Dear Head of Research, 
Thank you for taking the time to complete the questionnaire regarding the status of selected key objectives and actions in the OUH and KI Research Strategy for 2021–2025. 
The OUH and KI Research Strategy comprises a total of five strategic focus areas, which are intended to contribute to achieving our shared vision of creating future patient care. These focus areas are: Research for and with patients and relatives, Evidence-based medicine, Excellent research collaboration, A strong research culture, Attractive career pathways.
If you have any questions regarding the survey, please feel free to contact the Research and Funding Team at ____________

Thank you in advance for your response. 
Kind regards, The Chairmanship of the OUH Research Council. 


Number of researchers employed in the research unit
By researchers we refer to PhD students, postdoctoral researchers, (research) associate professors, and professors. 
 5 or fewer
 6-10
 11-15
 16-20
 21-25
 More than 25

Your research unit (department/ centre) 
 Emergency Medicine (FAM, Odense)
 Anaesthesiology, Odense 
 Anaesthesiology, Svendborg
 Occupational and Environmental Medicine 
 Clinical Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine (Odense)
 CAI-X - Centre for Clinical Artificial Intelligence
 CCR - Centre for Clinical Robotics
 CEBMO – Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine and Cochrane Denmark 
 CFPK – Centre for Research in Patient Communication
 CIMT – Centre for Innovative Medical Technology
 Dermatology, Venereology Medical Technology
 FAM - Department of Medicine, Svendborg 
 Pharmacology
 ForSa-P – Centre for Research Together with Patients and Relatives
 Research Unit for Medical Education
 Geriatrics
 Gynaecology and Obstetrics
 Haematology
 Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 
 Infectious Disease 
 Cardiology
 Surgery
 Clinical Biochemistry, Svendborg
 Clinical Epidemiology
 Clinical Physiology and Nuclear Medicine
 Clinical Genetics and Clinical Genome Centre 
 Clinical Immunology
 Clinical Microbiology
 Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
 Respiratory Medicine
 Medical Endocrinology
 Medical Gastroenterology
 Nephrology
 Neurosurgery
 Neurology
 Ophthalmology
 Oncology
 OPEN
 Orthopaedic Surgery
 Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)
 Pathology
 Plastic Surgery
 Paediatrics
 Radiology, Odense
 Radiology Svendborg
 REHPA – Knowledge Centre for Rehabilitation and Palliative Care
 Rheumatology
 SDCO - Steno Diabetes Centre Odense
 Hospital Pharmacy, Fyn - SAF
 Urology
 Other department/research unit – please specify: _________________

The following questions address actions and key objectives within the strategic focus area: Research for and with patients and relatives. 
Key objective: The proportion of research projects that actively involve patients and relatives is monitored, made visible, and significantly increased across all research units during the strategy period. 

Do you currently have patient and/or relative representative(s) affiliated with your research unit?
Permanently affiliated – refers to individuals who regularly participate in meetings, e.g. as members of a research committee. 
Ad hoc affiliated – refers to individuals who can be contacted and involved when needed.
 Yes, number of permanently affiliated representatives______
 Yes, number of ad hoc affiliated representatives (approx)  _____
 No



Do you have permanently affiliated patient or public representatives in your overarching research committee and/or research council? 
 Yes
 No


What has been your motivation for involving patients and public representatives in the research conducted at your department/centre? Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements. 

Strongly agree Agree Partly agree Neutral Partly disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Partly agree
	Neutral
	Partly disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	It is a requirement in the OUH and KI Research Strategy
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    

	We hope it will increase the impact of our research 
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    

	Our research will become more patient-centred / more relevant to patients 
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    

	Our research will become more visible to external stakeholders 
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    

	It will make it easier for us to attract funding 
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    

	By involving patients and publics in the process, we gain relevant knowledge for our research projects
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    
	    




Please describe any other motivations you have had for involving patients and relatives in the research conducted at your department/centre.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________


Which channels have you used to recruit patient and relative representatives to your research unit? (Please select all that apply.) 
 OUH's Patient and Relative Advisory Board
 Invited patients and relatives known to the department
 Contacted patient and relative representatives from OUH’s other overarching councils and committees
 Borrowed patient and relative representatives from research committees in other departments
 Posted notices within the department – e.g. in waiting areas or similar
 Newspaper advertisement or similar
 ForSa-P
 Through patient organisations – please specify: _____
 Other recruitment methods than those listed above – please specify: _____


In which parts of the research process and/or within the research unit do you typically involve patient and relative representatives? (Please select all that apply.) 
 Development of the protocol/project description
 Preparation of patient information materials
 Literature searches 
 Participation in the grant application process
 Data collection
 Preparation of lay summaries
 Participation in research committee work within the research unit 
 Reviewing and providing feedback on manuscripts
 Participation in developing the research unit’s strategy  
 Participation in clarifying ethical perspectives
 Participation as a co-researcher in research projects
 Participation in discussions of new research ideas
 Participation in hypothesis generation / defining research questions 
 Participation in writing research articles 
 Other – please specify:  _____


Did the department initiate one or more new research projects in 2023 with active involvement of patients and relatives, for example in discussions of new research ideas; preparation of lay summaries; development of patient information materials; preparation of protocols/project descriptions; dissemination of research results, etc.?  
 Yes (please indicate number):  _____
 No


To what extent have you experienced barriers or challenges in involving patient and relative representatives in your research? No barriers Few barriers Neutral Several barriers Major barriers

	
	No barriers 
	Few barriers
	Neutral 
	Several barriers 
	Major barriers

	… the patient’s know-how/expertise in relation to the field 
	(1)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(8)    
	(7)    

	… our own/the research unit’s know-how regarding patient involvement and how to make use of representatives 
	(1)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(8)    
	(7)    

	… available resources and/or funding for patient and relative representatives
	(1)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(8)    
	(7)    

	… recruitment of patients and relatives

	(1)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(8)    
	(7)    




If you have experienced other barriers, or would like to elaborate on the barriers/challenges related to involving patients and relatives in research in general, please describe them here.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________


Overall, how would you assess patient and relative involvement?
	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Partly agree
	Neutral
	Partly disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	The involvement of patients and relatives contributes positively to our research/research unit.
	(1)    
	(2)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(5)    
	(6)    
	(7)    

	The involvement of patients has resulted in new inputs/ideas for our projects.
	(1)    
	(2)    
	(3)    
	(4)    
	(5)    
	(6)    
	(7)    




Do you have any additional comments regarding your experiences with involving patients and relative representatives in research or within your research unit?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

	
	Yes
	No

	Has there been any previous attempt to recruit patient and relative representatives to the research unit?
	(1)    
	(2)    

	Have you previously had a patient and relative representative affiliated with the research unit?
	(1)    
	(2)    

	Are you interested in having one or more patient and relative representatives affiliated with the research unit?
	(1)    
	(2)    




Please describe why there is currently no patient or relative representative in your research unit.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________


Do you have any questions about involving patients and relatives in research? You are very welcome to contact ForSa-P at ________.
You are also welcome to visit the ForSa-P website, where you can find more information on how we can work together to shape the future of health research.

