2–3, lines 12–41

	Background
	Rationale
	4
	Review of existing knowledge
	Background
	pp. 4–5, lines 45–83

	Background
	Objectives
	5
	Objective(s) or question(s)
	Principal and secondary aims
	pp. 5–6, lines 84–95

	Methods
	Data sources
	6
	All information sources
	PubMed (E-utilities); random-day and numerical-PMID samples with coverage; annual counts; author records with ORCID
	p. 6, lines 97–106; pp. 8–9, lines 149–176; pp. 9–11, lines 177–218

	Methods
	Search strategy
	7
	Keywords and criteria (date of search, language, document type)
	Journal-based queries, publication-type filters, retrieval dates, seeds; full query strings and sampling assumptions in the repository (QUERIES.md)
	pp. 6–8, lines 97–142; Table 1

	Methods
	Time period
	8
	Period covered and justification
	2000–2025; publication-year convention; indexing lag
	p. 6, lines 97–106; pp. 7–8, lines 124–142

	Methods
	Eligibility criteria
	9
	Inclusion/exclusion criteria, language, design, publication type, period
	Journal selection criteria; eligibility
	pp. 6–8, lines 107–142

	Methods
	Data refinement
	10
	Removal of irrelevant/duplicate records
	De-duplication by PMID; abstract criterion; records without authors; name-disambiguation rules
	pp. 7–8, lines 124–142; pp. 9–11, lines 177–212; Figure 1

	Methods
	Quality assessment (optional)
	11
	Assessment of papers and checklists
	Not applicable (census of bibliographic metadata). Validation of extraction code: pp. 12–13, lines 247–262
	–

	Methods
	Data synthesis
	12
	Methods of summarizing and analysis
	Name-level analysis with bootstrap intervals; statistical analysis
	pp. 9–12, lines 177–246

	Results
	Descriptive findings
	13
	Flow diagram; number of records, years, document types
	Study sample; Figure 1; Table 1
	p. 13, lines 264–271

	Results
	Maps and trends
	14
	Time trends and indicators
	Trends by specialty and journal; period after 2022; author-name level; PubMed-wide positions
	pp. 13–18, lines 272–375; Figures 2–6

	Results
	Tabulation
	15
	Findings organized in tables
	Tables 1–4; Additional file 2
	p. 7 (Table 1); p. 14 (Table 2); p. 16 (Table 3); p. 23 (Table 4)

	Results
	Synthesis
	16
	Synthesize findings, identify gaps, propose a model or hypothesis
	Hypotheses on generative AI; hypothetical model; assessment measures with evidence status
	pp. 21–23, lines 453–498; Figure 7; Table 4

	Discussion
	Summary of evidence
	17
	Summary of main findings
	Principal findings
	p. 18, lines 377–393

	Discussion
	Interpretation
	18
	Interpretation consistent with results
	What the data show and what they do not; ethical interpretation
	pp. 19–21, lines 394–452

	Discussion
	Strengths and limitations
	19
	Strengths and limitations
	Limitations section (strengths and limitations), between Discussion and Conclusions
	pp. 23–25, lines 499–528

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	20
	General interpretation and implications
	Conclusions
	p. 25, lines 529–543






